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' SERVICE TIMES
MAY 2002

RGH Concord NSW:

10am followed by moerning tea.
~ RSVP Ms Hilary Nourse on
- (02) 9767 5236

Point Danger Memorial,
“Coolangatta Qld:

12pm at the Memorial. Please riote

.change of time. Service conducted by

the pupils of Centaur Primary

School, Banora Point, NSW. .

Centaur Park, Caloundra Qld:
1iam at the Centaur Memorial A
unique feature of this Service is the
placing of a fresh flower at each
plaque on the Walkway.- Morning
Tea provided after the Service.

Centaur Memorial Fund for
Nurses, Brisbane:
12.30pm a wreath-laving Service at

- the Centaur Shrine in the Crypr at
Anzac Sguare Jor the Centanr nurses.

2pm St Andrew’s Anglican Church, '

Lutwiche, enr Lutwyche and Kedron
Park Rds. The Service wit be ted by
Anglican Archbishop of Brisbane,
Dr Phillip Aspinall, and attended by
the Moderator of the Presbyterian.

- Church, the Administrator of St
Stephen’s Cathedral and the former
Moderator of the Uniting Church.
Guest Speaker will be Commander
Ken McBryde ADC RAN, '

Point Danger Vigil:
4.10am at the Lookout.
“Three minutes silence.

" family. He was born on 27" May 1919,

- The family lived at Manly NSW and Len
_became quite a good swimmaer.

_and Shelly Beach.” When he was about

* Pte LEONARD SYDNEY WOOD NX49058

2/12th Field Ambulance
By Zena Bowden

" because he was interested in whatever
they were doing at the time. He was'a
~‘bit of a romantic” and wrote some

quite good poetry,

Leonard Sydney Wood was my brother
and & very much loved member of our

the third child of Horatlo and Lilian Wood., -

~ He joined the AIF and was assigned 1o
the 2/12" Field Ambulance and was
soon sent to Darwin. He was in Danwin
when the Japanese bombed it.

As a child and in his early teens he spent
a lot of time at the beach and exploring

the rocks and caves arocund Fairy Bower
They later returned to Sydney and we

met a number of the boys from his unit.
All those we met were lost with him in
- the sinking of the Centaur.

fiffeen he left home and joined his elder
brother jackarooing in country NSW.

When war broke out he returned 1o the
family home which was by then at
Milperra. ‘He was always good humoured
and the life of the party at home. Every
member of the family was close 10 him

It was just before his 24™ birthday. It
was a tragic blow to all of us, Hewas a
favourite son and brother, and he is
sadly missed and fondly remembered.

Informal meeting.

CENTAUR NURSES REMEMBERED ON WEBSITE

A website dedicated to Brave Women of Oceania has set up a section dedicated 1o
the Centaur nurses. So far it features an article on Sr Mary McFarlane written by her
school friend and Association member Mrs Mary Gibson of Nanneella, Vic. Another
of our nurses, Sr Margaret Adams, is already featured on the main Brave Women site.
This site receives about one thousand visits per month. For those not familiar with '
the internet, this is like having a book published and read by-as many people. The
Website can be viewed at.http://www.angellpro.com.au/lestweforget. htm.

The Centaur Nurses section can also be reached directly at

hitp: //www angellpro com.aufcentaur.htm

We have very littte knowledge of our-nurses and very few contacts for them Any
stories, leads, snippets, or personat recoliections would be much appreciated, as also

would good clear photos,

We seek information for profiles of all Centaur personnel. Anything at all that will

show us the person behind the statistic will help to put a human face on the tragedy.
All submissions welcome, no matter how long or short. Profiles will be lodged &t the
AWM, Chris Milligan's website (as well as Angslipro for the nurses), the Caloundra
RSL Display, the Centaur Room at Tweed Heads & District Historical Society, and at
Centaur Primary School. if you know of anywhere else, please contact the Secretary.




Pte JOHN O’NEILL MORAN NX 48944
2/12th Field Ambulance

John O'Neill Moran was always known in his
family as Jack, He was born at Bondion 10
November 1917 to Leonard and Agnes
Josephine Moran (nee O'Neill). After Agnes'
death, Leonard Moran later married Mary
Thecta Walz.

Other members of the family are Patricia
{Mrs Frisch), Leonard Jnr, Sheila {Sister Ce-

cilia RGM), Marie (Mrs Burns), Clement, Gre-~

gory FMS, Mary (Sister Mary RSM), Margaret
{Mrs Parry) and Frances (Sister Frances
RSM). Jack never married.

Jack attended Northbridge Convent School,

and at the age of 11 won the first State
Bursary from that school, after which he

attended the local school conducted by the

Sisters of St Joseph. He completed his
education at St Aloysius College Milson's
Point (1930-1935) where he gained the
~ Leaving Certificate.

Writing in the Aloysian, the chronicle of the
" College, a classmate, Bill Norrie, says that
Jack was a ‘reserved character.. and &
deep reader of almost universat taste. His
often unexpected but nevertheless authori-
tative knowledge on divers aspects of sci-
ence, literature, history or whatyou-will at
times truly astounded and occasicnaly
prought on himself some secretly envious
hanter from the less well-informed. John
was. an extremely likeabje fellow and his
erudition was forgiven at the sight of his
quiet smile and the characteristic .inclina-
tion of his head, He enjoyed to the full that
less spectacular kind of popularity that is
born of gualities gradually appreciated and
worth a great deal more than the more
easily captured popular fancy.”

He entered the Public Service with the NSW
Justice Department and served ata number

T

THE MORAN MEDAL FOR COURAGE

Centaur Primary School.

of North Coast Court Houses, including
Casino, Murwillumbah, Grafton, Lismore,
Maclean and Coffs Harbour. His school
friend Bill Norrie visited him several times
at Lismore and again at Grafton, and "found
him quietly enjoying life in the country, pur-
suing his favourite hobby of photography
and his study of social problems, interestin
which was maintained by experience arising
“from his work.” :

Jack was about 6 feet tall {183cms) and of

a thin build, a gentle and studious giant. He

had grey eyes, a fair complexion and dark
brown hair. He was an exemplary Catholic,
belonging to the St Vincent de Paul Society,
the Holy Name Sodality and the Hibernian
Society. He was in Sydney for some six
months in 1940 and was a keen member of
the- Campion Society whose study groups
gave him ample opportunity for developing
his ideas and widening his knowledge.

He enlisted from Murwillumbah in July
1941 joining the A.AM.C where he became
a private in the 2/12" Field Ambulance,
With his unit he served for a time at Tam-
worth, Darwin and Wollengong before em-

. barking on the voyage that was to end so

tragically.

In Sydney to board the Centaur he was met
by several of his school friends who re-
marked: “while very much the man, he was
still the same shy, unspoiled Johnny who
could tell you the distance to the nearest
star or the name of Aristotle’s last work.”

The Aloysian states that “of his activities in
the army we have heard little, but we know
that his service would be marked by the
unassuming cheerfulness and devotion to
detail that were characteristic of him.”
Jack was 25 years old,

%

in Jack's memory, his family has instituted the Moran Medal for Courage at Centaur Primary

Schooel, Banora Point, NSW.

Each year on Foundation Day in October the medal is

presented by Srs Mary and Frances Moran to a child from each class who has extibited
courage in facing the challenges of learning and life.

‘Memorial at Point Danger.

SNIPPETS

Centaur survivor, Alan Dickson,
attended the 60th Anniversary of
the Bombing of Darwin on 19
February and laid a wreath in re-
membrance of Centaur casualties.

Meg Brown, widow of Pte ‘Bertie’
Brown, still an active member of
her bowling club at age 84, has
recently received her Life Mem-
bership Certificate in the War Wid-
ows Guild of Australia NSW Ltd,
Meg has been a member of the
Guild for 50 years.

Bob Kershaw, has arranged with
the Trustees of the Shrine of Re-
membrance in Melbourne to hold
a Centaur Memorial Service at
12.30pm, Remembrance Day.

Peter lrvine, sent in a newspaper
report of Toyota's. decision 1o
scrap the name ‘Centaur’ for their
line of 'C' cars (Camry, Celica,
Corolla) on learning of its Aus.
tralian connotations.

‘Harry Pearce reporis that the
storm which devastated Kingscliff
in January brought down two of
the flagpoles at the Centaur
Gold
Coast City Coungil has since re-
placed all four poles. Harry tells
us a contingent of the Corvettes
Association will be in attendance
an at Point Danger on 14 May.

MALENY APEX CLUB ASSISTS T.S. CENTAUR

Naval Reserve Cadet TS Centaur's new

home should by now be at lock up stage -

thenks to the generous efforts of the
Maleny Apex Club, Apex members were
supported by cadets, staff and parents

who acted as as ‘gofers’, fetching and carry-
ing, inctuding helping finish the concrete
plinth for the gun mounting needed to getl
the Unit's main weapon installed. With

‘cadets, we await the official opening...

Submissions Invited
More stories and profiles of casu-
alties are needed to ensure that
their lives are not forgotten in the
future. Will you also share your
ownCentaur experience with us?
After all these years, we are now
finding that we are not alone.




T.S.CENTAUR
SAILING SUCCESS

As reported in the Range News, of Febru-
ary 8, 2002, T3 Centaur's team recently
won the Cadet Division of the Corsair River
Titles held at Maroochydore, Cadet Able
Seaman Matthew McMahon with crew A8
Kai Nieminen and SMN Mark Berg took on
the present National Champion, L/S Sean
Kennedy of TS Norfolk, and other top
crews from SE Queensland in the three
race series.

The irony of the resuit was not lost on L/S
Kennedy who was beaten on a countback
“at iast year's event by Mark's sister Amy!

The other two crews entered by TS Centaur
also did extremely well. One finished

fourth and the other seventh out of & total

of 16 boats.

All crews were scheduied to defend their

present positions at the Inland Titles held

at Lake Baroon in March.
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NEWS F ROM CALOUNDRA

CENTAUR DAY
The Annual Centaur Day Commemora-
tive Service will be heid at Centaur Park
on Caloundra Headland at 11 am on
Tuesday 14 May .

Representatives of several local
schools will participate and assist with
the placing of a fresh flower at each of
the Centaur plaques in the War Memo-
rial Walkway.

On a clear day, the Cape Moreton Light-
house, 20 miles away, is just visible,
and it is a very moving experience to
realize that only 10 miles further east is
the War Grave of so many .innocent
souls.

Caloundra Centaur Committee wel-

‘comes Centaur families and supporters,

and invites them to morning tea in Cen-
taur Park after the ceremony.

CENTAUR PROFILES

More profites are requested for the pro-
posed Centaur Display at Caloundra
RSL, and those who wish are invited 1o
have a plaque installed in the Walkway.

bv Erica Costigan

60TH ANNIVERSARY

Representatives from the Centaur Com-
mittee racently met with Caloundra’s
Mayor and Council who agreed in prin-
ciple to the staging of next year's G0th
Anniversary Service as a late after

‘noon/sunset ceremony.

RSL COMMUNITY LINK

This year the Caloundra RSL Sub
Branch is embarking on the RSL Com-
munity Link Programme, in which rela-
tives, friends and most importantly
school children, stand in, march, and
become the representative for, & de-
ceased ex-Service person. = Centaur
families are invited to avail themselves
of this opportunity to have a local stu-
dent represent their loved one at
Caloundra Services on Anzac Day, Cen-
taur Day and Remembrance Day.

For details regarding Profiles, Plaques
and the Community Link Programme,
please contact Mrs Erica Costigan,
111 The Esplanade, Golden Beach
Cafoundra 4551.

Telephone (07) §492-1892

~ PROPOSED
60th ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATION

Tentative plans are being considered o
find a2 fitting way to commemorate the

B0th Anniversary of the sinking of the Cen-

taur (See News from Caloundra, this page).
It is hoped that such a commemoration
would involve all the major memorials but
would depend on the logistics of the travel-
ling time involved. It would aimost cer-
tainly require the earlier Service times to
be brought forward, '

John Wenban, ex /0 TS Centaur is investi-
gating the possibility of a wreath-laying
voyage over the site following the Brisbane

Centaarn Primary Setaol

from the Log Book

As a new school (7 years old in Cctober
20031), Centaur has worked hard at
improving our learning environment
and beautifying our grounds by planting
extensive garden areas. Each year on
our birthday we establish a new garden
and top up. other gardens that need
replacements.

Last vyear's Birthday Garden was
planted with a mixture of rainforest and
native plants as a link between two
existing gardens. It was pianted by
Kindergarten so that they can watch it

Years 5 and 6 replaced some of the
roses, and Year 4 planted some ferns in
the rainforest garden.

Year 3 added some red, whi{e and blue
flowering piants to the Reveiile garden,
Year 2 planted bird-attracting grevilleas

and banksias outside their classrooms.

Year 1 put bottlebrush near the food
tucker garden which is having trouble
coping with the proximity of the play-
ground.

The Support Unit grew native grasses in

Service and Caloundre RSL has given ap- | grow as they do at Centaur, the sensory garden.

proval in principle for a late afternoon/ -

sunset Service. Yeledol=1-1-1-1-1-1:1:d 110 1d 10044000
Enclosed with this Newslatter is a form. r Congratulations, Centaur, on coming second in the r

“Large School Garden” section in the i
Tweed Shire Garden Competition!! '
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Please complete and return to the Secre- ﬁ
tary if you would like to be kept informed of
the progress of these ideas. Completion of
the form does not commit you in any way.

To everytliing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die...; a time to weep,

and a time to Laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance...; a time to be silent and a time to speak,.. from Feclesiastes 3




Continuing A Survivor's Story

GEORGE McGRATH NX33029,
Driver, AASC Attached 2/12th Fietd Ambulance, AlF Australia

The Rescue

At about 3.30pm, out of the blue, a
plane made straight for us. Banks lita
marker flare. As it banked around we
recognised it as an RAAF Avro Anson
Bomber. It signailed to us to sit tight,
rescue ship on the way. As one could
imagine, the excitement was terrific.
Then the plane disappeared into the
girection from which it came, appar-
ently still searching for survivors.

it seemed an eternity when at fast we

sighted & Destroyer coming at full -

speed in our direction; but then it took
off again circling and dropping depth
charges. Banks said it would have
detected a submarine on the sonar and
intended to keep it down.

It was when evening was closing in that
the destroyer glided alongside our raft,
with sailors lowering rope ladders over
the lower part of the stern, The sailors
gave us plenty of support hauling us on
board. One chap who was badly burnt
screamed and fainted when the skin
came off his arms.

The sharks were still with us. A sailor
emptied a magazine into-the pack and
there was a tremendous flurry in the
water, with the sharks tearing each
other apart.

After we were all oh board, the USS
Mugford moved off rapidly lcoking for
other survivors while there was light.

On board we were issued with blue

jeans and we spliced the main brace
with & jarge Canadian rye whisky which
hit home and made the bicod circulate,

~ bringing the lower part of my body back

to life. My buttocks and the back of my
legs were painful due to the friction
from sitting on the hatchway cover
causing the skin to lift in many places.

Food was offered to me but i didn't
want it. | was more concerned with
checking on survivors and was sur-

prised that there were so many in view’

of the speed with which the ship sank,
Not wanting to stay below deck, |
moved out with three of my mates and
took cover in the forward gun turrets. it

was guite dark when the ship began o

change course back to Brisbane. With
the rising sea, we moved back to our

guarters below deck on the advice of

the crew and stayed there untii we
reached Brisbane about 1.00am.

Waiting ambulances took Uus to
Greenslopes Hospital where we were
admitted under tight security. [t was
then that | realised how hungry | was - 1
ate six eggs, six slices of toast and
drank six cups of tea! Then | was
heavily sedated and didn't wake until
1.00pm. | was greeted by two beautiful

- nurses.. | thought they were angels...

We remained in hospital for three
weeks because we were suf‘ferlng from

shock and exposure.
to be continued

CENTAUR MEMORIAL FUND FOR NURSES, BRISBANE

Centaur Fund for Nurses enjoys the
Vice Regal Patronage of His Excellency
Major General Peter Arnison, A.C,

CENTAUR ROOM AT Q.U.T.

The Centaur Memorial Fund for Nurses
Art Collection was hung in the newly
named ‘Centaur Room” at Q.UT,
Kelvin Grove Campus, and was handed
over at a suitably auspicicus occasion
into their care.

CENTAUR FELLOWSHIP:

Unfortunately, no applicant was recom-
mended this year so the Fellowship will
not be awarded for 2002.

SILVER MEDALLISTS:

The Centaur Silver Medal, together with
the book “Centaur ~Myth of immunity”,
a cheque for $200, and a certificate,
are presented each year o the highest
average grade point student for an un-
dergraduate nursing degree. This
Award is available to all University Nurs-
ing Facilities throughout Queensland,

The Centaur Memorial Fund remains a
strong and viable organisation con-
tributing to the welfare of Queenslan-
ders through their current partictpation
in advancing nursing education.

W/O CYRIL C. DUTFIELD
2/12" Field Ambulance

from his daughter, Nola Delaney.

My father, Cyril Clyde Dutfield was bern
and educated in Stuart Town in the
Central West of NSW. He was the son
of Frederick and Mary Jane Dutfieid
and had two brothers, William-and Ed-
ward, and three sisters Thelma, Mary
and Hope. He left school at 15 years of
age and joined the Railway. He worked
in many NSW towns, including Stuart-
Town, Geurie, Warren, Werris Creek,
Walget, Wellington, Quipolly, and Cryon,
Many of these stations no longer exist.

While he was working in Warren, 'he
met and married Edna Josephine Perry.
His pet name for her was ‘Ted'. Cyril

~and “Ted’ spent much of their married

life in many NSW country towns accord-
ing to Cyril's various transfers as Assis-
tant Station Manager.

Cyril was a reaf home man, he loved his
family and his garden. He was aiso a
great sportsman, loved his cricket and
tennis as did his wife Ted'. They used

to play in country siubs in the towns

where Cyril was stationed.

When | was 10 yéars old he was posted
to Ingleburn as Station Master, and
here my sister, Margaret was born.

He enlisted in the Army from Ingleburn,
The day he enlisted, he told Ted” to sit
down, he had something to tei! her, and
deep down, she knew what he was
going to say. '

He was first appointed to AHS Ma-
nunda, but when one of his mates took

i, he was transferred to the Centaur,

‘Ted' was a friend of Sister Ellen Savage
who told her how the ship was torpe-
doed and where everyone was posi-
tioned on board. Ellen told ‘Ted’ that
one of the nurses was twrning 21 and
they had been preparing-a party for her.
When the torpedo struck, the ship spiit
in half and- sank so guickly ne one had
a chance to do anything.

Cyril's fife is commemorated at the Syd-
ney Memorial located in the War Came-
tery at Rookwood 17 kms west of Syd-
ney. He was 38 years old, a loving
husband.and father. '
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