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CENTAUR TRAVELLERS SPECIAL EDITION

5 Mara Crescent
MOONEY MOONEY NSW 2083
14 August 2003

Greetings Fellow Travellers!

At last I am getting around to writing to all those who travelled to Queensland with the Association for
the 60% Anniversary Commemorations. We spent a couple of emotionally very intense days together
bonded by our shared experience of 60 years ago, and since returning I have felt that I have abandoned
vou. In fact I have thought of you often (and this letter), but the backlog of life put on hold for the
anniversary, plus the tidving up of loose ends, to say nothing of kitchen cupboards and last year’s
spring cleaning (') have all had to take precedence.

Thank vou for the flowers. It took a fair bit of detective work, but I followed the floral trail to Noosa
where it petered out. Eventually, the finger pointed to the Michael O’Brien family (the Evanses), but
whether they acted alone or in collusion with others I don’t know. It was a lovely thought and much
appreciated.

Shortly after my return I was sorry to hear from the McSkimmings that Gordon had died suddenly. He
had seemed so well on our journey. It was great that the three brothers had had that time together
sharing the memory of their father and their loss, followed by a short caravanning holiday. We send
our sincere sympathy to his wife Dorothy, his brothers Bruce and Kendall, and his sisters-in-law
Marjorie and Jovce. .

One thing we omitted from the planning of our Commemorative Journey was the compulsory “class
photo’. Although we didn’t get photos of us all together, ['m sure people took their own family photos
and it would be very much appreciated if you could send some copies to the Association for archiving
and for publishing in the Newsletter. Thank you to the Burroughs who have sent some of theirs.

Those of us who lunched at the Bowling Club on our return from Caloundra discussed several issues
which have since been raised with Maryann Judge at Centaur Primary School. I am waiting for a reply
which Maryann assures me will come soon. First we had to wait for school to resume, then their
efforts were focused on preparing their memorial booklet.

Basically our concerns were:

¢ We couldn’t remember to whom Marvann had asked us to write and about what

¢ What has been put in place to ensure the future of the Centaur heritage at the school?

e The plaques in the Reveille Garden which we couldn’t read — the suggestion was made that we of
the Association replace the plaques with something more durable.

* An update on the status of the 268 trees dedicated to individual Centaur casualties p]anned for the
perimeter of the school.

* Details of requirements for those who wish to present photos and profiles for the Assembly Hall.
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"‘,"10'“‘ of our journey went pretty much to plan and no major wheels fell oft. We counldn’t have wished ”
for better transport or more amenable drivers than we had, though it was a bit of a worry on the first >
day when our bus driver who is local managed 1o lose his way to the school. and our whote ven tight *
itinerary from then on was thrown into chaos. Sull we managed 1o get fed at Seagulls {after m.c,im-_

frantic phone calls from them) and to visit the Historical Society. Ij-cspilc their pl-ans for an al fresco
afternoon tea, | felt the atmosphere in the boatshed was much more enjovable and something different

inner at Caloundra. 1t had to be left 10

The one part of the Journey that didn’t go to plan was the D
riginally mooted

those on the spot 1o organize and somewhere along the line the plot got Jost. It waso
as an Association event, with representatives from the three Memanal Services as guests - just a few.
There was to be no head table, no guest speakers, but an opportunity {or .-\ssoc:axjc;n members 1o mixX
and mingle socially, and 1o share memorabilia. Well, that was the idea. 11 was disappoinung,
especially for those who had brought their files and photos, but most of us were able to make the best
of the crush and the changed conditions. And we were certainly well-fed.

I have two serious matters to raise with you, now that | have got 1o know you as individuals.

e Our dodgy Committee
e Our possible response to the Navy findings.

First, the Committce. In 1999 when I decided 1 would set up an Association 1 knew very few Centaur
people personally, and all of them at Point Danger while I live in Moonev Mooney!” To handie pubic
money | had to have a bank account, and 10 do that | needed Minutes of a Meeting setting up 3
Committee. Obviously the Executive of such a committee couldn’t be my own family stace & would
invalve handling public moncy, s0 two very good and reliable {riends (my fellow officers in our local
St John Division) lent me their names and signatures. We have been working on this ‘interm
committee’ every since. It is time to Jegitimize our commitiee, if it is passible. It would suffce to
have simply an Executive — President, Treasurer and Secretary — r We could add two or four

committee people. Because of the distance involved, Those on the Commutice. Execidive wouid fanve 1o
| am quite happy 1o continue as Secretary and newslener Bdiwr,

have email access.  Any nominees?

but think someone more competent than | should be handling the money. Anyone with any acceLniing
skills or experience? A President needs 1o be wise — well, common Sense will do — and preferably
dynamic to get things done, though generally there is not much to do. A commitiee would share lh:.
decision-making, though again, for the next ten years, there is not likely to be much of that. Apart from K
the Exccutive any of these positions would not involve much in the way of commitment Apy wakers?

If we get enough pominations to form & committee, 1 will put them to the vote of the whole

membership who will no doubt rubber-stamp them.
Second, our response 1o the Navy findings — and this is where a dynamic President and Committee
could be handy. _ _ o
; at Ceotaur be located and declaredt a

Some individuals have written to the Minister demanding th loca

War Grave, Do you feel we should make a conccncq effont fllm@ these ]\ﬂf:’s‘.' Ifwe are 1© do =
anything, it-should be donc now while the Navy is sull weanng ¢gg on s l:_mc;\\:r zhc })}t‘anm.\ clair,
I personally feel that something should be done 1o ensure that this sort of debacle doesat ppf:zdiq:;n
. which it could very well do when this one has been forgotten, and some other OppTTuRISt AXCK S w0
cash in on the mystery. J am very concemned for those who have been mislad by the Joyernment €

gL is clai Naonle TAst voar 2 whiow had he?
original acceptance of the Dennis clamm, ;md he Nwgie. Last) 2

laid wreaths aver?t ‘
ashes scattered there. Al Jeast it would stop ng agaen

that sort of thing happen!



To locate Centa :

with possibly thzrﬁ\;g:ﬂ;q Il)mbably take 1h§ expertise and equipment of Bob Ballard of Titanic fame

ey ‘1 :’eSOUYCCS of Dick Smith! The Navy’s ROV can only delve to 500 metres

— thie hille and valleérs dn y Gordon Rippon, the depth is 1800. Add to that the contours of the seabe,d

‘needle in a haystaci(’ Si(;l\l\;.thereH are more extreme than above sea level — and you have the classic
101. ! ; ' H . i

o Feromse vy owever, we have right on our side, aggrieved families and a (should

ﬁadmlc)):: ;ejrlll:lglg I;)p_'((liorl mlght be fqr us to accept that the coordinates given by Gordon Rippon, (who

ke eaam 19;19 ge uqtll ten minutes befor; the torpedo struck), and confirmed by the Japanese

ke (I thm%(), ?nark the most {1kely resting place of Centaur. We could petition the
nister to acknowledge this site and declare it a War Grave.

So these are the questions for which I would like an immediate response:

1. Do you wish to nominate for Executive or Committee?

2. Do you want us to petition the Minister to
a) locate Centaur; removing all doubt of its whereabouts and declare it a War Grave?

b) Ackno_wledge the coordinates given by Gordon Rippon and the Japanese Government as the
most likely resting place of Centaur and declare that site a War Grave.

ailable at the moment, other

wn website and is researching it.
dchildren — and those further

d about the Association

technology is and Thomas Evans has mooted the possibility of our o
This is the way of the future and should be of particular appeal to gran
down the track. Iam receiving a dribble of enquiries from people who have rea
on the Brave Women of Oceania website which has a Centaur page.

Though the technology for locating Centaur may not be readily av

ng from you. Those with email can contact me

ook forward to heari
lease don’t forget the photos.

It was lovely to meet you alland I
1d phone if you wish. Andp

at jthomas@zip.com.au> or you cou

Best wishes to you all (/OAA

Stop Press

if people enjoyed their visit to the school they might like to write to the
(NSW) indicating this. Thos hould see it as worthwhile t0 involve
f a new school.

Maryann suggested that
Minister or the Premier
history in the establishment 0

¢ in pOWer s

celebration days are woven in the fabric of the school culture;

In the event of Maryann’s departure,

memorabilia will remain in the Library.
5 10 from school funds.

Photos and profiles for the Assembly Hall have been framed by the school. More welcome.

yal Australian Mint, Denison St, Deakin, Canberra ACT 2600 has struck
the RAAMC Centenary featuring AHS Centaur on the reverse of the
ach, postage $3.50. If ordering 100 price 18 $7.50 including postage.

, have the numbers for 100

6999). 1 doubt if we would
now if you are interested and how many.

Reveille Garden Plaques have been replaced at a cost of $81

For Your Information: The Ro
a coin and token set celebrating
RAANC token. Cost is $9.95¢
Contact person is Mrs Louise Fraser (02 6202
unless people ordered multiples for presents. Lef me k
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Poems read or recited at the 4.10am ceremony at Point Danger A
14™ May 2003

Last Post and Reveille were played by Doug Hoare, brother of Pte John Hoare, 2/12th

The Centaur
Lorna MclLean

“This moving verse by Lorna McLean, who, on the
hospital ship Oranje, made several journeys to the Middle
East, is a tribute 1o her friends and colleagues who
perished in the Centaur”

Published in the Newcastle Herald on 13" May 1944,

The trackless sea has claimed them for its own,

The earth-bound spirit knows not where they lie,

Yet down the hallowed lanes of memory

I see them passing slowly by,

So young, and full of hope and joy of life,

Those skilful hands, so trained to give

Peace to the sick, help to the sorely wounded,

Imbuing the weary with the will to live.

They shall grow hot old as we, who mourn their loss;

Age shall not weary them for they are young.

We will remember them while waiting for the
sunrise,

And hear their voices when the hymns of Peace are
sung.

The Ode
Recited by Joan Fisher(Oranje) and Bob Kershaw (2/12")

They went with song to the battle,

Straight of limb, steady and aglow,

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning
We will remember them.

Gone West
Author unknown, written from memory in 1979 b y Mrs £
Hoare, mother of Pte John Hoare 2/12" F4 in memory of
those from the 2/12" lost on Centaur

“Gone West” we say, with tender reverence speaking
Of those for whom thus early sinks life’s sun,

Whose souls, released from strife, are seeking

A quiet surcease from their work well done.

Death is an ugly word, and so we name them

As those who venture forth on some far quest,
Knowing full well ouphearts again will claim them,
Not lost, but for a little while “Gone West”.

Sonnet |
The Sinking of the Centaur

Written by Jan Thomas, daughter of Captain B F
Hindmarsh, Ship’s Medical Staff, lost on Centaur.

No tombstone marks the place where now we lie,
As silently we sleep beneath the wave. ;
No grieving friend or relative comes by, Q
To pray awhile, or weep beside our grave.
On wartime seas we cared for wounded men,
Protected by an international law,
Unarmed, ablaze with lights, in safety, then
Ourselves became a casualty of war.
Our loved ones stricken, stunned in disbelief,
Rank doubts and festering rumours intervolve
Through sixty years of isolated grief,
Together now your sense of loss resolve.
If vigilant, your freedom you maintain
Our sacrifice will not have been tn vain.
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