
All Correspondence to: 

           The Secretary  
 P.O. Box 296 
 BOWRAVILLE  NSW 2449 

2/3 A.H.S. CENTAUR ASSOCIATION 

Caloundra, Qld 
Thursday 14 May 2026, 11am 
 

At the RSL Caloundra Memorial Garden, 19 West 
Terrace, Caloundra. Anyone wishing to lay a wreath 
please advise Deborah Taylor, Caloundra Rotary Club, 
Mobile 0412 718 373, by Friday 1st May 2026. 
 

Guests are invited to a cup of tea and a sandwich at the 
RSL Sub Branch after the service. 
 

Please make yourself known to our Representative, 
Kirsty Selby. 
 

Enquiries: Deborah Taylor, Telephone 0412 718 373, 
Email: deborah57celebrant@gmail.com 
 
 

Dapto, NSW 
Saturday 16 May 2026 at 2pm 
 

At the War Memorial in the small park adjacent to 
Dapto Railway Station.  All welcome.  Refreshments 
following the Service at Dapto RSL Hall opposite the 
park.  Please make yourself known to our representative 
Clare Duggan. For further information or directions 
contact RSL Acting Secretary Pam Bowman: 
vtown3@bigpond.com 
 
Melbourne, Vic. 
Shrine of Remembrance, Birdwood Ave 
Sunday 10 May 2026 at 4.45pm 
 

Please meet our representatives, Tom Evans and 
Caroline van Oosterom at the Northern Forecourt from 
4.30pm. 
 

This family-friendly event features stirring bugle calls, 
wreath-laying, and the lowering of flags, creating a 
poignant moment for visitors of all ages to reflect and 
connect. This year on Sunday 10th May the focus of 
the weekly Last Post Ceremony will be on the Centaur, 
and we will be participating in that ceremony. 
 

There will be an opportunity to lay private wreaths and 
floral tributes after the formal wreaths are laid during 
the service. Attendees are invited to stay after and meet 
other Centaur families.  
 

Enquiries: Tom Evans tevans@easternpsych.com.au 

Editor: Jan Thomas 
Sub-editor: Kirstin Knight 

 Telephone:   0407 257 096 
Email: jthomas44@bigpond.com 

Brisbane, Qld 
Thursday 14 May 2026, 10am for 10.30 am  
 

At the Holy Spirit Chapel, Australian Catholic University, 
1100 Nudgee Rd, Banyo, with morning tea to follow.  
Uniform, Academic Dress and medals may be 
worn.  General Parking is to the left of the main access 
road.  Take the main entrance off Nudgee Road. The 
chapel is site 201.  Disabled parking is available. A map of 
the layout can be found at https://www.acu.edu.au/
locations/brisbane/brisbane-campus-map 

Enquires and RSVP by Wednesday 6 May 2026 
to admin@centaurnursesfund.org.au 

Please make yourself known to John Forrest, the 
Association Representative for the day. 
 

Canberra, ACT 
Australian War Memorial 
Thursday 14 May 2026 at 4.30 pm. 

The Last Post Ceremony commemorating the sinking of the 
AHS Centaur 

Wreath-layers are asked to arrive at 4.00 pm and report 
to the Commemorations Desk. 

Assemble in the forecourt where the Association 
Representative Steve McGrath and his team will be 
waiting to greet you.   

For those unable to attend personally, the ceremony can 
be viewed by live stream on the AWM web page at:  

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/last-post-
ceremony/live-stream 

The Centaur casualty to be commemorated will be Pte 
John Matthew ‘Jack’ Forrest,  2/12th Field Ambulance. 

Point Danger, Qld  
Thursday 14 May 2026, 9.00 am 
In the Assembly Hall, Centaur Primary School, 1, 
Eucalyptus Drive Banora Point NSW, with refreshments 
following the Service.  Afterwards School Captains take 
the wreaths to the Memorial at Point Danger for re-
laying.  Families are welcome to join them and transport 
will be provided if wished. Enquiries to the school at 07 
5524 9655.  Please make yourself known to our 
representative, Debbie Butler. 

MAY 2026 NEWSLETTER 

Executive Committee: 

President:  Mr Tom Evans 

Secretary:  Mrs Jan Thomas OAM 

Treasurer:  Mr Rob Horn 

These Service details can be found on our website at <https://centaur.org.au 
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Once again the 
Merchant Navy 
Annual Memorial 
Service on Sunday 
19 April at 
Rookwood began the 
Centaur Memorial 
Season as Centaur 
was an Army 
hospital on a 
merchant ship and at this commemoration we 
remember and honour all who sailed and served 
on her.  

We received a warm welcome from Sean Barret, 
Chairman of the MN Memorial Fund. Also from 
Sister Mary Leahy OAM, Chaplain for the Stella 
Maris Apostleship of the Sea and Mr John Kewa, 
Chaplain with Mission to Seafarers at Port 
Kembla. 

It was good to see old friendships forged during 
the Concord days being renewed in this new 
location where Centaur families are made so 
welcome.  We caught up with Carol Miller and 
her cousin Sue Smith, and Sue’s brother Gerard 
Smith, nieces and nephew of Captain Stephen 
Foley, 2/12FA.  Also Lucy Walton and her clan, 
her daughter Clare Duggan our new Local 
Representative for Dapto and Clare’s daughter 
Chloe, all descendants of Pte Clement Woods, 
2/12FA.  We were sorry that Kathryn Harris, 
daughter of the late Isabel Fitzgerald, Lucy’s 
sister and another staunch Concord stalwart, was 
not able to come this time. 

 

MERCHANT NAVY WAR MEMORIAL ANNUAL COMMEMORATION ROOKWOOD  

Margaret Parry, sister 
of Pte ‘Jack’ Moran 
2/12 FA, came some 
distance from the 
Central Coast to be 
there. Annette Dukes 
and Claire Stuckey, 
granddaughters of Pte 
Arthur Winterflood, 
2/12FA(AP) who have 

attended in the past, sent their apologies. 

It was also a pleasure to catch up with David Field, 
Stan Moriarty, Merril Barker and Capt. Ted van 
Bronswijk and other MN personnel.  Overall 
attendance was good with around fifty people present. 

Captain Mark McIntosh, RAN 
(Rtd) gave the Address. He spoke 
of the  blurring of the lines 
between RAN and civilian 
marine activities in the defence 
of our borders. He also outlined 
the large number of merchant 
ships lost to enemy action off the 
east coast of Australia in WWII, 
particularly in the period mid 
1942—mid 1943.  

It shows the futility of war and 
all our losses when wartime 
enemies are now strong allies. 

Sue Smith and Malcolm Knight (grandson Capt. B. F. 
Hindmarsh, SMS, laid the wreath in memory of AHS 
Centaur and her personnel. 

 

L-R, back row Malcolm Knight, Gerard Smith, Chloe Duggan, Richard Jones, Clare Duggan, Sue Smith, Carol 
Miller.  In front holding wreath Margaret Parry and Lucy Walton. 

Three generations of  
Pte Clem Wood’s 

family, Lucy,  Clare 
and Chloe. 
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Congratulations 
  

to our good friend and member  
 

Robert Winthner  
 

who has just celebrated 60 wonderful 
years of service to veterans at 
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital in 
Melbourne. 
 

A morning tea was held in Robert’s honour with over 200 
people in attendance – including Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese, Member for Jagajaga Kate Thwaites MP, Austin 
Health Chair Ross Cooke, Austin Health CEO Jodie 
Geissler, the Austin Health Executive, many current and 
former Austin Health staff, members of the veteran 
community and Robert’s family – including his wife, sister, 
daughter and grandchildren.  Robert’s milestone was also 
celebrated with a story on Seven News Melbourne. 
 

Robert began his career in February 1966, inspired by the 
support his family received from Legacy after the death of 
his father, a WWII Kokoda veteran. 
 

In 1996, he was appointed to the newly created Veteran 
Liaison Officer role. Over the past 30 years, he has shaped 
it into a nationally recognised model for veteran support, 
replicated across Australia. 
 

Over six decades, Robert has become far more than any 
one title can describe. He’s a trusted guide for veterans and 
families, a custodian of the Repat’s history, and a colleague 
known for his compassion, humour and tireless 
dedication. 
 

He has helped shape cherished places of remembrance, 
including the Remembrance Garden and the ANZAC 
Memorial Chapel, and has made remembrance events 
important annual traditions, ensuring the heritage of the 
Repat is honoured and preserved for generations. 
What many patients and colleagues most respect about 
Robert is his willingness to help with things, big or small, 
that will make a difference for individuals, and it is this 
quality that has made him so well known across not just 
the Repat campus but all of Austin Health.  Robert’s 
milestone was also celebrated with a story on Seven News 
Melbourne. 
 

Robert is a tireless campaigner for the Centaur in 
Melbourne with a Centaur Plaque in the ANZAC Memorial 
Chapel, Centaur Wing of the hospital, and plaques to all 
who served on Centaur including a number of nurses who 
trained there. He regularly attends our commemorations 
at the Shrine of Remembrance each May. 
 

Congratulations Robert on 60 remarkable years of service. 
 

Story courtesy of Austin Media 

The Merchant Navy Annual Commemoration  
at Rookwood is the beginning each year of the 

Centaur Commemorative Season. 
 
Next was ANZAC Day  
Richard Jones (Maj. Gordon Jones 2/12th FA) laid a 
wreath on behalf of the Centaur Association at the 
Miranda RSL Sub Branch Anzac Day Dawn Service.  
Richard as an RSL volunteer also gave a pre-ANZAC 
Day Address to the students of Grays Point PS. 
 

Sally Nicholls (Matron Jewell) was invited to give 
the  Address about her mother’s cousin at her local 
ANZAC Commemoration in Hyden, WA.  Sally has 
kindly sent us the transcript of her talk. 
 
Abi Knight (Capt. B. F. Hindmarsh SMS) carried the 
Centaur Placard when she joined her family in the 
March in Macksville, and laid an Association wreath 
during the Service.  
 
On or about the anniversary, all Centaur people not 
able to attend established commemorative services 
are encouraged to hold their own commemorations 
in their own way.  Some build shrines in their 
homes, some  set aside time to pause and reflect, 
some log on to the live streaming from some of the 
bigger services. 
 

Others like Geoff Chegwyn (Pte Basil Colefax 2/12th 
FA) and Joan Walker (Ptes James and Reginald 
Annis-Brown 2/12th FA) and the Hindmarsh family 
lay floral tributes at their own local War Memorial. 
 

 

Erratum.   

In our last newsletter we twice inadvertently 
referred to Pte Clement Woods 2/12th FA as Clive.  
We apologise to his family. 
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Remembering 

STAFF SERGEANT Thomas Digby Hughes BARLOW, known as Digby, 

NX50676 

2/12th Field Ambulance 

From ‘Men for Others’ St Aloysius College Honour Roll by Geri Nicholas,  

with permission 

Digby was born on 24 February 1901 in Randwick, 
Sydney, the only son of three children of Thomas 
Hughes Barlow Dernford, Lytton St North Sydney 
and Adelaide May Barlow (nee Brewer) of 164 
Bellevue Rd Edgecliff. Digby Barlow (SAC 1911-
1919) was a member of a loyal Aloysian family 
whose College connections span more than a 
hundred years.  Not just in the length of time but 
also in depth with a seemingly endless list of uncles, 
cousins, brothers and sons in attendance.  Jack 
Barlow, a cousin was killed in action in WWI and 
another cousin, Peter Brewer, was killed in WWII. 

Digby was totally involved in 
College life during and after 
school.  His name appears in 
dramatic productions, Cadet 
Corps, athletics, tennis, 
swimming teams, rugby,  and 
as an editor of the SAC 
Monthly, the school 
magazine written by the boys 
themselves.  In his final year, 
he became a Prefect. 

After leaving school, Digby enrolled in medicine at 
the University of Sydney. 

He made the decision to assist with the College 
Cadet Corps rather than join the Sydney University 
Regiment.  Part way through his course Digby 
decided on a total change of career.  He travelled to 
New Zealand and became involved in butter 
production.  In the mid-1920s he married, and in 
1929, returned with his bride, Ivy, to Sydney where 
he tried the insurance business for a short time 
before returning to farming. 

Digby’s interest in the military began with the 
College Cadet Unit.  He was disappointed at being 
too young for WWI but quickly enlisted when 
WWII broke out.  At the time of his enlistment his 
employment was given as garage proprietor.  With 
his earlier interest in medicine he was attached to 
2/12th Field Ambulance.  He would have served 
with that unit through all their vicissitudes 
including the bombing of Darwin, before returning 
with them to Reidtown in the Illawarra.  There they 
waited while the Centaur was converted to a 
hospital ship to take them to Cairns for tropical 
training before deployment to New Guinea.  His 
first overseas posting was to be fatal on board the 
hospital ship Centaur. 

Photo show Digby Barlow, standing left, with members of the 
school Cadet Corps 

S/S Digby Barlow 2/12th FA is remembered on the AWM Honour Roll, Canberra,  
Point Danger Centaur Memorial, Coolangatta, Qld, 

Heidelberg Hospital Centaur Wing, Melbourne, 
Sydney Memorial to the Missing. 

 
 
The Centaur Association does not have any relatives of S/S Digby Barlow amongst our members.  If you know any 
of his family or friends who can add to our knowledge we would be extremely grateful to hear from you.  Our 
mandate is to remember and honour all who served on Centaur, as much as we can, and especially those for whom 
we have no known family. 
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Last Post 

Bernard Douglas (Doug) 
Hoare, brother of Pte 
John Hoare, 2/12th FA. 
25/2/2026. Doug was a 
foundation member of 
the Association and our 
long-standing Public 
Officer. 

Margaret Willoughby, 
sister of Pte Henry Hugh 
Overett, 2/12th FA. 
19/1/2026, aged 91, a 
very early and loyal 
member of the 
Association. 

Meet the Author Talks with Grantlee Kieza, author of  
‘Ellen Savage and the Heroes of the AHS Centaur” 

 

 

Centaur Primary School marched 
proudly with the veterans, community 
organisations and other schools at the 
local ANZAC Day March in Tweed Heads 
on Saturday 25 April 2026. 

Note the photos of the four house 
patrons on the noticeboard:  Sr Savage 
from the SMS who survived and Ptes Les 
Moss, William “Bill” Lawson and B 
Douglas Colefax all from the 2/12FA who 
lost their lives.  Centaur Primary School 
is indeed a living memorial to the 2/3 
AHS Centaur. 

The Demise of ANC TS Centaur.  
We are sorry to bring you the news that 
TS Centaur, the naval cadet unit we have 
been following at Maleny has been 
disbanded through lack of interest and 
support.  The news was unfortunately 
confirmed for us by the Maleny sub-
Branch of the RSL. 

Committee member Michael Forrest nephew of Pte John Matthew “Jack” 
Forrest, 2/12FA attended Grantlee’s second author talk, also in Brisbane this 
time at the United Services Club.  Michael generously went armed with 
orders from several Centaur families to buy books and have them suitably 
inscribed and signed which Grantlee was only too willing to do.  Many of 
those family members wish to pass on their appreciation to both Michael 
and Grantlee, but especially to Michael because his mandate also included 
postage and handling, one book even going to Canada!  Amongst the crowd 
Michael met and was able to chat with a relative of Major Charles Thelander 
2/12FA who was lost on Centaur.   Grantlee spoke of his research and the 
work involved in telling the story of Ellen Savage and many of her colleagues 
and shipmates, and the courage and heroism that earned her the George 
Medal. 

Centaur Association members Pam Gilbert and Debbie Butler (daughter 
and granddaughter of Pte Fred Fortier, 2/12th FA), attended the first of 
Grantlee’s Author Talks on Monday March 30th at the Cleveland Library in 
Brisbane.  Cleveland is their local library where Pam herself has given 
several addresses on the Centaur.  They arrived early and had the pleasure 
of being able to chat with Grantlee prior to his talk.  While the story is 
woven around Ellen Savage, her life and the heroism for which she was 
awarded the George Medal, it includes many of those whose lives were 
entwined with her throughout her life and particularly on the Centaur.  
During the talk Grantlee showed a number of PowerPoint presentations 
with photos from personal collections of some of the Centaur families.  
Included were the official AWM photo of Pam’s father, Fred Fortier and his 
brother Alan Fortier and a photo from the family album of Fred, his wife, 
Elsie and Pam as a toddler.  Fred and Alan were one of seven sets of 
brothers on board Centaur. 
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For as long as I can remember I have known the story of the Australian Hospital Ship, Centaur. My father George 
McGrath was one of the few survivors when the ship was torpedoed, and I grew up often hearing from him about 
the disaster that occurred on 14 May 1943. The experience dominated his life, being at once thankful and, I think, 
remorseful, that he survived when so many of his mates did not. George also survived the bombing of Darwin in 
February 1942 and the Field Ambulance attachment to Ambon/Timor. Of the latter, 192 men who were in this unit 
sailed on the Centaur and only 13 of this contingent survived. 

My father’s watch which stopped at 04:10 on that fateful morning was on display at the War Memorial (AWM) for 
many years. Every now and then I visited the AWM to see it amongst other mementos. I also accompanied 
George to various commemorations and found my interest in the Centaur grew over the years. Hence, I 
came to the inspiration that a model of the ship would be a fitting epitaph to my father’s legacy and his 
connection with this tragedy. 

Once I decided to acquire the model, I undertook research from the Australian National Archives and other 
sources. I took multiple photographs of the model displayed in AWM. Finally, I contacted Seacraft that 
undertook the build. Seacraft has produced a model that is historically accurate and is a work of art. The 
model of the Centaur is sure to be an heirloom in my family for many years to come. 

 
From Rob Horn, grandson of Pte Len Salmon 2/12th FA 
 

Having an avid interest in my family’s history and past military service, I have been collecting several memorabilia 
and ephemera items related to the Centaur and the 2/12th Field Ambulance over the past years. I had only ever 
seen a couple of older, and not entirely accurate models of the Centaur on display in museums.  This had prompted 
me to seek out an Australian ship model builder who may be able to build a more detailed and accurate model of the 
ship. As luck or fate would have it, when I had found and approached Seacraft Gallery, they informed me that they 
had only just completed a custom build of a Centaur replica having received the request and commission from 
another person with family ties to personnel from the ship.  I only later discovered that person was to be fellow 
Centaur Association member Steve McGrath. 
 

Not unlike Steve’s rationale for commissioning the first build, I was seeking a model of the Centaur that would 
provide a more visual reminder of the loss of lives and the impact that this tragic event had on so many families like 
ours.  Not to mention it is a great conversation piece when family and friends visit, and they happen to ask for the 
story behind it. The model itself is an amazing piece of workmanship (and art), that has been built to scale and with 
the utmost detail.  All based on the original ship’s plans and available photos from its time, along with input from 
Steve himself.  For me, this is now a part of our family’s history that will hopefully be passed down from generation 
to generation, further helping to keep the memory, the loss and the sacrifice of my grandfather always in our minds 
and hearts. 

A Magnificent Model of 2/3 AHS Centaur 

From Stephen McGrath, son of Pte George McGrath, 2/12FA, 
survivor since deceased   

Model created by Seacraft Gallery Pty Ltd 



Let us remember the Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war. 

Building the AHS Centaur – A Story of Research, Respect and Remembrance 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From Seacraft Gallery Pty Ltd 

AHS Centaur holds a profound place in Australia’s wartime history, symbolising compassion, courage, and tragic 
sacrifice. As a hospital ship clearly marked with Red Cross symbols, she represented humanitarian service in its 
purest form. Her sinking in 1943, with the loss of 268 lives, remains one of the most emotional maritime tragedies 
in Australian history, remembered and honoured by families, veterans, and communities across the country.  

Several months ago, we were honoured to receive a very special request from Mr Stephen McGrath in Canberra, 
whose father was one of the 64 survivors of the Centaur tragedy. From that moment, this project became far more 
than a model build — it became a personal tribute and a responsibility to reflect the story of all those who served on 
Centaur. 
 

The research phase alone took four weeks. There are very limited photographs of AHS Centaur, and 
some available images of the ship were only black and white with very little structural detail visible. To overcome 
this, Stephen made contact with the Tweed Regional Museum, where a Centaur model is held on display. Through 
the museum, we were able to obtain detailed reference photographs of the display model, which, when combined 
with the original historical ship photos, allowed us to accurately interpret design features and proportions.  

The model was handcrafted using traditional plank-on-frame wooden shipbuilding techniques. This involved 
forming a full timber frame and carefully gluing and shaping many fine wooden planks to create the curved hull. 
Every detail — from the superstructure to deck fittings and lifeboats, to the distinctive Red Cross markings — was 
handcrafted from wood and metal, with meticulous attention paid to historical accuracy and scale. 
 

From research through to final completion, the entire process took approximately four months. The completed 
model is highly detailed and visually striking, but more importantly, it stands as a respectful tribute to all those 
doctors, nurses, medics and merchant marine crew who served aboard AHS Centaur. 
 

Stephen was deeply moved when he saw the finished model, and it was a privilege for our team to be part of 
preserving his family’s connection to this important chapter of Australian history. 

We have sent several photographs of the build process, from initial framing through to final completion, and we are 
pleased to share these with the Association. If any members or families are interested in learning more about this 
model or commissioning similar commemorative work, we would be grateful if you could pass on our details. 
 

This project was not just about craftsmanship — it was about remembrance, respect, and ensuring that the story of 
AHS Centaur continues to be honoured by future generations."  

Seacraft Gallery Pty Ltd 
PO Box 207, Miranda NSW 1490 
Phone: (02) 9522 7558 

www.seacraftgallery.com.au  
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Disclaimer: The Centaur 

Association does not necessarily 
endorse Seacraft Gallery Pty Ltd 
but based on our two members’ 
stories we pass on their contact 
details in case others wish to 
carry out their own research. 

Author Grantlee Kieza will be signing 
books, addressing groups and giving 
presentations at the following 
locations this coming week. 
 

Sun 3rd May  
Sunshine Coast Hinterland Festival  
 

Tues 5th May  
Goulburn Library - 2pm  
 

Wed 6th May 
Maritime Museum Sydney - 2pm 
Bankstown - 6pm 
 

Thurs 7th  
Muswellbrook Library - 2pm 
Singleton library - 5:30pm 
 

Fri 8th  
Forster Library  - 10:30am 
Taree Library - 2pm 

Upcoming Author Talks for  
Ellen Savage and the Heroes of AHS Centaur 


