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NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2001

WE MARCHED ON
ANZAC DAY IN
SYDNEY

As reported briefly in our last
edition, three of our members
under- ‘the~ Oranje-
@ Centaur banner in Sydney.

Veterans of the Oranje who had
lost so many of their colleagues
on Centaur formed the combined
group soon after the war and
have been carrying the torch for
us ever since.

This year, for the first time, their
ranks included representatives of
three casualties of Centaur:

Judith Beaumont marched for
her father, Lt Miles 2/12th

Bruce McSkimming marched for
his father, Pte McSkimming
2/12th, and

Malcolm Knight marched for his
grandfather Capt Hindmarsh,
Ship's Medical Staff.

We were warmly welcomed by
the Oranje veterans who made
us feel that we were very much
‘part of the family'.

After the March we enjoyed a
wonderful lunch with truly
delightful company. It was a
very emotionally charged day.

Next year we hope many more
Centaur families will be
represented. One person per
veteran/casualty is allowed by
the RSL. If you are interested in
marching with us, please contact
the Secretary, 9985-9016.

Grandchildren especially invited.
See the Manunda Experience,

ROBERT JAMES SPENCE, Ship’s Carpenter

The Navy was Robert Spence’s first
choice for the war effort, but the Navy
rejected him on health grounds. He
tried the Air Force and again was
rejected. Then when the Army turned
him down it was the last straw.

As a child, Robert had had juvenile
arthritis in both legs, making him unfit
for all the forces, but it didn't stop him
from trying.

He was apprenticed to his father who
was a building contractor. During the
war they were not allowed to build
houses, so Robert and his father
made aircraft crates on the Fremantle
wharf. Here he became friendly with

the crew of the Centaur. In the days

before her conversion to a hospital
ship she used to take supplies to the
people in the north west of Western
Australia. They needed a ship's
carpenter, and Robert got the job.

He remained ship’s carpenter during
Centaur's conversion, and later during
her short career as a hospital ship.
On 14" May 1943, he became one of
her 268 casualities.

Like many families of the Centaurs
merchant crew, the first Robert's
family heard was on the radio. Their
telegram from Dalgety’'s came later.
He was only 21 when he died. He is
survived by his three sisters.

60th ANNIVERSARY of the SINKING OF THE CENTAUR 2003

Now that we have finally found each
other, does anyone have any ideas as to
how we can best mark the 60th
Anniversary of the event that changed ali
our lives?

Only recently have we come together to
remember those we have lost, but we do
so in different places, Getting as many
as possible all together will take much
planning and probably more
entrepreneurial  skills than presently

available, but the TENTATIVE thought is to
meet at Concord on 12th (when Centaur
left Sydney ), then at Point Danger on
14th at 11am, followed by Brisbane at
2pm and Caloundra for a sunset service
with wreaths flown out over the site.
Dinner at Caloundra RSL. Please note
this is only a SUGGESTION.

Your thoughts and expressions of interest
would be much appreciated.

Jan Thomas, Bruce McSkimming
and Judith Beaumont at the
Oranje-Centaur Lunch

' less

THE MANUNDA EXPERIENCE

In order to maintain the spirit of the
Manunda in the Anzac Day March, its
veterans have taken steps to counteract
their declining numbers. They sent letters
of invitationto grandchildren and had no

than 16 take part in the March in

| Sydney. The grandchildren, meeting for the
| first time, formed a bond with each other
and the veterans, and they will carry the
Manunda banner and its traditions into the
future.
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Dear Editor

| attended the Plagque Dedication
Service at the AWM in Canberra on
22 October 2000.

My father was Pte F.A.Chapman of
2/12 Field Ambulance who was lost
on Centaur. | was born two months
after his death so did not know him,
although | think of him constantly.

Over the years | have tried many
times to find someone who knew my
father. Eventually | made contact with
Ray Garthon who was able to answer
my one big question: ‘what was my
father like?" His reply was: ‘a good
man, an honest man, a good soldier
and a credit to his country.” This was
what | needed to hear.

Just to be able to talk to scmecone
who was a mate of my father has
been a wonderful experience. Each
time | speak to Ray he asks about my
grandchildren, and | feel in my mind
that this is a link for all of us to their
great-grandfather.

Ray put me in touch with George
McGrath and Terry Freebody.
Meeting them at the Service has filled
for me 4 void of 57 years. | would like
to thank:them by way of this letter for
what they have done for me.

| wish everyone who shares my
problem .could find another Ray
Garthon. | am forever grateful to him.

| hope my story may ease the pain
that for some will always be there.

Max Chapman
Queanbeyan

MAJOR GORDON JONES 2/12

From the Sydney University Faculty of Medicine Year Book 1936.
Comtributed by his brother, Sir Keith Jones,

“A very Bouncy Animal, who had a
way of saying how-do-you-do which
always left your ears full of sand.”

- AA. Milne.

In diagnosing the breaking of glass,
the hiss of an oxygen cylinder or the
gurgling of Imperial Drink, one must
always consider Gordon Jones. He
has seen the insides of most things.

A typical extravert, he devotes his
entire life to playing soldiers, flat
racing, hurdling, fishin’, shootin’,
huntin’ and liquid paraffin. He is the
G.O.M. of the Athletic Club.

Gordon's formidable face has scared
many an innocent bystander. It is
wont from time to time to contort itself |
and emit a burst of song. His taste in |
music is catholic: a Handel oratorio
will most likely merge insensibly into
“Gilbert and Sullivan and end in a
snatch of Puccini, but never jazz.

Claims to be a misogynist after 6pm in
the face of clear evidence to the
contrary. Withal a right worthy citizen
with a great fund of common sense
and a penchant for learned discussion
which is the despair of many a lesser

man.

VALE, HEC MAYNARD

We were sorry to learn of the
death of Hec Maynard, brother of
the Maynard twins. Hec had
given a lot of support to
Caloundra over the years and
was a member of the
Association.

He had been battling cancer for a
long time. We extend our sincere
sympathies to his sisters, Jean
and Irene.

Centaun Primany School

Signing as a second language - just another aspect, apart from the
Centaur heritage, that makes this school unique...

One of the more unusual attributes of
Centaur Primary School at Banora Point is
the Signing Team. Most schools have
choirs to create music using the human
voice; Centaur adds a new dimension in
accompanying their Singers with Signers.

Signing arose from the need of one child
and has grown to be an enrichment for the
whole school community.

Some years ago, a little girl who was
profoundly deaf enrolled in the special
education class. The school undertook to
supply all her needs, not just her
intellectual and physical needs, but her
communication needs as well. She had

-begun to -learn signed English at her—

previous school, and her new teacher had
some skills in signing.

It is not enough, however, to be able to
communicate with just one person. The
child needed to have communicative
interaction with the whole school. Other
teachers were taught signing in staff
meetings, and each class was taught basic
signing vocabulary.

As well as communication for basic
necessity, Signing has a visual beauty, like
a dance of the hands. It was a short step to
choosing some songs and working out
meaningful signs.

When the call was made for a group of
children interested in performing, the
response was a deluge — about 80
children wanting to be involved.

Membership in the signing team had to
be restricted to the higher classes
because of the sheer volume of numbers.
They meet once a week, as does the
choir, and they learn many different
pieces for both public performance and
their own enjoyment. They are in
considerable demand and perform fairlm
regularly. L

The little girl has grown up and gone to
High School, but last year a new pupil
‘who is deaf enrolled in Kindergarten.
He has had a cocclear ear implant but to
help him more speedily develop his |
language - signing helps that — signing
has been put back in the junior school,
and his teachers have learnt to sign.

Like leamming a foreign language,
signing has conceptual advantages, too,
and is taught as a second language in the
school although, strictly speaking it is
English It is most appropriate to the
school because it is a living entity within
the school environment, not just
something kept for ceremonial
occasions.




T e = kS - A - e
& - £ AT T D ST . - T E——, .. W T - ™ —-_—  Ym A

i AHS CENTAUR ASSOCIATION

, . CENTAUR
T. NEWS FROM CALOUNDRA by Erica Costigan POSTAL MEMORABILIA

| Centaur Park Caloundra was bathed in  Four local primary schools were involved, one Peter High, of 94 Winkworth Rd,
| autumn sunshine as more than 150 gath- providing a choir of 30 students to lead the | Banstead, Surrey SM7 2QR, UK.,
| ered for the Centaur Commemorative Ser- hymns and the National Anthem, Other (peterhigh@axa-sunlife.co.uk) is a
vice in May this year. The slight but cool  groups of students assisted with the placing postal historian with a particular
breeze reminded us of the bitter cold of the  of a fresh flower at each Centaur plaque. interest in hospital ships.

ocean below. just as it would have been 58 o Peter will pay for envelopes with
years ago, when Centaur was torpedoed A large number of wreaths were laid, inciuding | bber stamp markings denoting

only 52 kms from where we had gathered. ~ SOM® by stufjents representing _[ocal. schools, | ‘hospital ship”. Oranje and Ma-
: plus many single flowers from individual stu- | nunda readers please note also.

Our ceremony this year centred on the dents. Our aim is that through local students Thouah t the letter. you
continuing of the Centaur story via the next  and families, this piece of Caloundra's history m ac;u% aggun;eﬁzléze for the e'n)\’le-
generations of families and supporters.  will always be appropriately recognized. lope and Peter's collection would

The quest speaker was Bamy McCosker, . . :
son of a survivor, the late Pte Vince Mc- We were glad to welcome three special provide a suitable memofal.

Cosker from Brisbane. Bamy's moving ladies, all now widows, who have been
speech described life as a child in a family fiends via the Centaur tragedy for many | Condensed from an interview with Geoffrey
where the personal effects of the Centaur years - Alice Thompson, Dorothy McCosker | Goddard, published in the Sunday Herald Sun
t fy-were pant of lite. and Bobbie Pettiford. (Melbourne) January 7, 2001.
(2 BOB PATON (2/12th) REMEMBERS
Four generations of the McCosker family ~After the ceremony Bobbie gave me a beauti-
were in attendance - Vince's wife Dorothy, ful photograph of the famous handkerchief | Bob Paton was asleep when the
son Bamy, daughter Sue, plus Bamy's Wwhich contains signatures and messages from | Japanese torpedo hit the Centaur. The
daughter and g[and_daughter' many of the 2/12th Field Ambulance. force of the &\'plOSiOll threw him from
It will be kept for the proposed display at our his bunk. His other vivid memory is
Several other Centaur families were repre-  RSL Club. how fast the ship sank “It was so sud-
sented. Andy Aitchison, a nephew of Pte den,” said Bob. “I just picked myself
Gareth Aitchison, played the Last Post Once again, the Centaur Memorial Bowls Car- | off the floor, ran out to the gangway, up
and Reveille at the Service. We were also  nival was well attended and very successful. | the steps and over the side. When I
glad to welcome Nola Delaney from Kyogle It is an honour to be involved with the Presen- | surfaced there was no ship. It had
and Rita Howard. tation of Trophies at this Annual event. already gone, as quick as that.”

Bob and a few others dragged them-

- . selves on to a damaged life raft. “But I
The Association also has a copy of the famous handkerchief photo, plus photos of the wasn't dangling my feet over the side.”

Ce_ntaur Bowls Trophy, but it will take technology beyond the capabilities of the present he said.  “There were sharks evers-
editor to reproduce them. Ed ; : .
where. [I've never seen so many

Welcome to new members: Bob said he survived because of luck. “1
fien think how lucky i
Dr lan Jacobs, a friend and colleague of ?haetnraﬁ L: c‘;\ I:Zl: ole;:xsnis i:;‘i\b;g

Capt Gethyn Thamas, that dav.” he said.
Ms Margaret Jeram, N
niece of AB Thomas Hughes. Stor Press:
. We regret to report that Bob died aged
g ::; ‘c‘l,]zr&;:%?bo rdon Jo 79 in late September. We have lost
P . e another survivor, and share with his
Dr Charles Thelander, family in their sorrow.
son of Major Charles Thelander.
Mr Jeremy Stephens, .
son of Pte H,,,?,’,d Stephens. Alan Dickson remembers:
| Mr Don McGuire, CORPORAL K.N. CORBETT
get son of Pte H.J. McGuure. 2/12th F.A.
® | Returned Services Nurses Club (Vic) Corporal Corbett stood at the foot of

| Caroline and Sam Evans, grandchildren | the companionway pushing his men

Pupils of Centaur Primary School with  * of L/Cpl Michael O'Brien, and Finn | UP the stairs, thereby compromising
Cadets from TS Centaur at the Anzac | (Fintan) Evans, our first official great his own chances of survival. A true
Dav Senvice at Tweed Heads grandchild member. hero, he gave his life for his men.
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. had rescued afforded me some

A Survivor's Storg -

GEORGE McGRATH, NX33029,
Driver, AASC Attached 2/12th Field Ambulance, AIF Australia

Continued from last edition...

At this stage 1 was under the impression
we had struck a mine but Monty Banks,

| the third Officer, said it was an enemy

torpedo. He told me that they had spotted
a submarine the previous day when the
boat drill alarm was sounded during
lunch. Banks told me that this was the
third time he had been torpedoed.

As the sun came up and the day wore on, |
saw two planes; one at a great height and
the other at a much lower angle. I also saw
in the distance what [ considered to be
another float with survivors. We drifted
alongside a life boat which was upside
down. Banks said it contained rations and
blankets and wanted six volunteers to right
it. This meant going into the water and
under the boat but with the sharks as a
deterrent there were no volunteers, The
sharks had become aggressive and had to
be beaten off with broken oars and pieces
of wreckage retrieved from the water.

The hatchway cover with the rope hawser
attached to the central lifting rung was
taken in tow and used to lessen the stress
on the overloaded float. Four of the fittest
took turns on the hatchway cover sitting
back to back. I recall my first session on
the hatchway cover. All I wore was my
wrist watch having lost my briefs in the
exit from the ship. A Red Cross pennant |
little

protection.

The day wore on and there were no signs
of rescue. However, the boys’ morale was
high and full of expectation. Limited
rations kept in water-tight containers were
issued and we prepared for the night to
come which was to be the most stressful in
my war career.

It was about midnight when we were
startled by the sudden roar of engines,
prompting Banks to say, “It’s a submarine
up to charge its batteries.” 1 was able to
make out the outline of a vessel showing a
red light. One of the survivors, thinking it
might be a friendly submarine, lit a flare
which Banks immediately extinguished in
the water,

,4¢“WWJMWWW-4m4da{macqmtéemd«&»tdeado{amddﬂmm

The sub crash-dived, much to our relief,
as Banks expected to see a search light
and to be machined-gunned. Nothing
more was heard or seen of .the
submarine.

It was bitterly cold. [ feared
hypothermia, going to sleep and falling
into the water, so I kept moving my
arms and massaging my body to
maintain blood circulation.

Les Horgan, one of my mates and a
powerful swimmer, considered
swimming to shore in the direction of
the lighthouse (Moreton Bay) which we
saw flashing faintly on the shoreline.
Banks had commented that we were
drifting further out to sea. As a
Christian [ reverted to prayer, prompting
my friend Les Horgan, to say he was an
atheist; but he added “if we get out of
this, I will never stop praying.”

We all realised that death, a violent one
from sharks was possible, but did not
give up hope or stop praying.
Eventually dawn provided a great relief.
The bloody sharks were ever-present
and even attacked an empty flare tin
which fell into the water.

The sun rose on the morning of 15 May,
bringing some relief from the cold.
although the glare affected my eyes
which were sensitive from the effects of
the oil and salt water. I had to rub them
constantly but eventually found relief in
keeping them shut.

During that morning, planes were again
heard and gave encouragement that a
search was in progress. Banks estimated
the time of day by the position of the
sun. We were grateful that he organized
a change from the hatchway cover for
the four of us back to the relative
comfort of the float.

From then on our expectations were high
until there appeared to be a change in the
weather with the sea beginning to rise.

To be continued
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CENTAUR NOTICEBOARD
Point Danger
as reported in May 2000.

Harry Pearce with the noticeboard at

Point Danger. Not the best
reproduction - that's Harry on the left.
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DARWIN REUNION

2/12th Veterans and families are |
invited to a reunion on 19th |
February 2002 to mark the BOta
anniversary of the bombing o1

Darwin. .

Accommodation in Darwin in |
February is no problem and good
deals should be available at that
time of the year.

Travel, on the other hand (at the
time of writing) is an unknown
quantity. Two parties of 20 are
booked from Melbourne.lt may be
better for others wishing to attend |
to make their own travel

arrangements.

|

'l‘o provxde a means of commumcahon |
3%9. ‘Survivors, | Descendants, Relatwese‘
;\_nends and Orgamzahons with an|’
§ mﬁargst in the Centaur _ i
I

(33 ’“Q $rao
is an aid to the healing | process wh]ch

BN

I&rmany still continues. -

.....

To ensure that the memory never]
fades, and the facts are not forgotten
by succeeding generations.

|

|

To turn a tragedy into a tnumph, and :

to foster a peaceful and forward- |
Lookmg attitude.

|

Still to come...
Pte Jack O'Neill, W/O C.C Dutfield
and Pte L Wood, all of 2/12th.

MORE STORIES URGENTLY NEEDED. ‘
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