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Have you nofticed our new heading?

Dorothy Gately of 2/1 AH.S. Manunda
asked why we didn't have 2/3 in our
letterhead. A small but important detail
that escaped us in the setling up of the
: Assoc:at:on has now been rectified.

Dorothy remembers Major Gorden
Jones, who gave [ectures to the trainess

at Grafton District Hospital in 1938. There

was no resident doctor at the hospital in
those days and Dr Jones, a tall, good-
looking young man recently arrived in the
town, was a refreshing change from the
older doctors, '

When Dorothy joined the AANS in January
1243 she worked at 104 AGH Bathurst
where Sr Merle Moston was. 2IC until
she joined Centaur. Dorothy remembers a
hice, quiet lady who ran. things very
smoothly for and with the Matron.

_See insert for details of plans fora Plans not yet to hand, but there will be

60th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS 2003
14th May 2003 marks the 60th anniversary of the event that changed our lives.
S.E.Queensland | " R.G.H. Concord NSW

*Commemorative Journey’ in S.E.Qld.  suitable commemorations for those not
Please fill in and return by 10/12/02. wishing to travel interstate.

OUR ORANJE STORY

Many of the Centaur's medical staff had -

previously served on the Netherlands
Hospital Ship, Oranje. After the war when
the Oranje veterans formed . an
association, they called it the Oranje-
Centaur Group in memory of those
colfeagues they had lost on Centaur. Each
ANZAG Day in Sydney, they march under
the combined banner. For the last two
years, a small group of Centaur
descendants has joined - them,
augmenting the dwindling numbers.

Though we are ‘next generation’; we have

been accepted by the Oranje veterans as
part of their family, and they would like to
see more -of our members marching with
them on ANZAC Day.

Will you join us?

For all these years they have carried the
banner for us, Now they have charged us
with the responsibility for its custody. We
will carry it with pride into the future,

1 Life Governor of the Shrine.

MELBOURNE
11 November 2002

Shrine of Remembrance Sancteary .
12.30pm

Enter by South Door

AHS Centaur Commemorative Serwce will be held at the Shrine on
Remembrance Day this yeat.

The Address will be delivered by Capt Cam Watson, M.N. and the wreath laid
by Centaur Survivor, Matt Merris. [t is hoped that Survivor Bob Westwood will
also be able to attend. The Ode will be reclted by Comdr Patricia Vines RRC

Next year, wreaths will be lald ftwice monthly to remember units whose
representative will nominate the month. In future our man in Melbourne, Bob
Kershaw, will request May for a Centaur Service.

Enqumes Bob Hershaw (03) 5282 5594

f Immunity

VALE The Myth of Immunity
_ 2/ 12THFA. Milligan and John Foley is still
the definitive book on AHS
We were sorry to learn in June ofthe Contaur. Painstakingly

death of Laurie Ravenscroft. Laurie
had been in ill health and not abie to
see, but he liked having the Centaur
Newsletter read to him,

researched, it reads well and
answered most of the questions
for most of us.

Available to members of the
Association for $20 posted
anywhere in Australia from:

We extend our sincere sympathies to
his family, and share with them in

their loss. d L
Nairana Publications,
Laurie’s death Jeaves us with just | 6A Doncaster St
eight known survivors, Hendra Qld. 40441.




TS CENTAUR
CADET JOINS
THE NAVY!

from Grant Hammer, Lt ANC-C/0

Ex-TS CENTAUR cadet, Amy McMahon has
become the first from the unit to join the
RAN, but the Navy had to wait untit Amy
was ready as there were a few bits and

pieces of her present life she needed to -

finish up first.

Amy, who joined the unit in 1998 rose to
the rank of Cadet Petty Officer before
transferring briefly. to TS NORFOLK while
~ attending university in South Brisbane. On
leaving cadets she originally Interviewed for
direct officer entry but just missed out on
her first attempt. Not willing to wait
another year, she applied and was
accepted as a general entry in the Writer
category late last year.

Some of you may remember that Amy with
her crew from CENTAUR won the Corsair
National titles last vear at Lake Macquarie
In NSW, After this success she was invited
to crew with a young Hobie Cat sailor from
the local club, This partnership lead to a run
of successes eventuating not only in an
invitation to attend the National Titles at

Jervis Bay, but an opportunity to attend the
New-

World Hobie . Titles
Caledonia. Unfortunately

‘in  Noumeas,"
this would

interfere with her entry into the Navy. Not _

to be foiled, Amy asked the Navy not once,
but twice to delay her entry till later, and
they agreed. The result was a 5th in the
junier division of the World Titles and some
great new experiences for Amy.

As Amy now had some months to wait for
her new entry date she got a couple of jobs
to tide her over. One, working at the local
commercial laundry by day and the other as
a waitress in a local restaurant by night.
She also had to do a bit of milking in the
dalry for Dad as required. .

At this stage her old unit TS CENTAUR was
asked to sponsor her as an entrant In the
Maleny Showglrl Quest. Not only did she
become the Maleny Showgirl for 2002 but
she was only just beaten into 2nd place at
the Regional Showgin finals.
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on this year's number.

On 16th May, | was devastated to
view a Brisbane TV News story
about divers at the wreck of the
Centaur, and of all things,
performed on Centaur Day itself, |
followed this up immediately by
contacting the Dept of
Environment and Heritage, only to
be advised that when the Centaur
was declared an Historic

Protection Zone was not applied
for, and therefore Centaur lies in
94 fathoms, still with only the
meagre pretection . offered an
' Historic Shipwreck, '

We all assumed that with
Service Personnel and Merchant
Crew Jost to an enemy
submarine attack during War
time, the site would be classed
as a War Grave, but such an
-assumption is incorrect.

Shipwreck in 1990, the necessary -

-Minister to

NEWS FROM CALOUNDRA

by Erica Costigan

Caloundra's Centaur Day ceremony was well attended this year, with
several Centaur families being represented and many locals, including
representatives from several schools, giving strong support to the
Commemorative Service, There were just five new Centaur plagues
.} this year, but | feel sure that the interest being shown towards the

‘planned ceremonies for Centaur Day in 2003 will result in an increase

DID YOU KNOW?
CENTAUR SITE HAS NOT BEEN DECLARED A WAR GRAVE!"

| have made' a submission to the
Minister of the Dept  of
Environment and Heritige, on
behalf of all concerned with and
for the Centaur, that urgent
attention’ be given to the
provision of a Portection Zone
around the wreck and beyond for
some distance, being effective
as S00n as possible.

The divers claimed to be
attempting another dive in the
very near future - something | am
sure we all would wish to
prevent. - | request as many as
possible to contact the Dept of
Environment and Heritage (fax
02 6273 6101, email: D.Kemp.
MP@aph.gov.au} and urge the
declare  the
Protection Zone immediately.
Queensland’'s worst maritime
disaster deserves that.

Dept of Environment and Heritage
fax 02 6273 6101, email: D.Kemp.MP@aph.gov.au

Luckily she didn't win; she would have had to
abdicate immediately as her new entry date in
recruit school was just three days later.
did she have to give up her cape and crown, but -
all her other civilian clothes also as she became
just another navy recruit at the CERBERUS ‘hoot

camp’

We had a card form Amy last week telling us that
life is hard but she Is dolng OK. She agrees that
being in cadets certainly gave her an advantage in
accepting the rigours of Recruit School,

Not only

1 Amy McMahon,
Miss Maleny
Showgirl 2002 -




FRED MILLAR’S DOGTAGS COME HOME

After 59 years in the US, Fred Millar's dogtags were presented to his son, Fred and

daughter, Judy, at the Memorial Service at Point Danger on 14th May 2002.

On the afternoon of 15 May 1943, when the survivors had been in the water for'

36 hours, they were picked up by USS Mugford. They were taken on board, given

a change of clothing because they were wet and a tot of rum because they were

cold. They were bruised, battered, burnt, covered in oil, and dehydrated; some
“ were blinded by oil and salt. They were all suffering from exposure and shock.

‘Pte Millar had been hauled on board by an 18. year-old seaman named Hallie
Markham. Hallie led him to a bunk and set about cleaning him up. Fred was

covered in oil, he had no shirt, and had a signal flag sunburnt onto his back,

Cleaning him up was a very painful process, but Hallie said Pte Millar was a ‘good

- and tough man’ throughout the procedure. The dog tag string was burnt into his
neck, and to make the cleaning easier and less painful, Hallie removed the dog
tags and put them in his pocket for safekeeping. And there they remained.

The . Mugford disembarked the survivors at Brisbane where 'they were

hospitalized, and had put out to sea again, when Hallie remembered the dog tags _

that were still in his pocket. He kept them all through the war, and when the war
was over, they went home with him,

Some years later when he found them again, he made enquiries and found that
Fred Millar had been killed in a railway shunting accident at Tamworth in 1954,
So he kept the dog tags as a memento of a brave man with a great sense of
humour whom he felt honoured to have known, if only for such a short time,

Then a few years ago, when Hallie was getting on-in life, he thought Australia
would be a more appropriate place to hold the dog tags and he send them back
through Chris Milligan toJohn Foley, the co-authors of “The My_th of Immunity”.

John found that Fred had married and had a widow, Una, but they didn;t know

where she was, and they thought she must have died too. No one knew anything
about any children.

An advertisement for the Association in the Australian Senior brought Mrs Miliar
to light. She Is alive and well and living in Gosford NSW. Fred and Una did have
children, and two of them travelled from the NSW Central Coast to be presented
with their father's dogtags.

it was a very significant moment for -all present, especiaily for those who lost
someone on Centaur. Those dog tags were on that last voyage with the person
we lost; they went Into the same sea as the person we lost; and for that brief
moment, during the presentration, they connected us with the person we lost.

Though separated by great distance, Hallie Markham was very much present in
spirit at the presentation. He had sent an email expressing his delight that the
dog tags were finally going back to Pte Millar's family.

Secretary of the Association, Jan Thomas,
presenting Fred Millar’s dogtags to his
children, Fred and Judy. -

60th Anniversary of the
BOMBING OF DARWIN

19 February 2002 marked the 60"
anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin. |
had the privilege of taking a group of 45
Darwin Defenders, partners & carers to
the Commemoration Ceremonies. Over
1000 exservice personnel from all
services attended over 4 days - the
wreath-laying at the Cenotaph, a visit to
Adelaide River and a concert all very well
organised by Darwin City Council.

We were invited to a display at the new
Army Barracks, had an informal chat with'
General Peter Cosgrove and had lunch in
the Sergeants’ Mess, :

Alan Dickson and his wife Jackie were
with me and Allan laid 2 wreath at the
Cenotaph on behalf of 2/12% and other
survivors of Centaur,

| managed to have the Darwin City
Councif give a Commemorative badge to
the surviving members. of the oraganal
2/12th who could not attend.

. - Bob Hershaw

- Welcome to new members

Una, Fred and ludy Miltar, family of Fred Milar
2/12th, survivor.

-Teny Lowe, grandsen of Gus Mayberry original
2/12th

_Jack Begds, whose father missed the last voyage.
- Kelth Clegg, s/o Pte Percy Clegg SMS.

Fran Gillland and Alma Miles ds/o Cpl Albert
(Bert) Taylor, 2/32th i

Qwen Moore, br/o Pte Douglas Moore:
Doug Hoare, br/'Pte John Boare 2/12th
Rodney Blackman s/o0 Pte R, Blackman 2/12th

Rosemary Buttenshaw d/o Capt L. L. Bedkober
2/12th

Ron Downle, b/o of Walter Downie, MN

Cliff Chapman, working on wharves as Centaur
was |loading for final voyage.-

Gordon Sol_omon, Redenslgn _
Gordon Bayly, s/o Pte A Bayly 2/12th
Dudley Wllllams s/o Cpl Maurice A Willlams

- EMS

Ron Wattus, s/0 Pte E.0.Wattus 2/12th
Anna Schofleld, frlend of Sr Margaret Adams

Submissions Invited

Stortes of casualties and survivors put a
human face on the tragedy. WII you share
with us your connection with the Centaur?
The story of your relative, filend or colleague
will be archlved with the Newsletter at the
AWM. Stories can be as long or as short as
you wish, Even single Incidents can be
enlightening.

Wil you also share your own Centaur
experience with us? After all these years, we
are now findIng that we are not alone.

" What about the rest of your life, your Interests

and actlvities? Tell us about yourself so we
can get to know each other.




Concluding A Survivar’s Story

GEORGE McGRATH, NX33029
Driver, AASC Attached 2/12th Field Ambulance, AIF Australia

When | was discharged from Greenslopes |
was given a fourteen day leave to visit my
follts. '

On our return to our camp at Corrimal we
‘were greeted by a few of our unit who
were on leave at the time and fortunate
enough to miss the draft. But most
important was my reunion with my fiancee
who was a bombardier- in charge of a
searchlight battery at Port Kembla and
very popular with many members of my
ynit.

We were reinforced by the 4th Light Field
Ambulance and moved to the Atherton
Tableland for further fraining. Prior to this,
| was married and had a three-day
honeymoon. Eventually | went with my
unit to Moratai, Tarakan, and Labuan with
a further landing at Miri in Sarawak,
British North Borneo. We were at Miri
when the Japanese surrendered. '

We sailed on the hospital ship Wanganeﬂa
for Kuching, where we evacuated the
POWs. This was done with the aid of PT
boats and RAAF Crash Launchers. The
movement involved traversing 15 miles of
river. Following this operation, and with
the high points score, | returned from
Kuching to home and eventual discharge. -

On returning to civil life, | moved with my
wife to Braidwood where | had been born
and reared, and where | had enlisted.

In 1976, my wife and | visited the
United States of America. Prior to

leaving, | enquired through the

American Embassy whether it
would be possible to meet up with
any member of the crew of the
UsSS Mugford. This was quickly
arranged and | was given the name
and address of none other than
Rear Admiral Howard G Corey
{retired), former captain of the USS
Mugford.

At Honolulu, the Admiral who had

been advised of our visit, gave us a
pressing invitation to stay over as his

guest, but this was not possible as we-

were on a tight pre-arranged schedule.
However, | spoke with him for at least

an hour on. the telephone covering

many aspects of our rescue.

1 told him of the deep appreciation the
survivors and the Australian public
had for him and his crew, particularly
in regard to the attention given to the
survivors. He was surprised to hear
that his crew had collected 500

pounds which they distributed

amongst the survivors, and, until |
spoke to him, he was unaware of the
very heavy loss of life on Centaur. He
‘and his ship had been committed to

an urgent assignment immediately

after our arrival in Brisbane.

POINT DANGER RENOVATIONS

Renovations to the surrounds of the Point
Danger Memorial have been undertaken
by Gold Coast City Council over the past
few months.

Harry Pearce, -who singlehandedly
maintains the Memorial, had hoped to
have news of completion by this
Newsletter but the best that can be said
is that work is progressing well. The site
has been cordoned off, restricting public

. access.

The concrete of the Walkway and afl the
plagues on the fence have been renewed.
The rest of the work should be compteted

- shortly.

For those not familiar with the Centaur
Memorial at Point Danger,- the names of

all Centaur personne! are on the
Memeorial; the plagues around the
Walkway commemorate the other

shipping sunk off the eastern coast of’
Austratia. It reinforces the fact that the
loss of life on Centaur was greater than
the total of all the others.

Harry has been on the sick list and
unable to attend to the Memorial though
he keeps a weather eye on its progress.

He recently celebrated his 80th birthday
and received a surprise visit from
Principal Maryann Judge and pupils of
Centaur Primary School who sang “Happy
Birthday” to him. Belated birthday
greetings, Harry, and get well soon.

éwz‘cwz??ummq S’céaaé

from the Log Book

Qur school received a speclal thank you
for helping Planet Atk plant over 2
million trees all over Australia on
‘National Tree Day in July. Centaur
Primary School planted 20 trees in the
schoo! grounds and students continue to
care for these trees. The frees were
donated by Tweed shire Council
kkkkk ) :
Congratulations to the school choir
which has eamed the privilege of
performing at the Sydney Opera House
later this year. Now comes the
fundraising to support the venture.

The Special Unit has ptjrchased a new

digital camera and software. This will
provide an instant and inexpensive way
of recording students” activities and
showing assessment tasks for portfolios

and reports to parents, therapists and

medicat professionals.

LT T '

‘Public Speaklng f:naltsts Natasha-

Lipshus (K/1/2) Sarah Lipshus (3/4)
and Luke Stapleton (5/6) performed at
the District Finals at Terranora. Natasha
and Luke both won Highly Commended.

P ——— p—

Disclaimer:-

The views expressed in this Newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the official policy of 2/3 AHS
Centaur Association. Alf care is taken to check
details reproduced in these pages but no
responsibitity is taken for inaccuracies, Please let
the editor know if incorrect details have been
published so they can be rectificd as soon asi.
possible. All contributions are wetcome.
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 2/3 AHS CENTAUR ASSOCIATION
For Swnuivons, Descendants, Relatives, Fniends and Organiyalions

60 Annivérsary Commemorations in S.E.Queensland
- A Commemoralive Journey

Our Journey begins on the eve of the anmversary with a visit to Centaur Primary School on the morning of the
13" May. The children will escort groups in a “Ship’s Tour” around those parts of the school which are
significant in their Centaur herltage .

About midday or a little thereafter (time TBA) the school will conduct the Service at the Memorial at Point
Danger, followed by refreshments.

Mid afternoon, the Tweed Heads and District Historical Society which has a Centaur Room will be open for
inspection.

The suggestion is that we meet for an informal bistro meal in the evening at either Twin Towns or Seagulls.
14" May. Hardy souls are invited to an informal meeting at the Lookout at 4.10am.

Midday or thereabouts we will be in Brisbane for the formal Church Serv1ce arranged by the Centaur
Memorial Fund for Nurses, followed by refreshments.

Late afternioon (4pm) will see us at a Sunset Service at the Centatir Memorial in Centaur Park, Caloundra,
followed by the Anniversary Dinner at Caloundra RSL. =
_All the above has been arranged.

We still have hopes for a voyage out over the srre, although we are running out of options. Such a voyage
would be from Caloundra or Brisbane on 15", the anniversary of the rescue.

We are still nego’uatmg fora coach to transport those on the Commemorative Journey from Tweed Heads to
Caloundra via Brisbane on 14™,

We are also following enquiries for secure parking for those who travel to the district by car then use the
coach on the day, and especially overnight for those staying in Caloundra.

People who return the survey on the other side will be kept informed of further details as they come to hand.

Second chance for those who have not already expressed an interest.



2/3 AHS CENTAUR ASSOCIATION
For Swnivons, Descendante, Relatives, Friends and, Organizations

60" Anniversary Commemorations in S.E.Queensland

Please complete the following and return to the Secretary 5 Mara Crescent Mooney Mooney 2083 by 10"
December. This still doesn’t commit you but will enable us to make tentative bookings. You will be advised
of the costs as they become available. Confirmation with money required by 2™ February 2003.

How many people are likely to be in your party? ........cooooviiiiiiiinnans PN feeieeneas

Do you require help with booking accommodation at Tweed Heads?.........uvveviveeeierieiieesisnranenn, '

Do you require help with booking accommodation at Caloundra? (discount for group booking available)

Are you interested in attending all three Services?. ... .ot iii i e aeaas ..

Will yoube attend.ing at: Point Danger?........... e,

Brishane?........ceeevn... s

Caloundra?...................

Do you require transport on 13™ May for Centaur Primary School, Point Danger & Tweed H.S?.......... _

Can you offer transport on 13" May for Centaur Primary School, Pdint Danger & Tweed Heads H.S?...

How many passengers?.............

Do you require coach transport to Brisbane and Caloundra on 14‘}_1 May? (Costs to be advised)...... e

Would you prefer to return to Tweed Heads after the dinner? 2%- 3 hours travelling).......ccooveeenennn,

Are you interested in a voyage over the site if one can be arrahged? (costs currently .unknown)., .......... .

Do you wish to attend the Dinner (max $25 pp, could be less)?......... e geneeaaaans e

We are looking at findng secure parking for those travelling to Queensland by car then wiéhing to use coach
transport on 14™ May. Details of return transport to Tweed Heads are yet to be determined.



