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HOSPITAL SHIP SUNK
299 LIVES LOST NEAR BRISBANE

I

Torpedoed Without

Warning: Went
Down in 3 Minutes

The Australian hospital ship, Centaur, was

torpedoed and sunk hy an enemy submarine without

warning 40 miles east of Brisbane on May 14, at 4.10 am.

, The vessel capsized and sank within three
minutes after being hit. Of the 36,3 members of the
crew and medical staff and nurses on board, only 64
were rescued. The remainder were lost.

The vessel was travelling un

escorted en route from Sydney
to New Guinea. It was fully

illuminated and marked with

the Red Cross, and complying
with all provisions of inter

national law governing hospital

ships in time of war.

The sinking was an

nounced in General
MacArthur's communique
today. It states that the

weather was clear and

visibility excellent.
The summary of casualties among

the medical personnel is:

SAVED: One officer, one nurse,
32 others. LOST: 18 medical officers

(Including one Red Cross representa
tive classed as an officer), 11 nurses,
the matron, 1S3 others.

The survivors saw the enemy sub

marine, which surfaced shortly
after the attack.

Thought of Two brothers

wm » who survived the
CiBCn Utner: ntlack nnd were

brought to port Trevor (cook)

and Mark (baker) Hoggina, of

Melbourne. They were sleeping in

different parts of the ship when

the torpedo struck, and imme

diately each went in search of the

other, with the result that they
met on deck to their mutual relief.

Only one nurse,
Sister Eleanor

Savage, of Gordon, Sydney, was

saved.
There were no patients aboard.

Survivors were rescued by an

Allied surface craft about 2 pm on

Saturday, after being adrift for
about 34 hours.

A- number had no, food or. water
throughout their harrowing ordeal
on small rafts or clinging to

planks and other debris.

The main party had only meagre

emergency rations, which they
apportioned to last them at least
four days.

A typical meal was: A lick of meat

extract, a milk tablet, two prunes,
and o sip of water.

The sole woman survivor, Sister
Eleanor Savage, was an inspiration
lo all the men.

She said her Rosary, which she
had held in her hand when she
jumped from the ship. The men fol-

lowerd her in community prayer
for their deliverance.

.She shared a military grentcoai
vhih a 15-year-old youth, Bob West

wood, of Melbourne.
Ten men held a sweepstakes on

the time that rescue would reach

them.
Time passed with community

singing. At night they all huddle?

together to try to keep worm.

Six planes and two ships misseo

them before another plane finalJ>

spotted them and directed a ship to
their position.

One badly burned man died eari>
one morning. His raft mates burioo

him at sea at dawn.

Survivors declared the
hospital ship was brightly
illuminated. There was

no mistaking her identity.

"She was a sitting shot,"
one man remarked.

Inspiring Bravery
A

pretty
brunette with short curly

brown hair, Sister Eleanor Savage,
of Gordon. Sydney, the sole woman

survivor, mnde light of a terrible

ordeal in which her bravery was an

inspiration to all.

Not until the survivors had been

taken aboard n rescue vessel was it

revealed that she had three cracked
ribs.

She never complained about this

injury,
nor of facial abrasions. Her

only thought was the welfare of

others-

One ot the two years she has been

in the AIF was spent aboard the
hospital ship, Oranjc, travelling be

tween Australia and the Middle
Last.

Sister Savage had an unnerving
experience when the ship sank.

"1 was asleep in my cabin when

the torpedo hit the vessel," she
related.

"My room mate ana 1 ran to the

cabin window, and from there saw

lhat the ship was ablaze.

"Sister King, my friend in the

next cabin,
came to my door and

called, 'Quick, Savage, up on deck.'

Did Not Panic
"Wo had often talked about whnt

\vc would do if our ship were sunk.
Sister King could not swim, but 1

can, and I told her that I would

'crocodile' Iter on my
back.

"1 had often thought, 'Would 1

panic?.' Now it had happened, t

felt cool.

"I picked up my Rosary beads and
went on deck. We all jumped over

the side, but when 1 came up 1

could not see Sister King,

"I managed to clamber on to the

floating dock house with Robert

Westwood, 15, of Melbourne.
- "It was very cold. I had on only
my silk pyjamas, which were torn.

We joined some rafts and someone

gave me a military grentcoot, which
I shared with Westwood.

"We all huddled together to keep
warm. I said prayers and the others
joined in.

"I was given charge of the food

and water ration, and arranged that

it would last us for four days,"

Sister Savage stated.

Dr. Leslie McDonald Outridge, of

Redland Bay, the sole surviving

medical officer, paid a generous

tribute to Sister Savage's heroism.

"She never told, me at any stage
that she was injured or in pain,"
he declared.

"In many ways she helped to keep
up morale, particularly by leading
with prayers.

"She looked after young West-
wood and shared the greatcoat with
him.

"The conduct of the whole party
throughout was excellent.

"A typical meal on the second
day was a lick of meat extract,

a

milk tablet, two prunes, and a

mouthful of water."

Colonel Outridge said he was

awakened half stunned by the ex

plosion when the torpedo hit the

ship.

So quickly did fire spread through
the vessel that within seconds the

walls of his cabin were ablaze, al

though it was 60ft. from the place
where the torpedo struck.

Trying to gain the deck, his feet

became tangled in ropes, but he
struggled free. Only 30ft. of the
deck was above water.

His luck held good. As he jumped
overboard, the ocean's swell brought
a raft next to him, and ho climbed

on to it

Next piece ot luck was that a

complete medical kit floated up to

his raft. With this equipment he

was able to treat survivors for burns

and vnrious other injuries.

"The Jap. submarine must have

known It was a hnspltn) ship."

Dr. Outridge said. ''It was lit up

to glory."

Other Survivors' Stones,
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TOP PICTURE: Dr. L. M.

Outridge, of Redland Bay,

the sole surviving medi

cal officer, receiving attention

in a military hospital. He

looked after injured men on

rafts and praised the morale of

the survivors in their ordeal.

LOWER PICTURE: Two

survivors, whose faces alone

indicate what they went

through when they were ex

posed for 36 hours after their

ship was torpedoed, tell a •cor

respondent their story.
At

left is AB Owen Christensen

(20), of North Fitzroy, Vic

toria. He was sucked down

as the ship submerged, but

managed to clutch a piece of

one of the hatches which drew

him to the surface. The other

unshaven seaman is Mark

onassen (steward) of Sydney.

BELOW : The Centaur before

conversion into a hospital ship.

STRONG JAP AIR
RAID ON WAU
Japanese air raiders appeared in force again

yesterday when 22 enemy bombers, escorted by 21

fighters, bombed Wau aerodrome in New Guinea.

Slight damage and casualties

are reported in today's com-

munique from General Mac-
Arthur's Headquarters. The
raiders dropped 200 bombs. They
appeared during the afternoon,

and made off quickly after mak

ing their bombing run.

Allied aircraft paid another dam

aging call on the enemy aerodrome

at Gasmata, New Britain, yesterday.
A Flying Fortress was over this

target, bombing dispersal areas, in

the morning. Soon after noon a

strong force of Mitchells released

their bombs over the runway, dis

persal areas, and a supply dump.
Anoti.er Fortress attacked later, de

stroying an enemy bomber caught
on the ground.

A Liberator and a Flying For

tress on armed reconnaissance

bombed the aerodrome at Cape
Gloucester. Allied raiders also were

active north-west of Australia.

Beaufighters destroyed three

enemy fighters on the Langgoer
Aerodrome, in the Kai Islands, in

a morning raid.
Two Zoros attempted interception,

but failed to stop the raiders. When

returning the Mitchells also beqt
off attacks by two more Zeros near

the Tanimbar Islands.
Three targets in Timor for Allied

raids yesterday were Barique,
where Hudsons and Mitchells in

turn bombed the enemy-occupied
town; Koepang, where a Mitchell

started fires on Penfoei Aerodrome;
and Dilli. where a Mitchell bombed
the aerodrome. '

A delayed report tells of a raid

by three enemy aircraft on Mappi
Post, 100 miles north-west of

Merouke, Dutch New Guinea, on

May 13,

!
I

i ships m i

port
j LO N D O N. May 17:

I(AAP): A ship's captainj

j in a north-east coast town was:

: surprised and amused to find:

: the name of his own vessel, 5

5 which was in port, listed as:

sunk in leaflets dropped by
|

: German raiders early on Sun-:

I day.

j Four-page leaflets contained :

: the names of (12 British vessels:
: claimed lo have been sunk since:

.June 1, 1041. Many nf the ships:

listed were either at sen or safe-

in port. :

The leaflets wore described as;
a first list" and carried an invi- :

tation to "look "'it for more lists :

: to follow." :

[?]
North-jWestern Sector

DUTCH NEW GUINEA.

Mappi Post: Three enemy aircraft

bombed and strafed the area.

TIMOR.

Koepang : One of our medium units

attacked Penfoei aerodrome, start

ing fires.

Barique : Our medium units bombed

the enemy-occupied town, starting

fires.

Dilli : One of our medium units

bombed the aerodrome.

KAI ISLANDS.

Langgoer: Our long-range fighters

attacked the aerodrome, destroying
three enemy fighters on the

ground.

North-Eastern Sector

NEW BRITAIN.

Gasmata: Our medium and heavy
bombers attacked the aerodrome,
destroying an enemy bomber
caught on the ground and causing
numerous explosions in "supply
dump and dispersal areas.

Cape Gloucester : Our heavy recon

naissance units bombed the aero

drome

NEW GUINEA.

Wau : Twenty-two enemy bombers,
escorted by 21 fighters, bombed the

aerodrome, causing slight dnmage
nnd casualties.

AUSTRALIA.

At 4.10 a.m. on May 14 an

enemy
submarine torpedoed anil

sank without warning the Aus

tralian hospital ship Centaur 40

miles cast of Brishnue, while en

route from Sydney to New
Guinea. The vessel was travel

ling unescorted, was fully illumi

nated, and innrkcd Willi the Red
Cross, and complying with all

provisions of international law

governing hospital ships in lime

of war. The weather was clear

and visibility excellent. The

vcssmI capsized and sank within

three minutes after being hit.
Of the 363 members of the crew

and medical stuff and nurses on

board 64 were rescued. Tile
re

mainder were lost. The survi-
cors snw the enemy submarine,
which surfaced shortly nftcr the

attack

END OF WAR NOT YET: The

Secretary of the Navy iColonel
Knox) has issued a warning against

silly optimism about a quick ending
of the war. "which is only begin
ning." He told the Press that the

United Nations' battle against U-

boats was gcneraly improving but

subject to ups and downs.

Blasting of Dams
Floods Ruhr Valley

SMASHING BLOW AT GERMANY

LONDON, May 17 (AAP) : Millions of tons of water are

swirling down the Ruhr valley sweeping away bridges and

flooding vital areas following the RAF's attack on the Eder and

Mohne dams.
The "Daily Telegraph" describes the attack as the

most devastating blow of the war against German in'

dustry, and the Air Minister (Sir Archibald Sinclair)

speaks of it as "a trenchant blow for victory."

The dams impounded 336miIIion tons of water, the greatei

part of which is raging through one of the world's most densely

industrialised areas forming the heart of the German war machine.

The effect of this shattering bIo\ may be evident during the war,

and indeed for years afterwards.

The dams, controlled
rivers which normally
are liable to flood wide
areas. They supplied
water for great indus
trial and human concen

trations, which are likely

to face an acute shortage.
The dams also controlled the level

of a vital canal system, which may
now be entirely disrupted.

This web of canals stretches as

far as Berlin .and the Baltic, and
relieves the railway "and road trans

port systems of an enormous ton

nage of heavy materials.
The importance which the Ger

mans attached to the dams is shown

by the extreme concentration of

defences encountered by the pilots.

They reported that they were even

fired on from slits in the concrete

walls of the dams.

Story of Attack
Announcing (he blasting of the

dams an Air Ministry com

munique states: "A force of Lan-

castcrs early this morning at

tacked the dnms at Mohnc and
Sorpc reservoirs with mines.

These dnms control two-thirds of

the water storage capacity of the

Ruhr Basin.
"A reconnaissance later estab

lished that the Mohne dam has

been breached for a length of 100

yards,
and the power station below

has been swept away by the result

ing floods.

"The Eder dam, which controls the
headwaters of the Weser and Fulda
volleys, and operates several power
stations, also was attacked, and is

reported to have been breached.
"Photographs show that the river

helow the dam is in full flood.

"The attacks were pressed home
from a very low level with great
determination, and coolness in the

face of fierce resistance.

"Eight Lnncnsters are missing."

Big Supply Sources
The Mohne dam joins the Ruhr

above the industrial area near Sccst
in Westphalia. It is the biggest

source of water supply for indus
trial and domestic purposes in the

Ruhr, and -upplies many large fac

tories with electricity.

Built between 1908 nnd 1913, the
reservoir is six mile long and two
miles wide,

The Eder dam is nenr Hemfurth.
two miles south of Waldeck, and

i is used to regulate the water level
'

of the Weser River.
The reservoir, which i9 the largest

in Germany, is—or was— 17 miles
long with a r area of four and n

half square miles. The dam. built

between 1910 nnd 1914. is a quarter
of a mile long and 156 feet high.

Soest nnd Hemfurth are nc.it the

unoer reaches of the Ruhr.
A German High Command com

munique says that the ensuing
floods caused heavy civilian casual

ties.

New Kind of Blow
"The Bomber Command — the

javelin of our armour— hps struck

a heavy blow of a new kind
ngninst the sources of German

wnrpowcr," declared Sir Archibald
Sinclair.

Sir Archibald described the opera
tion as one of extraordinary diffi

culty and hnznrd.

Air Chief Marsha! Sir Arthur
Harris, Commander-in-Chief of the

Bomber Command, sent a message
to the Air Officer Commanding the

Bomber Group which attacked the
dnms. on "the brilliantly successful
execution of the operation.

"To the air crews I would say
that their keenness and thoroughness
in training and their skill nnd de
termination in pressing home the

attacks will forever be an inspira
tion to the RAF,

"In this memorable operation they
have won a major victory in the

battle of the Ruhr, the effects of

which will last until the Bache is

swept away in the flood of final

disaster
"

The "Dally Mail" says: "No more

sensational feat has been nccom-

nlisheri in this or any other war."

Specially Trained

The Air Ministry says that the

chosen crews wore trained for many
weeks in complete secrecy on a

bomber station, which was as far as

possible cut off from any contact
with the outside world. Only about a

SINCLAIR.

dozen others in the whole of the

Bomber Command knew what was

in the wind.

The crews knew they had a tough
job, but they realised that by doing
it they could inflict as much damage
as thousands of tons of bombs

dropped on many nights of normal

raiding.

The attack was led by Wing Com

mander G. P. Gibson, DSO and bar

and DFC and bar, who returned

safely.
After dropping his mines at

Mohnc he flew up nnd down the

dam drawing the fire from guns
emplaced on the dam.

A sergeant who was the last to
1

see the dam said: "I had diffi

culty in. finding . the. right end of

the reservoir because its shape had

already changed. There was already

a new sheet of water seven miles

long, atld the water was spreading

fast"
1

The "Dally Mail's" aeronautical

correspondent says that immediately
in the path of the waters is Dort

mund. a city of 543,000 people. Ten
miles beyond Dortmund is Boehum,
and seven miles beyond that is Essen.
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Fire Raced Through Ship
Suryirors Say Many
Trapped Below Deck
Graphic stories of the torpedoing of the hospital ship Centaur,

and of their subsequent experiences, were told by the survivors

when they reached an Australian port. They said the torpedo' hit

a fuel bunker on the hos'pital ship and fire raced through the vessel,

burning and trapping many people below deck.

Those who escaped had a terrific struggle to reach the deck,
and most of them were sucked down with the vessel when she

sank. Then they had a harrowing experience in shark infested

waters before they were picked up about 34 hours after the ship
had been sunk.

Most of .them were almost

naked and had no protection from

biting winds and cold nights.

They had little food and prac

tically no water. Community

prayers for their deliverance were

led by the sole woman survivor,

an Army nurse. Six planes and

two ships failed to sight them

while they were adrift on rafts.

Chief Pantryman Ronald Moate.

of Williamstown, Melbourne, told a

graphic story of his experience.

"I made the boat deck, where the

skipper, Captain G. A. Murray, of

Aberdeen, and Jack Stutter,
of Fre-

ntle, and Charlie Carey, of Mel

bourne, were trying to launch No.

2 bokt," he stated.

"Fire belched' up and covered the

bridge and at the same time the

ship went down.

"We were all sucked down.

Stutter and I came up.- 1 caught
a hatch cover, but could not hold

it Finally I scrambled Oh to a

rubber raft.

"Then Stutter and a badly burned
man on another raft joined me.

"About three hours later a third

raft joined us. On it were the

donkeyman, Stan Morgan, of Mel

bourne, and another badly burned
man.

"litis man died about 3 am the

next morning, and we buried him

at sea at dawn.

Thirst Torture

"That afternoon we joined two

more rafts, on which there were 18

people, including Sister Savage.

They had food.

"The food consisted of- 2,000 milk
tablets, 7 lb. primes, 2 lb. chocolate,

a tin of raisins, and two gallons «f

water.

"Thirst was tormenting all of us.

We had no idea when rescue might

come, so we only served out enough

water to wet our lips that night.

Everyone had about a tcaspoonful of

water at sunrise next day .

"We were a bedraggled crew.

Most of us were practically naked,

and at night the cold was Intense.

"Someone gave Sister Savage his

long khaki trousers, and a topcoat-

She shared the coat with 15 year old
Bob Wcstwood, of Melbourne.

"Sister Savage wan the admiration
of all. No one knew she hod three

cracked ribs wntll after we were

picked up by a small Allied vessel.

"Hope of rescue did not leave us,

but at times it was a bitter disap
pointment to be passed by.

"We saw six aircraft and two

ships, but
. tlioy did not notice our

smoke flares.

"Finally, another plane spotted us,
circled our position and dropped a

flare to guide the ship to our rafts.

"One badly injured man was

given a blood transfusion immedi
ately he was taken aboard," Moate
added.

How .Sister Snvage said the

Rosary and the 30 odd men In the

mnln party joined In the prayers
for their deliverance was de

scribed by Alex Cochrane, of

Sublaoo, WA.

"Sister Savage led the prayers
and you can do sure they wert

forvent' oneB," he said.
"She was wonderful. She nevei

once complained. We thought shi

was tired when she said to some

one, 'Please don't lean on my side.

The truth was that she had three
cracked ribs, as we learned late;

Cochrane caught an oil drum u

the water when the ship submerge)
and later got aboard a small rub

ber raft with another seaman

named Jonossen and andlher man.

He sold thai after -the torped
hit, a fuel bunker on the hospita

ship ignited. Fire raced throug
iho vessel, burning and trappin:

many people' below deck.
Owen Cbrlstensen,.20, of Me:

bourne, held on to a planlc In th

water for 34 hours before belm
rescued.

"Once In the darkness I heard r

man calling out for help,"
he de

clared. "I shouted back and Wf

made for each other. |

"Each thought the other had n

raft, but wo both had planks. After

a while he lost his reason, lie

started to swim away looking for

something to drink. I did not sec

him again.

Saw Many Sharks
Hordes of sharks sworn round Uir

small rafts on which survivors wen

drifting, according to Walter (Bob
J

Tlerney, of Port Ptrie, SA, and

Matthew iMorrls, of Melbourne.

Tierney said the diving ship

sucked him down twice. Coming

up, the second time, he hit debris

and broke his nose.

'I grabbed a barrel in the water,"
Tierney stated. "So did anothei

chap. Suddenly he gave a scream

and went under. I think a shark
must have got him. Then I swam

away and Morris picked me up on

his raft.

Man Who Escaped Died on Raff
Sam Morgan, donkeyman, of Melbourne, told how he, a steward, and two

men committed to ocean burial the body of one man who died from burns.

"We could do nothing for him, and death came as a release from his suffer

ings," Morgan said.

"He died in the night and

we held a short burial

ceremony at dawn.
"I was in my bunk when the

concussion from the torpedo
"

hit

threw me on to the deck. The main

companion way was ablaze, but I

raced up the aft companion way to

the main deck.

"I was on the rail, about to dive

over, when the ship suddenly went

down and threw me Into the water.

"I was sucked down and hit

debris coming up. It is very likely

that a number of men were

drowned when they struck this

debris and became unconscious."

Morgan, Morris, and Tiemey all

declared that the hospital ship was

a blaze of light and the lurking
enemy submarine could not possibly
have mistaken its identity.

"The ship was clearly revealed as

a hospital ship, with the Red Cross

brightly lighted," they stated. "She

was just a sitting shot.

"It was a starry night, and the

Jap. knew plainly what wo were.

"The next night when we were

together on rafts, we heard the
noise of motors and all looked to

the sky, thinking it was a plane,
"Then a big Jap. sub. surfaced

100 yards away, stayed there a

while, and submerged again.

"Evidently the sub. had been
lurking nearby all the time, hoping
to catch aoine rescue ship un

awares."

The three men told how the main

party on rafts discussed possible
means of reaching land.

At one stage the idea was

broached of dispatching one of the
small rubber rafta with the only
two oars they possessed in the

direction of the coast This project
had to be abandoned because of

the heavy ocean swell.
It was finally agreed that the

only hope was in being sighted by
a ahip or plane. Meanwhile the

party had drifted in the current
about another 30 miles out to sea.

To puss the time Morris sug
gested to several others that, they
should have n sweepstakes. Ten oi
them nominnled times when they
thought they would be rescued.

Morris won, his guess being with
in half an hour of the actual time
that the destroyer found the sur

vivors.

Now ashore, he has the oroblcm
of locating his raft mates to collect
his winnings, "I'll gel the dceners,"
he emphasised.

A survivor remarked that Second
Engineer Cuthill, who is missing,
had survived three previous sink

ings by torpedoes.

Shark Episodes
Able Bodied A. Ramnge, of Mel

bourne, told how dozens of sharks
swam round rafts, wniting for vic

tims.
"We belted them with anything

we could find," he stated. "The

more wc struck at them, the more

they came back.
"We had some provisions, but

wind and tide prevented us from

reaching other rafts where survivors
had nothing,"

Two brothers, Trevor and Mark

Hoggins, of Melbourne, were «it op
posite ends of the ship when the

torpedo struck it, They met on

deck.

In the water they joined a party
of 20 others, who were on a raft

and the floating bridge house. They
lashed ptnnks to the bridge house

to keep it buoyant.
Mark Hoggins, who had survived

a previous sinking said: "Twice I

fell asleep on the bridge house and

fell Into the sea.

"We all fell overboard at times
1

from sheer exhaustion, but some-

1

one always fished you out

"Sharks were all round us, but

only ono attacked. It jumped almost
on the raft, but we pushed it

off

with a spar."

Frank Martin, cook, of Melbourne,
was alone on a plank until the

rescue

One of the heroes of the day was

67-year-old Captain R. M. Salt, of

Sydney, a Torres Strait pilot on the
ship.

The whole deck was ablaze when
he got up a companionway. He

pourpd a bucket of water over his

head, wrapped a blanket round his

body, and dashed through the
flames to the boat deck.

He jumped over the side and
reached a raft with 13 others.

Although badly burned, his com-,

ponions said he never whimpered

at any stage and was an inspiration

to them all.

"I have been at sea for 50 years

and when I get well again I'll be

back at sea," he told Interviewers..
John Stutter, of Perth, spent long

hours on a raft with the man

who was badly burned and who
died at sea.

"He was in terrible agony, but we

could do nothing for him," Stutter

declared. "Occasionally he would
quieten down' and seemed happy,
only to return to frantic scream

ing.

"Death was a blessed relief. We
gathered round and gave him as

reverent burial as we could, every
one saying a prayer under

.his
breath as wc gently swung his body
out on the swell."

Tragic Scenes
'

Last moments on the ill-fated ahip
were vividly described by Frank
Davidson, butcher, of Balmain,
Sydney,

"A terrific explosion blew me

against the bulkhead," ' he declared.
"1 grabbed a life jacket,

'

ran on

deck, and met flame and gas that

nearly blinded me.

"On the middle deck I put a

life jacket an an excited Sister.
I told her to jump over the side. 1

did not see her again.
"Down one companion way a

crowd of men were trying to get
on deck, but the way was blocked.

"Covered in oil, I got to rafts with

20 others. There were dozens of

sharks about Someone said, 'The

sharks are not hungry.' But he

changed his mind when we threw

a coloured tin in the water and a

shark quickly snapped it up."

THE LOST SHIP
The Centaur, 3,222 tons, was

built in 1924 by Scotts' Shipbuild
ing and Engineering Co. Ltd., at

Greenock. She was 315 feet long,
had n beam of 48 feet, and a

depth of 21 feet She had oil en

gines.
She was converted Into a hos

pital ship this year and was

clearly marked and painted as

such.

MacArthur Says —

FOUL BLOW
Commenting on the sinking oL

the Centaur, General MacArthur

said:

"1 ennnot cxnrcss the revul-
sion I feel at this unnecessary

act of cruelty. Its limitless

savagery represents the con

tinuation of a calculated attempt
to create a sense of trepidation

through the practice of horrors

designed to shock normal sensi
bilities.

....

"The brutal excesses of tuo

Philippine campaign, the execu

tion of our captured airmen, the

barbarity of Papua are all of a

pattern.
"The enemy does not under

stand. ho apparently connot

understand, that our Invincible

strength Is not so nifich of the

body as it is of the soul, and

rises with adversity.
"The Red Cross will not falter

under this foul blow. Its light of

mercy will hut shine tho brighter
on our way to Inevitable vic

tory."

GLADHEWAS
NOT ABOARD

George Lamb, of Melbourne,

counts himself a lucky man.
_

A

member of the hospital ship s

company, he was put ashore with

a head injury, due to an accident

prior to the last ill-fated- voyage.

"I was wild at the time because

I was missing the trip," he said.

"Now I bless the fan that struck

my head and kept me in
port.

! Asmerf©s&M Crfiaimsi !
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WASHINGTON; When the Aub-
tralian singer, Miss Marjaric Law
rence attended the Central Park

I am an American day' rally.

she tea warmly received by an
'

audience estimated at over 2 mil

lion. When she was wheeled on to

the platform Mayor La Guardio
hissed her hand and hugged her.

AIR POWER ONLY PRERE
QUISITE: The Allies can effect a

landing on continental Europe in

any place they can maintain air

superiority, Lieutenant Colonel
Pierpont M. Hamilton told corres

pondents in Washington In an in

terview, and in his opinion the
Dieppe Raid proved that very de

finitely.
700 MPII WIND TUNNEL: De

signed by California Institute of

Technology for California aircraft

manufacturers, a new wind tunnel

with a wind velocity of more than
700 miles an hour shortly will go
Into operation for the testing of

high-speed fighter planes. Until
this tunnel was perfected few wind
tunnels in the country were cap
able of producing air speeds ex

ceeding 500 miles an hour.

USA SPORT NEWS
The IOiOOO dollnrs Metropolitan Han

dicap at llehnont Park was won by
Devil Diver from Marriage, Thumbs
Unnnd Rlvcrlnnd.

There were 11 starters and Devil

Diver led throughout the mile, which
he ran in 1.36 3/5.

Famous Equipoise won three Metro
politans— in 1032, 1033, 1034, As n four-
flvo and six-year-old respectively, but
his best time was 1.37 (twice). Good

Harvest, however, ran 1.36 2/5 in 1936,

while In 1040 Third Degree ran 1.35 2/5.
nASF.BAIX: In a full card of . eight

fioublchoaders today, five were divided.

whllo Senators, Dodgers and Braves
won both their games.

Scores were: Dodgers d. Cubs 4/0
and 3/2; Giants d. Pirates 3/1, and
Pirates d. Giants 2/1: Braves d. Reds
3/1 and 6/1; Cardinals d. Phillies 4/3,
and Phillies d. Cardinals 2/1; Yankees d.
Browns 7/3, and Browns d. Yankees

'

4/3; Athletics d. Indians 5/3, and In-
1 dians d. Athletics 3/2; Senators d.

Tigers 7/1 and 10/6; White Sox d.
Red Sox 4/2 and Red Sox d. White Sox
4/2.

Today the club standing read
NATIONAL LEAGUE; Brooklyn won

16, lost 7, percentage 606; St. Louis

11, 8 .570; Boston 11. 8. .579; Pitts

burgh 0, 10, .474; New York, 10, 12,

.455; Cincinnati 1Q, 12. .455: Philadel

phia 0. 11. .450; Chicago 7, 15. .318.
AMERICAN LEAGUE: New York 14,

8, .036; Cleveland 13, 0, .591; Washing
ton 14, 11, .560; St. Louts 9, 9, .500;

Detroit 10. 11, .476; Philadelphia 11,

14, .440; Chicago 8, 11, .421; Boston

8, 11, .364.

TRACK: Michigan won Uie Big Ten

championship with 49ft points from
Illinois 42ft. Ohio 29, Minnesota 28,
Wisconsin 14ft, and Chicago 11.

Down In California tho Golden Bears
scored on 85 —

46 over the Stanford In
dians. Ralph Drury took the two-
mile in 0.22 0/10.. Both sprints

were

won by Hal Davis and Lee Andclus
took the low and high hurdles.

VIOLATION OF SEA

WARFARE RULES

Attack on a military hospital

ship is a violation of Convention
10 for the adaptation of the prln-

cinles of the Geneva Convention
on Maritime Warfare.

The convention was drawn up

by the Second Hague Conference.
Convention 10 provides that

military hospital ships ore to be

respected by belligerents. They
arc to be painted white with a

horizontal band of green.

Voluntary War Work
ASPLEY-CIIERMSTDE ARP: Meet

ing 8 o'clock tonight.
BARDON ARP: Division 1, Post 1:

Meeting at Boundary Road, Rnlnworth,

Wednesday, 7.45 pm; questions
answered from envelopes; stirrup ifrmp

practice.
CAMP HILL ARP : Division 1. post 1,

meeting 8 o'clock to-night.
MILTON FAP: Home nursing class

commences Thursday, 7.30 pm; prac
tice Sunday, 2.30 pm.

I
TOOWONG ARP: Monthly meeting

No. 2 Division, at Auchenflowcr bowl
i house tonight at 8.

SIVMMG WANTON
ANO DELIBERATE

—Mr Curtin
CANBERRA: It is with deepest regret that the

Commonwealth Government heard of the loss of the
Australian hospital ship Centaur," said the Prime
Minister (Mr Curtin).
. Ho knew that the news would

come also as -a profound shock to
the Australian people.

- Mr Curtin said the attack, which
took place within a few miles of the
Queensland coast, bore all the marks

of wantoness and deliberation.
Not only would it stir our people

into a more acute realisation of the
type of enemy against whom wc are

fighting, but he was confident also

that this deed would shock the con

science of the whole civilised world
and demonstrate to all who may
have had any lingering doubt, the
unscruplous and barbarous methods

by which the Japanese conducted
warfare-

Mr Curtin said that to the next-of-
kin of those who are lost, the Gov
ernment and the nation extended its

heartfelt sympathy, which would be

deeper since these persons were non-

combatants engaged on an errand of

mercy, and were, by all the laws of

warfare, immune from attack.

Mr Curtin repeated that at 4

o'clock in the morning of last Friday
the Centaur was a short distance off

the Queensland coast. The weather
was fine and clear and the visibility

good, and the ship was brightly illu

minated in accordance with the
Geneva Convention.

The Illuminations, in addition
to the usual navigation lights, con

sisted of red crosses on each side
of the liutl, red crosses on each

side of the funnel, a large red cross

directed upwards on Iho poop,
and

rows of brilliant lights along the
side of (ho hull to illuminate the

characteristic green-painted band-
in

this case five feet wide— which
encircled all hospitals ships.

The Prime Minister added that
notice of intention to use the Cen
taur as a hospital ship, together with
particulars of her dimensions, mark
ings, and appearance, was com

municated by the Government to the
Axis Powers early this year, in the

case of Japan on February 15.
In addition full publicity, in

cluding photographs or the ship, was

given in the Press and particulars
were broadcast from Australian radio

stations. The Prime Minister said
there was no reason to suppose that

the Japanese Government and the
Japanese naval authorities were not

fully acquainted with the existence

and the purpose of this vessel.
In all the circumstances the Com

monwealth Government was bound
to regard the sinking of the Centaur
as an

entirely inexcusable act
undertaken In violation of the con

vention to which Japan was a party,
and of all the principles of common

humanity.
Mr Curtin said an Immediate

and strong protest wns being ad

dressed to the Japanese Govern
ment, and the country could feci

confident that the Government
would do Its utmost to establish

right of redress mid ensure that
the war criminals responsible for
this dastardly net, were brought
to justice.

Spswlelt Mass

1L@€& StsaM
From NOEL OTTAWAY,

" Tele -

graph" War Correspondent.

Yesterday's Bcauflgliter raid on

tho now Japanese fighter strip nt

Langgoer wus n triumph for Aus

tralian observers, who directed their

machines across a pitch black sea

to arrive on tho Knl Island co.|t
almost simultaneously.

Together tho Beaufighters dived
on the Zero nost on Langgcer, de

stroying three Zeros on the ground
and fending oil attempts at inter

ception by others which were air

borne within a minute of the ap
pearance of the Allied planes over

the aerodrome.

Comedy was provided by a furious
attempt by a Zero to save from de

struction a Diesel roller used to

smooth out the runway. Evidently
the Japs, realised the difficulty they
would have in getting another such
bulky vehicle to the far Kai Islands,
but they failed to stop the cannon

shells of a Beaufighter from re

ducing it to scrap iron.

Tho leader of the raid was

Squadron Leader Gordon W. Sav

age, of Ipswich, who 'said: "Wo

went through some of the dirtiest
weather I have ever experienced
at night. It was pitch black and

cloudy all the way.
" Every now and then you saw tho

flash of lights around and you real

ised they wero other aircraft of the

formation getting too close, and
hastily spread out, yet because the
observers did a damned good job
we arrived almost simultaneously at
our rendezvous. This was all tho
mora meritorious because the cloud
prevented the observers even from
taking drift readings.

"

Everything was done by guess
and by God. Unfortunately our re

sults would have been better if we

had not chiefly gone for the most

obvious target consisting of three
Zeros in tho blast pons.

CONVOY HIT: When RAF fighters

attacked an enemy north-bound
convoy

off tho Dutch coast two

merchant ships were hit with tor

pedoes and at least three of- the

escort vessels left .on fire. None of
our aircraft is

missing.

i IN HOSPITAL

TOP: the man with bandaged head Is George Lamb, of Mel

bourne, who left the ship with- a head Injury before the Ill-fated lost

voyage. The first ncwB he had of the sinking was when his ship

mates were brought to the hospital where he was being treated. He. Is

seen with four of the survivors, STAN MORGAN, of Melbourne

(right); WALTER TIERNEY, of Fort
Plrle, South Australia (receiving

a welcome cup of tea); MATTHEW MORRIS, of Melbourne (left); and

(second fro rathe lift FRAN UEID (chief butcher).

LOWER PICTURE: Nurse Rose Mangnno dresses severe burns suffered

by Captain Richard M. Salt (67), of Rose Bay, Sydney, who earned the

admiration and respect ft fellow survivors for his patience and endur

ance during such an ordeal.

CR7 CIVILIAN

CARDS ON ISSUE
In order to obtain the new CR7

(civilian registration)
'

cards, there
was a steady stream of people at the

issuing office in the main lane next

to the postal and money order
branch at the GFO today.

The authorities urge that early ap
plication should be made to obviate
a last-minute rush.

The CR7 cards prescribe that the
full name of the person shall be

given, number of identity cord,
whether single, married, widowed

or divorced, place of residence, local

government area, occupation, busi
ness or industry in which applicant
is employed, and employer's name.

Unless one of these cards is pre
sented fully filled In applicants for
ration books will not receive them
nor will they if they do not also

produce their identity cards and old

ration books-
The new ration books will bo

issued on Saturday, June 5, nt all

regular polling booths in the State.

PERSONAL
Rev G, Cameron Wodd, associate

minister of St Stephen's Presbyterian
Church, Sydney, and President of tho
Presbyterian Quccnslnnders Associa-

tion of New South Wales, was re

ceived as a visitor to the Presby
terian Assembly yesterday.

Mr Ken Sanders (secretary of the

Federated Clerks' Union), who has

been investigating the affairs of tho
Victorian branch, will return to

Brisbane this afternoon.

Mr G. Berrell (organiser.

Builders' Labourers' Federation)
wilt leave on Thursday on a visit to

Toowoomba and the south-western
district on union business.

[?]

Drag Traffic

Mlegafioims
SYDNEY : The question of drug-

peddling In certain night clubs is

being considered by the State Gov
ernment In drawing up legislation to

control night clubs.

The Bill when completed will make
specific provision with regard to

drug trafficking.
The Minister for Justice (Mf

Downing) is now working on legis
lation which is necessary in view

of the recent Full Court decision
affecting State powers to close night
clubs. The Staet Cabinet yesterday
sanctioned the legislation. ,

The Government has not yet re

ceived the legal opinion sought on

the question of whether an appeal
should be made against the Full
Court decision, but the night club
legislation will be passed whether
the appeal is made or not.

VIC. JENSENS
»"»/ JUVENILE /w
% FOOTWEAR

JgSfo.
,

aMrr/l
Sizes 7

to #,2
Coupons.
10 to

8, 3 Coupons, 4
and 5, 4 Coupons.
GS7 — Children's

Black Grain Broad
Buclde Bar College
Shoes, stoat leather
soles.

IA8. — Infants' Felt
ankle strap, chrome
sole, rosette trim.
Sizes 1 to 6. 2 Cou

pons.

BOYS' Jbt
SHOES /M
Sizes

,

Jm
io to dggsMmm 'J

wuMm
2 to

I Boys' and Youths'
Black or Tan Calf
Oxfords, leather
soles. 3 Coupons.

Genuine Tan

Military Bo o t s,

sprigged Solos,
toe and heel tip,

i

jy
k 1 All — In- M
N fonts' Black A Wt

fl
Patent San- Jt&BF

| lal, chrome
jt

MPT

y .ole, sizes 2wf£&
to 8. 2 Cou-wpr
pons.

' Buy War i
Savings (L

ft,
Certificates

||
and £10 Bonds

WORK BOOTS

Black Cossacks,

real tyre sole,

water-tight tongues,

all sizes, 6 to 10.

y&BEKr- d Coupons
sizes 10 to

4; 4 for sizes 4 Sc B.
GS3.— Girls' Black
Patent one strap
leather sown soles.
Sizes 10. to L 2 to 5.

9/11 U/6

«Wfsr("V"
JBn3'6

Boys' and Youths'
Block Calf Oxford,
kromhyd sole and
heel. 3 Coupons.

Heavy Tan Kip,
elastic side work
boots, sewn soles.

21/ 9/6 21/3
I Coupons. 6 Coupons. 6 Coupons.

'

VIC. ofUMSEMS
8 QUEEN STREET, BRISBANE,
I BRANCHES: VALLEY, GEORGE ST., STANLEY ST., SJ3.
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mr- NO FEAR. OF

|

' -his shirt's strong because it's H
t""

washed with

"Hey, steady thercl Won't that shirt-rip?" No fearl

Although it's not new, it's strong — because good

Velvet Soap has always treated it
gently in the wash

tub. Velvet's suds are so rich and thick they float

out the dirt— instead of you having to scrub it out.

That means, of course, that Velvet is easier on your

clothes— and saves you a lot of hard work, too!

Us extra -

soapy suds save —

clothes and V
ration coupons

V.74.I4, S ffY. LTD,

Miners Tesf

Discipline
SYDNEY: The endorsed

miners' policy to discipline
members received its first

challenge today when 800

Richmond Main Colliery

employees left the pithead
as a protest against ttie

fining of two clippers.

The mine has the greatest number
of employees of any in Australia.

Its daily output is 2,300 tons.

Other northern stoppages, for

various reasons, were Stanford Main
No. 1, Hebburn No. 2, and the 15th

week of the dispute at North

Walarah.

More than 5,000 tons of coal
-

lost by northern stoppages '

Other districts wero reported .

of strikes. Mt Kcmbla, in the so

where recent storm damage is beii._

repaired, is not working, the less in

two days being 1,800 tons. Other

mines temporarily unworkable yes

terday are,
back in production.-

'

The defiance of the Richmond
Main men today follows the forth

right statement in the miners' offi

cial organ oh discipline. "The policy

adopted by the recent extiaoidinaiy
rank and file national convention of .

our federation is now union law.'
says the' organ, warning members
that they conont now infringe

on

the policy without risk of being dis

ciplined.

Fine os £1 each were imposed oy
the lodge last night on two wheelers
and two machinemen, arising out of

May 4 stoppage. This morning, a

section of the wheelers protested at

the pithead and refused to go down.
Others descended, but could not
work without the whelers, and had
to return home. A meeting of the

'

lodge is to be held today to deter

mine what action Is to be taken on
.

the minority's -challenge to discip- i
line. .

r

EMPIRE DAY
Commemoration of Empire Day

next Monday, arranged by the Bris
bane City Council Is to be mora
spectacular than usual, said the Act-
ing Lord Mayor (Alderman Moon),
today.

The function, he said, would be

staged under the patronage of the

Governor (Sir Leslie Wilson) and
the Premier (Mr F. A. Cooper).
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