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Progress of the Centaur Search Project 
Richard Jones, President 

 

Following the appointment of David Mearns of Bluewater 
Recovery Ltd as the Project Manager for the Search for the 
Centaur, the Queensland Government set in motion the 
next phases of the search in August.  An invitation to ten-
der for the supply of deep water search equipment for find-
ing the Centaur was advertized and we expect to hear news 
of the result any time now.   
 

The successful applicant will conduct the search under the 
direction of David Mearns, who will be on board the sup-
port vessel for the duration of the project.  
 

The search is being funded jointly by the Queensland and 
Federal Governments, with the Queensland Government 
being the lead agency.  As covered in our July update David 
Mearns held a briefing at Parliament House in Brisbane 
with the Deputy Premier, the Hon Paul Lucas MP, and 
various stakeholders in the search for the Centaur.  Centaur 
families were represented by this Association.  We were 
also able to ensure that key local organizers from Caloun-
dra, Brisbane and Point Danger received invitations and 
were able to attend.  An estimated 20 to 30 people attended 
including the Joint Steering Committee, the Reference 
Committee and media. 
 

The current plan is for the search to commence in Decem-
ber with Phase 1, using sidescan sonar in a wide swathe 
search.  On discovery of the vessel or evidence suggesting 
its location there will be a closer examination in Phase 2 
using a higher definition sidescan sonar to get a better im-
age to compare with the ship’s plans and other historical 
records.  Phase 3 will be a close visual examination using a 
remotely operated underwater vehicle (ROV) with cameras 
to establish the identity and provide an historical record 
and visual memorial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Mearns at the July 
briefing with chart showing 

proposed search area 

Memorial plaques and CD/
DVD placed at the site of 

HMS Hood (L)  
and the German battleship 

(Schlachtschiff)  Bismarck (R) 

All search and examination will be on a strictly ‘look, re-
spect and don’t touch’ basis. 
 

The planned search area, some 1,000 to 4,000 square 
kilometres, is out to sea from Moreton Island and will 
extend generally from the outer continental shelf down 
to the base of the continental slope.  This area has been 
determined after detailed and exhaustive detective work 
and analysis of all evidence available to David from many 
expert agencies and sources, and has included submis-
sions from survivor Martin Pash, Chris Milligan, John 
Foley and many of our other members.  The sea floor in 
the area is very rugged in 
places and most of the 
search will be in water 
depths from 300 to 3,000 
metres.  The equipment is 
capable of searching down 
to 4,000 metres. 
 

Some comparisons have 
been drawn with the 
search for HMAS Sydney.  
While the search area for 
the Centaur is perhaps 
smaller, the sea floor and currents are more challenging 
for the search process and equipment. 
 

We must accept that there is a risk that Centaur will not 
be found, but live in the expectation and hope that she 
will be. We are certainly very grateful to the Queensland 
and Federal Governments for their financial and project 
management support for finding the Centaur and the 
final resting place of our loved ones. 
 

Meanwhile we have been correcting the list of those on 
board Centaur and adding messages from family and 
friends against the names of those on the list using the 
many contributions from you in response to our letter 
sent out in September.  As a memorial, this list will be 
recorded on a CD or DVD, which will be placed in an 
enduring protective metal casing attached to a plaque.  
When Centaur is found we are working towards having 
this memorial placed at the site by the ROV and photo-
graphically recorded.  The memorial is being designed 
through the committee at the moment. 

 



Centaur Day at Concord 2009 
 
The Services at Concord just keep getting better and better as 
more information is received about people’s needs.  This 
year’s Service was particularly inclusive to reflect the various 
faiths found on Centaur.  The card on the Association wreath 
(pictured) also reflected this trend.  We used a Cross for   
Christians and the wider community,  the Star of David be-
cause there was at least one Centaur casualty who was Jewish 
and his  family regularly attends the Service at Concord, and 
the Flaming Chalice to represent Darwin Clark, the Red Cross 
Representative, who was Unitarian. 
 
The cross and the Star of David were relatively easy to lift 
from the Internet but we needed the help of Mr Hugh Lam-
bert from Darwin Clark’s church in Adelaide for the Flaming 
Chalice symbol. 
 
The minister, Jo Lane, wrote: 
 
“The Flaming Chalice is a symbol from the Second World 
War.  Flaming Chalices were put in the window of homes in 
Eastern Europe during the Holocaust to alert Jews and other 
persecuted groups that this particular house was a 'safe 
house'  The Unitarian Association organized this.” 
 
With information provided by Darwin Clark’s family, we were 
able to tell the minister that the middle stained glass window 
of the set of five that she is standing in front of on their web-
site, was bequeathed by Darwin Clark and commissioned by 
his family. 

2/3 AHS CENTAUR ASSOCIATION INC. 
In Memory of 268 non-combatant lives  

lost on a mission of mercy,  
and those who have since died. 

 
 
 

Lest We Forget 

L-R standing: Carol Miller, Anne Estreich, Kendall McSkimming, Bruce McSkimming, Eric Saunders, Rod Blackman, Marjorie 
McSkimming (front) Charles Brewer, Patty Thorp, Keith Pryor (Manunda), Enid Blackman, Isobel Fitzgerald, Richard Jones (behind), 
Brian Knight, Margaret Jones, Malcolm Knight, Spud Murphy, MN. 
L-R seated: Eric Hodson 2/12th FA, Jan Thomas with Stephanie Knight, Joan Fisher (Oranje), Vanessa Knight with Alexandra. 
 

Families of Centaur casualties, Stephen Foley, Clement Woods, Sydney McSkimming, Reg. Blackman, Albert Brown, Bertram Brewer, 
Gordon Jones all 2/12th FA, William Geaghan, MN, and B.F.Hindmarsh, SMS. 

The card on the Association wreath at Concord reflected three 
faith systems known to have been on board Centaur.  In the 
wider community, and for those of no faith, the cross is also 
generally accepted as a symbol of sacrifice. 

The Concord Service coincides with International Nurses’ 
Day so there is always an official photographer on hand.   
 

Below are some who thought they had escaped... 

R. Jan and Frank 
Dickson, son of  
the late Alan 
Dickson 2/12th, 
survivor 
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L   Mrs Joyce Feller,  
sister of Pte Norman 
Lesnie, 2/12th FA. 

Sir Keith Jones, 
brother of  

Major Gordon 
Jones 2/12th FA. 



Centaur Primary School  
Creating Paths to Success  
 

From the Logbook 22 October 2009 
      
Centaur primary School will be constructing at least three 
COLAS (Covered Outdoor Learning Ares) at the end of 
each of the buildings.  Also as part of the Federal Govern-
ment’s stimulus package the school has been allocated 
$3,000,000 to replace all demountables. 
 
Another major improvement in facilities will be the installa-
tion of 14 interactive whiteboards. Which will not only equip 
students with the latest technological skills but will also pro-
vide a resource to engage them in many different ways. 
 
Numbers at the school are booming, and it might be neces-
sary to restrict enrolments to the local area. 
 
For those new to the school, Centaur Primary School is 
named after the historical hospital ship ‘Centaur’. The school 
has many traditions, which have been developed over the 
past fourteen years. These traditions form part of the 
school’s heritage. Part of our traditions have and always will 
involve the wider community.  The Naval Association, His-
torical Society and members of the Centaur family form an 
integral part of the school community.  Parents and the com-
munity are invited to attend the annual Memorial Service at 
Point Danger which is conducted by the students.   
 
The Log of 7 May continues: “This is a very important time 
for our school and those families who had relatives on the 
Centaur.  At this time we remember the lives which were 
lost.  We honour the courageous deeds of the survivors who 
have given us a vision and hope for the future.” 
 

Queensland War Memorials and Tributes 
 
“War memorials do not praise war, they honour peo-
ple”.  Thus begins the description that accompanies the 
CD-Rom of Queensland War Memorials and Tributes 
donated to the Association by Shirley and Trevor  
McIver.  They continue: 
 
“This CD-Rom is our personal endeavour to record 
visually the hundreds of tributes to our men and 
women who, in times of conflict, left their Queensland 
homes or came from interstate or overseas to train and 
serve in Queensland.  From large war memorials, the 
centre of remembrance each ANZAC Day, so many 
personal and group tributes, each population centre has 
recorded its everlasting gratitude to those who served 
from or in their district and combined to ensure our 
priceless freedom.” 

Charles Brewer, nephew of Pte Bertram Brewer 
2/12th FA reports:  “We were at Prince Henry (the 
Coast) Hospital Chapel yesterday for a funeral; I was 
surprised to find a memorial there to AHS CEN-
TAUR and the nurses who perished. I did not know 
that the Chapel is a Nurses Memorial Chapel. Is this 
news to you?  
     Blessings. Chb.” 

 

National Representative  
Brooke Coulter was successful in 
being selected in the NSW softball 
team and will be playing in the Na-
tional competition to be held in Bris-
bane in November this year. This is 
an outstanding achievement for any 
sports person and we are very proud 
of her!   Congratulations Brooke. We 
wish you well at the Nationals  

 
Softball Champion  
Congratulations to our School Learn-
ing Support Officer, Rhonda Johns-
ton who recently participated in the 
World Masters Games. Rhonda re-
ceived a Bronze Medal coming  
third in the world for softball!  

Centaur Primary School Successes! 
From the Logbook 22 October 2009 

From Caloundra, it’s greetings to all, as we ap-
proach the end of a very exciting year for Centaur 
families and their many supporters.  Plans are certainly 
proceeding very well towards the commencement of 
the search for the wreck. 
 
Details I have gathered over a period of sixteen years, 
including particulars and approximate bearings of 
sightings of the explosion, were forwarded to David 
Mearns, and together with all submissions, David will 
undergo his intense scrutiny and research.  We are all 
anxiously awaiting the start of the search sometime in 
December. 
 
The Centaur tragedy will be honoured by Caloundra as 
always on Remembrance Day, 11th Novem-
ber.  Though it is a much smaller ceremony and smaller 
participation  than on ANZAC Day, Centaur is always 
remembered by Caloundra residents on this day.  My 
husband, Bryan, will be laying the wreath that morning, 
at Caloundra’s main Cenotaph on the Headland.  
 
Season’s Greetings to all, and a wish for a wonderful 
prompt discovery to end these many years of limbo. 
 
Erica Costigan, Caloundra 
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ANZAC LIGHT ON THE WATER 2009 
ADELAIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About 400 brave souls ventured out on a wet and 
windy night for the ANZAC Light on the Water 
2009 which paid tribute to the 268 Australians who 
were lost when the hospital ship Centaur was torpe-
doed off the Queensland coast in May 1943. 
 
Strong winds prevented the lighting of candles in the 
3000 cardboard replica lifeboats made by local pri-
mary school students. 

 
However, North Haven 
Lifesaving Club volun-
teers came to the rescue 
and valiantly managed to 
light some of the candles 
in the 268 lifeboats that 
each bore the name of a 
victim of the wartime 
tragedy. 
 

The small group of spectators were entertained by a 
smaller Bay Big Band, a larger than life Steve Foster, 
lone piper Don Macaulay and the hugely impressive 
Royal Australian Navy Guard and Ceremonial Unit. 
 
Because organizers were unable to light many can-
dles, local community and visitors at the event took 
home most of the 3000 lifeboats and promised to 
return them for launching when David Mearns of 
Blue Water Recoveries and the Federal and Queen-
sland Government search team locate the Centaur 
later this year.  

ANZAC Light on the Water has been held for three 
years now, the first was a tribute to Gallipoli lifeboats 
and last year tribute was paid to the crew of HMAS 
Sydney shortly after David Mearns had found the 
long lost vessel.  

From this year the event  will gradually be taken over, 
organized and staged by school students under guid-
ance from Semaphore Port Adelaide RSL. 

Unfortunately we were not able to notify our South 
Australian readers in time for this event as we found 
out about it only on the eve.  We look forward to the 
re-run when Centaur is found. 

 R   Bill Burroughs,  
Jan Thomas,   

Ian Hindmarsh, 
Shirley English, 

Margaret Henshaw 

(above) Margaret Henshaw   
Susan Richards,  

(Pte J.V. Thomas 2/12th) 

 

South East Queensland Centaur  
Commemorations—2009 

 
It was the intention of the Joint Steering Committee to have a mem-
ber at each of the Services in May this year.  Major Arthur Dugdale 
attended at Caloundra, where our wreath-layer was again Paul 
Clegg (g/son Pte Percy Clegg, SMS).  Association Committeeman, 
Ian Hudson (godson of L/Col Manson SMS) came down from the 
Whitsundays to attend, and met Susie Stafford, sister of Capt. R. C 
Johnston 2/12th FA., who has recently joined the Association. 
 
Mr Anthony Crack, Chairman of the JSC attended at Brisbane.  
Our wreath-layer was our Public Officer, Doug Hoare, who travels 
from Wingham in NSW to attend each year.  Ellen Behan 
(daughter of Tom Behan, MN) regularly attends Brisbane. 
 
No one seems to have had a camera in either place.  We would urge 
you all to seek each other out, and send in a report, so that the rest 
of us can keep in touch with you through the Newsletter. 

Northern NSW Commemorations were again held at 
the Memorial at Point Danger on a gloriously sunny day.  The Ser-
vice was as usual conducted by the students of Centaur Primary 
School, and we were pleased to meet the new Principal Mr Darren  
Scott and discover that he was our bugler!  Our wreath-layer was 
Warren Keats OAM, formerly President of the founding committee 
for the Memorial.  I was asked to ‘say a few words’ on the need to 
find Centaur and was surprised to find myself glorified in the local 
paper as the Guest Speaker. 
 

My brother Ian Hindmarsh and I travelled up from Nambucca 
Heads on the day.   We missed some of the regulars who were un-
able to attend, but were pleased to catch up with Bill Burroughs 
and his sister Shirley English, (Pte Stan Burroughs SMS), and to 
meet Margaret Henshaw and her sister Susan Richards, (Pte John 
Victor Thomas 2/12th FA).  
 

Also in attendance was our only mobile survivor, Martin Pash. 
Martin had been ill for some time, and had lost considerable weight, 
but it was good that he was able to make the trip. 
 

Amongst the media was our good friend Tuck Thompson from 
Brisbane’s Courier Mail. Before the search was announced, Tuck 
gave Centaur a very high profile through many articles. 

Jan Thomas 
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R   Martin Pash, survivor, with 
Kathleen and Jack Hubbard. 

 

Photo: Tweed Weekly 



Change in Leadership 
 
Our President, Tom Evans (g/son Cpl Michael 
O’Brien, 2/12th FA) has reluctantly tendered his 
resignation from the presidency.  Due to the pres-
sures of managing a business and a young family 
Tom feels he is unable to continue in the exacting 
role of President.   
 
We equally reluctantly accepted his resignation, but 
fully understand his position.  During his presi-
dency Tom steered the Association into the world 
of constitutions and incorporations.  He has taken 
us from a little backyard venture and put us on a 
firm business footing.  Before he resigned, Tom 
provided us with a solution to the dilemma of his 
leaving, by proposing Committeeman Richard 
Jones (nephew of Major Gordon Jones, 2/12th) as 
his replacement, with Tom taking Richard’s place 
on the committee.   
 
We feel Richard will make an excellent president, 
especially with preparations for the search gearing 
up.  Of us all, Richard is best placed both geo-
graphically and professionally to attend meetings in 
Brisbane, and keep us abreast of progress. 
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Thank You… 
 
Not only to all those who wrote or phoned with congratulations 
on my award of the Medal of the Order of Australia in the recent 
Queen’s Birthday Honours, but to the Association itself whose 
members nominated me for the Award.   
 
You may not have been aware of what was afoot, but it would 
have been your appreciation of what the Association has meant to 
you that prompted the ringleaders to act.   According to the rules 
of the Order, I don’t know who nominated me, but I think I can 
see fingerprints, and I’m very grateful. 
 
Whatever I may have done to draw Centaur families together and 
minister to them has been its own reward, but this Award is a 
huge step forward in my own Centaur journey. 
 
I haven’t the psychology to understand, nor the words to describe, 
the phenomenon, but with knowledge of the Award, came an 
enlightening, a lifting of a burden;  the dross of my life slipped 
away, and I was able to see that all those unexplained incidents, 
aspects and responses to the vicissitudes of life were Centaur-
related.  With enlightenment comes peace, and I thank you all.  
May the Association do as much for you as you have done for me. 

Jan Thomas 

The Secretary, 
2/3 AHS Centaur Association Inc. 
 
Dear Jan 
 
I was overwhelmed with the news of being able to have a letter 
and photograph of my brother included in the venture of the CD 
to be placed at the site of the “Centaur” remains.  (Hopefully it 
will be found) I thought it to be a wonderful thing to do and I do 
hope all goes well.  I have to admit that when I can’t sleep at night 
I think of him and all those others lying unfound out there, not all 
that far from where I live, and it all seems unfinished somehow, 
so I hope with all my heart that all is successful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Kathleen Dahl 
 

Sister of Pte John E. Stanley, NX43521, 2/12th  FA  

.Maintaining and Upgrading our Records 
 

Many thanks to Richard Jones for collating our records of Centaur 
personnel.  Richard based his list on the Myth of Immunity by Chris 
Milligan and John Foley with their permission and support.  It has 
been corrected and supplemented by review within the committee, 
discussion with Chris and comparison with AWM records.  Since 
then it has been augmented by the records from the Sydney Memo-
rial to the Missing, plus those family connections we have on our 
mailing list, and from family information.  The upgraded list will be 
sent to all members with an email address, and those without email 
will receive the information about their Centaur person with this 
Newsletter. 
 

Remembering the Merchant Navy and 
Philanthropic Personnel 
 
Some Merchant Navy families and others who lost 
family in wartime while attached to the Armed 
Forces, have been disappointed to find no men-
tion of those they lost on the Honour Roll at the 
AWM.  A search of the AWM database shows  
that in 1981 a Commemorative Roll was estab-
lished for those not eligible for the Honour Roll: 
those who died while members of Allied Forces, 
the Merchant Navy, philanthropic organizations 
attached to the forces, or as war correspondents 
or photographers.  
 
 In the latest issue of Vetaffairs (September/
October 2008) the Minister is quoted on the occa-
sion of Merchant Navy Day Commemorations as 
saying that “all merchant mariners who lost their 
lives are honoured at the Australian War Memorial 
in Canberra.  Those with no known graves are 
honoured at CWGC Memorials to the Missing in 
Sydney the Northern Territory, Port Moresby, 
Hong Kong, as well as London’s Tower Hill.” 
 
We will endeavour to search the Commemorative 
Roll database for any non-merchant navy person-
nel and forward our findings to relatives without 
internet access. 

 



Centaur Primary School Remembers         -      from the Logbook 
 

    MERCHANT NAVY DAY 
        3 SEPTEMBER 2009 

 

Australian National Flag Day is an opportunity to 
recognize the importance of our flag and its significance as 
Australia’s pre-eminent national symbol in times of adversity 
and war, peace and prosperity. 
 
As 3 September is also Merchant Navy Day, those commemo-
rating Merchant Navy Day also fly the Australian Red Ensign. 
The Red Ensign is the official flag flown at sea by Australian 
registered merchant ships but may be flown on land for cere-
monial purposes. 

CENTAUR CEREMONIES IN MELBOURNE  
From Pat O’Brien daughter of L/Cpl Michael O’Brien 2/12th. 

 
Three commemorations were attended by the Centaur family in 
April and May 2009. For the second year the Nurses’ Associa-
tion again invited Thomas Evans, and they very kindly included 
the Centaur in the first group for the laying of a wreath.  
 
A small Centaur group attended at the ANZAC Dawn Service 
on 25th April at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne. Sam 
Evans (grandson of Corporal Michael O’Brien 2/12th FA), Leo-
nard Williams (son of WO2 L.L.Williams, SMS) and his grand-
son Laurence with 40,000 plus people attended which meant 
that if you didn’t practically sleep overnight you would not be 
able to see very much because of the contours of the site. Les 
Carlyon, the author of historical books on Kokoda and The 
Great War, spoke and said that this day is not about the Glory 
of War but about remembering. As an officer present at Gal-
lipoli reported, “Anyone who thinks war is glorious needs to 
witness what I have seen”. This rings a bell for all those in-
volved in the Centaur who 
know the after affects of a 
terrible injustice.  
 
Later, Sam, Leonard and 
Laurence joined George 
Swain of the Wanganella 
family for the ANZAC 
march. Centaur people 
march under the Wangan-
ella banner by invitation 
which is much appreciated.   

Notice of Special Meeting 
 
It has been brought to our attention that according 
to our Constitution, the AGM should be held in 
person.  Since our membership is scattered over the 
nation and indeed the world, it is impossible to hold 
a meeting in person that would give all members an 
opportunity to participate.  Therefore, please take 
note that on 10 December 2009, we will hold a  

Special Meeting to amend the Constitution. 
 

Motion:  That the Constitution be amended to 
allow electronic and postal voting at the AGM. 
 

Yea or Nay 
You may send your votes in at any time to arrive 
before 10 December 2009. 
 The result of this vote will be published in the 
May 2010 Newsletter. 

Rev Deirdre Ragless lifts 
Benedict Evans, great-
grandchild of Cpl Michael 
O’Brien to place a poppy at 
the honour roll on the wall of 
the Centaur wing. 

Sam Evans and Leonard Williams 
with the 2/2 AHS Wanganella banner 
and placard 

 

Centaur Ceremonies in Melbourne—cont. 
 
The experience of marching for the descendents of 
the Centaur personnal is very moving mainly because 
of the show of respect from the crowd. What also 
struck the marchers was the sight of young great 
grandchildren clapping and others running into the 
arms and hugging the legs of old diggers.  
 
Centaur Day at Heidelberg Hospital 
 

Remembrance of the 14th May was again held at the 
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital on the 17th May 
2009 officiated again by Anglican Chaplin Deirdre 
Ragless.   

Appropos of the above, the Association was represented at the 
Merchant Navy Annual Memorial Service at Rookwood on 5 
April by Jan Thomas and Malcolm Knight.  After the service 
we visited the Sydney Memorial to the Missing, also situated at 
Rookwood, and paused at each of the Centaur names on the 
various panels.  We tried to get a photo but weren’t successful. 

Stained glass window at  
Heidelberg Hospital  

Melbourne. 

Robert Winther, the 
Veteran Liaison again 
arranged the ceremony 
for us in the chapel of 
the Centaur wing. 
Three new stained 
glass windows are 
wonderful and full of 
colour and light, repre-
senting the sea, mari-
time activity and the 
symbols of peace, fel-
lowship and harmony. 
It is a wonderful space 
in which to meet and 
remember.   
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Remembering 
Pte Charles E. Fishwick, NX48278 2/12th FA,  

and his C.O. 
L/Col. Leslie M. Outridge, QX6475, 2/12th FA. 

 
A couple of years ago Mavis Cromack wrote a letter.  She 
intended to write the story of her late husband Pte Fishwick, 
but age and infirmity have taken their toll, and the task is 
proving too much.  Perhaps it would be timely to publish 
Mavis’ letter, and its enclosure, in honour of Pte Fishwick,  
L/Col Outridge, and Mavis herself. 
 
Dear Jan 
 

...My first husband was Charles E. Fishwick (known in 
his unit as “Albert” - he was from Lancashire!) 
NX48278.  He was lost on the Centaur and served in 
2/12th F.A. 
 

...In 1943 when I should have been notified by the Army 
of his loss I wasn’t.  I didn’t know where to enquire—
such knowledge has advanced much since those days 
and I was a shy country girl.  I’d heard that L/C Out-
ridge was a survivor, and my husband had great respect 
for his C.O. so I was bold enough to write to him.  En-
closed is a photocopy from this gracious caring man, as 
you can see by his reply. 
 

Actually the Army told me they’d notified my father-in-
law in England yet Charles’ pay book was in order with 
my name as next-of-kin.  My father-in-law never re-
ceived that cable—just mine. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Mavis Cromack. 
 
Transcript of the enclosed photocopy: 

QX6475 
Lt Col. L.M. Outridge 

2/12th Aust. Fd Amb., 
12 Jun ‘43. 

Dear Mrs Fishwick 
 
Your letter has been following me about and only ar-
rived today.  I trust by this time that something official 
and definite has been sent to you as the small degree of 
uncertainty must be very disturbing to you.  The depart-
ment responsible is the D.R.O. (Records Office), NSW, 
L of C., Moore Park, Sydney. 
 
My information, as you must know, is that there can be 
no doubt that Albert was on the “Centaur” with us and 
was not amongst those saved.  I was unable to see many 
of the men after the ship was hit owing to smoke inside 
the ship and the very short time before she sank.  One 
minute is all the time I can account for and from trying 
to rouse men from their bunks I know that most of 
them did not wake from the concussion and are still in 
their bunks. 

My recollections of Albert will always be those of a lad who 
refused to lower his standards of work and living and I am 
very grateful to him for a true loyalty throughout our trials 
and tribulations.  He was one whom I frequently selected to 
go on detached duty which often meant carrying out treat-
ment without a medical officer to rely on.  On no occasion 
have I felt anything but proud of his work and wherever he 
worked the officers at that unit asked for his return when he 
was relieved.  He attended a school for AAMC at Darwin 
and did very well and I really feel he loved his work and the 
school seemed to be a great stimulus to him. 
 
Nothing I can say can console you in your great loss which is 
shared by the whole corps and the nation but when we start 
again—as we will—those who are gone have set a standard 
for us in the best British tradition and none more so than 
your husband. 
 
Yours very sincerely 
L. M. Outridge, Lt. Col. 

Laying flowers on behalf of Mrs 
Mavis Cromack in memory of her 
late husband, Pte Charles E. Fish-
wick 2/12th FA. Point Danger 
2009.  For many years Mavis at-
tended the Service at Point Dan-
ger, but this year she was unable 
to be present. 

 

North Stradbroke Island Historical Museum  
 

from the Website 
 
“This year the North Stradbroke Island Historical Museum 
(NSIHM) decided to enter the ABC Radio National 2009 
Regional Museums Award. This was the second year of the 
Award and as a small Museum run almost entirely by volun-
teers, we were asked to tell our story.  There were over 
eighty museums who accepted this challenge from every 
Australian state.  We were thrilled to find we were judged the 
overall winner.  When it was announced, this feeling seemed 
to spill over into the general community, accepting they were 
part of the Museum as well. 

ABC Radio National’s Life Matters program later visited the 
Museum to celebrate our winning the 2009 Regional Muse-
ums Award.”   
  

Well done!!! 
  
The Museum has extended its open days and is now open 
Tuesday through to Saturday inclusive.  It is located at 15-17 
Welsby Street, Dunwich (not far from the Post Office). 
Phone No. (07) 3409 9699 
 
Among its treasures is a stretcher from the Centaur.   
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Let us remember Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war 

Disclaimer:- 
The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official policy of  2/3 
AHS Centaur Association Inc.  All care is taken to check details reproduced in these 
pages but no responsibility is taken for inaccuracies.  Please let the editor know if incorrect 
details have been published so they can be rectified as soon as possible.  All contributions 
are welcome. Copyright remains with the authors, and anything quoted from this Newsletter 
should include names of both the author (when given) and the Newsletter. 

OUR RATIONALE 
 

To honour those who gave their 
lives on 2/3 AHS Centaur. 
 

To provide a means of 
communication for Survivors, 
Descendants, Relatives, Friends  
& Organizations  interested in 
2/3 AHS Centaur 
 

To help the healing process 
which for many  still continues. 
 

To ensure that the memory never 
fades, and the facts are not 
forgot ten  by  succeeding 
generations.  
 

To turn a tragedy into a triumph, 
and to foster a  peaceful and 
forward-looking attitude. 

The Myth of Immunity  
 
This book by Christopher Milligan and 
John Foley is still the definitive book on 
2/3 AHS Centaur.  Painstakingly 
researched, it reads well and answers 
most of the questions. 
 
Available to members of the Association 
for $35 posted anywhere in Australia 
from:  
 
Nairana Publications,  
6A Doncaster St  
Hendra Qld. 4011. 
 
Quote this Newsletter. 

Out of the Mouths of Babes… 
 
Trauma such as ours does not stop with those immediately 
affected.  Like ripples on a pond it fans out though families 
and filters down generations. 
 
Earlier this year the following story was found on 
the side of an empty tissue box: 
 
“My name is Abigail Jayde Morrison Hindmarsh 
Knight.  I love my family.  We are the little family 
who lost him.  By Abigail Knight.” 
 
Abigail is seven.  She lives with her mother Kirstin 
on ten acres in the family heartland of Macksville 
NSW, where her great-grandfather, Capt B.F. 
Hindmarsh had been the local doctor for eighteen 
years.  Kirstin and Abi have two horses, a Shetland 
pony, and a border collie (plus her stray compan-
ion).  Inside the house, ruling the roost, is a budgie 
with a coat of many colours called Jo-Jo (Joseph). 
 
Abigail marches on ANZAC Day with Macksville 
Public School. This year she and Kirstin were not 
able to attend the Service at Point Danger, but on 
14th May they placed some flowers on the local 
cenotaph which bears her great-grandfather’s 
name. 
 
Some time after that, Abigail  
wrote her story. 
 
(Abi added Hindmarsh to her name herself.  
It’s not on her birth certificate!) 

LAST POST 
 

Judith Beaumont, 27 July 2009 after a sudden de-
terioration in her health following the loss of her 
husband in April—daughter of Lt R.A. Miles 2/12th FA.  
 
Gwen Illidge, Oranje veteran, 20 August 2009, after a long ill-
ness.   As an Oranje veteran, Gwen lost 18 of her colleagues on 
Centaur.  We share her loss with our Oranje members Joan 
Fisher and Bob Moore. 
 
Mrs Lurline Thorpe, widow of Cpl James Thorpe 2/12th FA, on 
Saturday 3 October 2009, aged 95.  Our thoughts are with her 
daughter Carol Cook and niece Dale Liepins, both members of 
the Association. 
 
Mr Les Howarth, cousin of Pte Jack Walder 2/12th FA.  Les 
kept a shrine to Pte Walder, and his widow Joan will remain in 
the Association to remember both Les and his cousin. 
 
Mr Brian Burrett, brother of Pte Bill Burrett, SMS.   Bill first 
served on the Oranje before transferring to Centaur.  We learnt 
of Brian’s death only through his Newsletter being returned 
marked ‘deceased’.  
 
Mrs Pat Wattus, widow of Ron, son of Pte Ernest Oliver Wat-
tus, NX44664, 2/12th FA.  Ron and Pat joined us on the Com-
memorative Journey in 2003.  Our thoughts are with their son 
Mark as he continues to honour his grandfather. 
 
We have recently learnt that Association member, Jeremy 
Stephens, Tony’s brother, died last year.  

Remembering 
 

Captain Gethyn Llewellyn Thomas 
VX104279  SMS. 

 
Ian Jacobs, a friend of Capt. Gethyn Thomas of the 
Australian Army Dental Corps writes: 
 
I could have been the choice  for dental officer 
on Centaur had he not been chosen.  I was co-
founder of the Australian Dental Association 
Post-war Assistance Fund which supplied a liv-
ing allowance for his widow, then Dulcie Tho-
mas, and contributing to the education of their 
two children.  Dulcie eventually remarried. 

  


