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The Search Gets Under Way 
 

By now everyone should have received notification that the 
Joint Steering Committee has appointed David Mearns of 
Blue Water Recovery Ltd as the Project Manager for the 
search for the Centaur. 
 

Having worked with David since the finding of HMAS Syd-
ney, we are delighted with the choice.  We have every confi-
dence in his experience, expertise and integrity.  If Centaur 
is findable, David will find it. 
 

We have to be prepared though for the possibility that de-
spite the best of intentions and the most meticulous endeav-
ours, Centaur just may not be findable.  We will in any case 
continue to do what we do best, ie, honour our dead and 
support our survivors and those bereaved by the loss. 
 

But we approach the enterprise with great optimism and 
confidence.  Finding Centaur will go a long way towards 
helping the healing process.  There will then be no further 
false claims, and Centaur herself - not some vague area of 
possibly empty ocean - will be protected under the Historic 
Shipwrecks Act.   
 

Our next campaign would be to have Centaur, and ships 
like her, given the dignity of War Grave status. 
   

The successful finding of the Centaur might be followed by 
an enquiry such as the Cole Enquiry into HMAS Sydney, 
and such an enquiry might finally put paid to the rumours 
that keep surfacing, even 66 years later, to the great distress 
of still grieving people.  Hopefully such an enquiry will un-
cover the truth, whatever that truth may be… 
 

But for the moment, our focus is on the search. 

Richard Jones, Jan Thomas and David Mearns  

at the Sydney Hilton November 2008. 

 

2009 MAY MEMORIAL SERVICE TIMES 
 

Please note change of date at some locations 
 

Brisbane, Qld 
Thursday 14th May 2009 at 11am, St Andrew’s Anglican Church, 
673 Lutwyche Rd Lutwyche 4030.  Guest speaker: Capt John Foley, 
co-Author of the Myth of Immunity.  Refreshments following the 
Service in the Church Hall.   R.S.V.P. by 4th May to Miss Pixie An-
nat,  P.O. Box 68, Kelvin Grove 4059, or email   
PAnnat@stlukesnursing.org.au.  T.S.Centaur cadets in attendance. 
Parking is available on site.  Uniform, academic dress and medals 
may be worn.  Donation envelopes available at the Service.   
  

Caloundra, Qld 
Thursday 14 May 11am at the Memorial in Centaur Park.   
The Service will include the laying of individual flowers at each com-
memorative plaque by schoolchildren on behalf of relatives.  Fol-
lowed by refreshments at Caloundra RSL. 
   

Concord, Sydney 
Tuesday 12 May 2009 at 10 30 am 113 AGH. Memorial Chapel, 
Concord Hospital.   RSVP Friday 1 May 2009 for catering purposes 
to Melissa.Puglisi@email.cs.nsw.gov.au or 9767 5256. 
   

Point Danger, Qld 
Thursday 14 May 2009 12 noon at the Memorial (weather permit-
ting otherwise in the assembly hall at Centaur Primary School Euca-
lyptus Drive Banora Point).  The Service is conducted by the stu-
dents of the school and includes presentation of the Hindmarsh 
Medal for Endeavour.  RSVP 07 5524 9655 
 
Melbourne, Vic. 
Sunday 17 May 2009 9am in the ANZAC Memorial Chapel, Hei-
delberg Repatriation Hospital. Refreshments will be served in the 
Darebin RSL Sub-Branch clubrooms at 402 Bell Street, Preston.  
 

Point Danger Vigil: 
Thursday 14th May 0410 hours at the Lookout.   
Looking ENE along the S.E. Queensland seaboard, an opportunity 
for individual reflection at the time of the sinking.  You may be the 
only ones this year; the Hindmarshes can’t get there. 

Let us know if and when you are attending Services and we will ask  

Association members to look out for you.  02 9985 9016 or  

jthomas4@bigpond.net.au   Please make yourself and your Centaur  

connection known to organizers or our wreath-layer.   
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HOSPITAL SHIPS 
 
 

 

    Manunda      Centaur 
 

    Wanganella    Oranje 

ADDENDUM TO THE OFFICIAL WARTIME HISTORY 

OF USS MUGFORD. 
 

When Association Member Dave Jeanes looked up the official wartime his-

tory of USS Mugford he was amazed that there was no mention of its rescue 

of Centaur survivors.  Dave wrote to the US Department of the Navy on 14 

May 2008, and forwarded  a copy of the information they have now added: 

 

“Attached to Task Force (TF) 44, Mugford spent the next three months 
patrolling the Coral Sea with a cruiser-destroyer force built around Aus-
tralia, Hobart and Phoenix.  Starting in January 1943, Mugford also be-
gan escorting cargo ships and transports from Brisbane, Palm Island 
and Dunk Island to Port Moresby, New Guinea.  In between convoy 
operations the destroyer continued surface combat exercises with ele-
ments of TF 44.  On 15 May, four hours after departing Brisbane as 
escort for SS Sussex, Mugford spotted an object on the horizon to the 
east.  Shortly thereafter a patrol plane flew near, signaling “Rescue sur-
vivors in water ahead”.  Upon closing the first group of rafts, survivors 
told the crew their ship, Australian Hospital Ship Centaur, had been tor-
pedoed and sunk the day before.  Immediately setting to rescue efforts, 
Mugford’s crew picked up 64 survivors—including one nurse—from a 
two mile radius of oil slicks, wreckage and debris.  The survivors were 
given first aid by the destroyer’s medical staff, ably led by Lt Bruce R 
McCampbell, then clothed, sparingly fed and put to bed.  The ship’s 
company also donated over $1,200 for the survivors’ immediate needs, 
beside donations of clothing, cigarettes, etc.  The survivors were trans-
ferred to Australian Army authorities at Newstead that evening.”  

Senator Russell Trood,  
Liberal Senator for Queensland tells of the 
personal dimension in his support for a 
search for the Centaur. 
 

Senator Trood’s father, Cyril 
(generally known as Peter) who 
died in 1994, was a member of the 
2/12th Field Ambulance and 
should have been with the unit 
when it embarked on the Centaur's last voyage. 
 

"My father did not speak a great deal about the war 
while I was growing up, but he often recalled the events 
surrounding the sinking of the Centaur and was always 
deeply troubled by the acute sense of loss he felt at los-
ing so many close mates,” Senator Trood said. “He vis-
ited the Point Danger memorial several times during his 
frequent visits to Queensland.  
 

“Although the loss of the Centaur is commemorated 
regularly and there are several memorials, locating the 
wreck would enable the final resting place of the ship to 
be recognized as a maritime war grave.  
 

“Peter was not with his unit when it boarded the ship, 
because he was hospitalized in Sydney with a severe 
bout of pleurisy. He was preparing to return to his unit 
on the day the Centaur sailed to its fate. 
 

“It is now time for this tragic episode in Australia's war-
time history to be drawn to a close.”  

This concert in 1949 was just one of the 

many fund-raising efforts of survivor 

Vince McCosker and his family to-

wards the establishment of a suitable 

Memorial to Centaur.  Eventually they 

joined the Caloundra Rotary Club’s 

work in establishing the Memorial at 

Centaur Park Caloundra. 
 

Photos sent by Vince’s son, Barry McCosker 

Our Sydney ANZAC March 

placard.  White background, 

green lettering and red crosses. 

CENTAUR PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

 
The school thanks Mrs Gwyneth 
Green who has kindly donated to 
the school an original table from 
the Centaur ship. 
 

This table was the property of the ship’s purser and 
was taken off the ship for use at a party with the intent 
of returning it the next time he boarded. Unfortunately 
he didn’t get that chance as the ship was sunk. 
 

From the Log Book  26 March 2009. 

More Centaur Stories Needed. 
 

Many people find that writing the story of their 
Centaur person is therapeutic, especially when 
they see the commemoration of their relative or 
friend in print. 
 

Sharing the stories helps the rest of us too.  It 
puts a human face on the statistic, it shows the 
person behind the name on the memorial, and 
reminds us that we are not alone in our loss. 
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       Maryann Goggins (Judge) 
Founding Principal  

Centaur Primary School  

                     1993-2008 
 

Warren Keats, and 

Tweed Heads Historical Society Inc.  
 

Maryann Judge was the first principal ap-
pointed to the Centaur Primary School, 

Banora Point, at Tweed Heads. Her appointment in 1993 pre-
ceded the school being built. She set about organizing the 
school from its inception. The school was established at the 
time that the Centaur Memorial was erected on Point Danger 
at Coolangatta, Qld in May 1993 to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the sinking of the hospital ship Centaur by a 
Japanese submarine off the Southern Qld Coast. A survey was 
taken to determine the name of the school. 
 

With officers of the New South Wales Department of Educa-
tion Maryann oversaw the formation of the school and the 
engagement of teaching staff. Right from the school’s incep-
tion Maryann strove to relate the school’s accreditation with 
the history of the sinking of the Centaur. All of the school’s 
basic fundamentals surrounded the history of this maritime 
tragedy. She developed a close affinity with the Tweed Heads 
Historical Society which co-operated with her endeavours. 
 

Maryann chose to name the four houses of the new school 
Lawson, Colfax and Moss and Savage, after three Tweed iden-
tities who perished and the one surviving nursing sister. 

The school uniforms have a maritime look and the flagstaffs 
in the parade area are nautically designed.  The library has be-
come a repository of Centaur documentation and memora-
bilia.  Maryann had 268 trees planted in the school grounds; 
one to commemorate each casualty of the sinking, and stu-
dents have created a Reveille Garden.   
 

 
The Centaur heritage has been set into the school’s Mission 
Statement for perpetuity. 

Each anniversary of the sinking on the 14th May or a 
practicable date, the whole school is taken in coaches 
to the monument at Point Danger where the students 
themselves conduct the memorial service with the 
School Choir and Signage Group performing.  
 

Maryann liaised with the various 
War Service organizations, invit-
ing them to attend the Memorial 
Services, Foundation Day, AN-
ZAC Day, and any significant 
activities at the school.  The 
school developed a very suppor-
tive and effective Parents and 
Citizens’ Association,  and invita-
tions to these activities and ceremonies are extended 
to all who have over the years expressed an interest in 
Centaur, both the school and the ship. 
 

Under Maryann’s leadership Centaur Primary School 
became one of the leaders in New South Wales Edu-
cation as a centre of excellence, combining both main-
stream and Special Education for children with a dis-
ability.   
 

A very effective teaching regimen developed with the 
teaching staff under Maryann’s guidance.  
    

Maryann retired from the school at the end of 2008 
but her input over the years has left an indelible mark 
on the school’s future. 
 

Maryann has been a compassionate leader.  She pro-
moted pride in our country, Australia, among her stu-
dents and teachers.  She is an outstanding person, and 
with her retirement has left behind a very much ad-
mired and respected institution. 

Photos of House Patrons in the foyer at Centaur Primary School 

 

The school badge, commissioned by Maryann 
is worn with pride by many supporters of the 
school, especially the relatives and friends of 

2/3 AHS Centaur personnel. 

Centaur Primary School students conducting the Memorial 
Service at Point Danger 2008.  Those in the foreground 
wearing blue ribbons have just received the Hindmarsh 
Medal for Endeavour in honour of Capt Bernie Hindmarsh 
SMS.  Maryann has encouraged Centaur families to partici-
pate in the life of the school.  The Moran family established 
a Medal for Courage,  presented on Foundation Day in 
honour of their brother, Pte Jack Moran 2/12th FA.  

FAREWELL, LONG LIFE AND HAPPY RETIREMENT  

 

 



We are grateful to the Federal and Queensland Govern-
ments for providing the funds and taking on the manage-
ment of the search.    We are also extremely relieved! 
 

We need to state at the outset that the $4,000,000 is ear-
marked for the search.  Departmental expenses will be 
met by their departments, and we will pay our own.  This 
also applies to the costs of any Memorial we envisage.   
 

Richard Jones represented us at the first meeting of the 
Reference Committee with David Mearns and the Joint 
Standing Committee in Brisbane on 3 April, and we were 
very pleased to learn that their aims echo our own.    We 
are important partners in the enterprise and our job now 
is to decide what permanent memorial we would like to 
see established to acknowledge the finding of the Cen-
taur.  We are the next of kin, the friends and colleagues 
of those who loved her and gave their lives on her.  They 
cannot speak for themselves.  We speak for them. 
 

Though we might have many and differing ideas, on this 

matter we must speak with one voice.  Speed is the es-
sence of the contract.  We need your ideas, and we need 
them now.  We are looking at a time frame of no more 
than a year, possibly much less. 
 

All suggestions will be considered in the spirit in which 
they are given.   
 

Herewith some ideas to set the ball rolling.  Most will 
require fund-raising of one sort or another.  They are 
thrown open for you to accept, reject, adapt or develop.  
Or to come up with completely different ideas that no 
one has yet suggested. 
 
A Plaque on the Ocean Floor.   
 

Any memorial objects that we would like placed at the 
site need to be prepared before the actual search gets 
under way.  There will be a weight/size constraint im-
posed by the remote handling equip-
ment.  One example is of a ship in 
the northern hemisphere that had a 
plaque with a CD bearing all the 
names of the crew (pictured).  Such a 
memorial was overlooked for HMAS 
Sydney, so a shell casing with all the 
crew’s names engraved was later cast 
into the ocean over the site. 

There can be 
no healing 

without  
forgiveness 
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A Scholarship in Medicine or a  
Foundation in Medical or Marine Research  
sponsored by the Association as a permanent, living memo-
rial.  Or any aspect of those two broader categories.  Sug-
gested by a member of the Association and next of kin to a 
Centaur casualty.  Requires massive fund-raising—just ask 
the Brisbane nurses! 
 

An Expanded Centaur Display at the AWM Canberra. 
Since the extensions to the building a couple of years ago, 
the Centaur display has been re-instated, but it is small, in-
significant and hidden around a corner.  We would like to 
see the display expanded with more artefacts, and the sort of 
technical whizz-bang gimmickry that would make it eye-
catching and tell the full story to passers-by. 
 

The Historic Shipwrecks Section of the Queensland 
Museum, situated in Townsville has expressed a desire to 
mount a significant Centaur display.  The Museum was the 
first of our many supporters and approached us with offers 
of help.  They are keen to see the Centaur story told ade-
quately in their area because of its significance to the history 
of Queensland. 
 

Updating all current Memorials with accurate location 
details, and, if thought appropriate, a suitable etched photo-
graph of the remains of the vessel.   
 

A Japanese Reconciliation Garden, a place of quiet re-
flection, a place of peace in a busy forgetful world.  
 

Through several discussions a  
 

Garden of Remembrance morphed into a 
 

 Peace Garden, and then, based on Cowra, a 
  

      Japanese Reconciliation Garden. 
 

Ideally this would be a joint operation with the Government 
of Japan. There can be no real healing without forgiveness. 
In a discussion group set up in Germany after the war for 
the children of the Holocaust and the children of the perpe-
trators it was found that the children of the Holocaust were 
comforting the guilt-ridden children of the perpetrators.  We 
need to forgive, but not forget, to effect our own healing.             
      

Reconciling with the nation that caused our pain won’t re-
move the sense of loss.  It will, however, make it a little eas-
ier to bear. 

WHEN CENTAUR IS FOUND... 
 

What permanent memorial will best honour those who served on her? 
 

  

 What can we leave for posterity to remember her story? 
 

   

   How can we ensure Centaur points to a peaceful future? 
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A National Memorial Service 
 
 

There was one once, in 1943 at St Andrew’s Angli-
can Cathedral in Sydney.  Sydney-based survivors 
attended, as did resident nurses at the city’s hospi-
tals, but far-flung families like mine were not able to 
attend.   Travel was severely restricted and most 
families too shocked to respond.  The Archbishop of Syd-
ney very kindly sent my mother an Order of Service to  
show her that Centaur had been remembered.  There was 
not much else he could do to bring the nation and the fami-
lies together in wartime. 
 

Now, though, would be an acceptable time to pause and 
bring together the Nation, the State of Queensland and the 
families, friends and colleagues of those who lost their lives, 
at some appropriate place near the newly discovered loca-
tion.  Hopefully such a gathering would include the Blue 
Funnel Line, owners of Centaur, and the Red Cross under 

whose protection she sailed.  Any others? 
 

National and State interests need to be acknowledged, and 
thanksgiving offered for those who have made the search 

possible. But above all, the Service needs to honour our 

relatives, and meet our needs. 
 

The Association, as a member of the Reference Committee, 
would like to be involved in the planning of such a Service.  
  

Do you have any ideas as to how this  
Memorial Service should be conducted.   
 

Should it be secular or religious? 
 

Should it be held in a cathedral or stadium? 
 

Is there anything in the Order of Service—
hymns, prayers, readings, leaders—you 
would like to see included or excluded? 
 

Let me tell you what I would like to see happen.   Consider 
this a first draft for everyone to have a pick at, to prod, 
poke and push into a shape that would benefit all.   
 

I would like the Service to be religious.  I would prefer it to 
be in a cathedral if one can be found to encompass my ecu-
menical ideas. 
 

Most churches these days are comfortable with ecumenical 
services, but most don’t think beyond Western Christianity.  
At least one Centaur casualty was Jewish.  His family are 
members of the Association, and regularly attend annual 
memorial services.  A Service that is solely Christian, no 
matter how ecumenical, will not honour him, nor meet his 
family’s needs.  I would like to see a rabbi amongst the 
leaders, or at least a Jewish prayer lead by a Jew.   
 

Another Centaur casualty was Unitarian. 
   

Do you know of any other religious sensitivities we 

should consider? 

I have a problem with Christians preaching exclu-
sively Christian tenets of faith to a captive audience 
composed of many faiths and none.  References to 
the Trinity, or preaching the Resurrection and the 
Life will bring great comfort to Christians, but will 
not reach those of other faiths.  
  

Christianity has so much to offer the world at large; let’s 
use those parts that are meaningful to all. I was very im-
pressed with both the Anglican and Catholic Archbishops 
of Melbourne at the Victorian Bushfire Service.  Both pro-
claimed their faith without preaching, both had a message 
to reach everyone.   

    

Ecumenism could encompass a variety of belief structures.  
Buddhist, Hindu, Aboriginal and others could contribute 
from their philosophies—something short but pertinent. 
 

The original owners of the land should be acknowledged.  
 

There should be a secular element, because many people do 
not relate to an exclusively religious service.   
 

Music is all important.  It also needs to cut across all ages 
and tastes.  Classical music reaches everyone’s soul, even 
those who don’t recognize it, but all need to go away know-
ing their souls have been touched.  Do you have a favourite 
piece of music you would like to see included?  Or any con-
ventional piece excluded?  Mind you, if you choose Amaz-
ing Grace you’ll lose me; I’d much prefer Mozart’s Req-
uiem—but then you mightn’t like Mozart.   
    

There are many hymns in the Christian hymnal that speak 
to all.  The one exception that I would include is ‘Eternal 
Father Strong to Save’.  Despite each verse referring to a 
member of the Trinity, it’s recurring refrain of “O hear us 
when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea”, is so 
poignant that I hope it would unite without alienating. 
 

 I would dispense with multiple wreaths laid by various or-
ganizations and have two only official wreaths (the Prime 
Minister and the Premier).  Instead, have a huge wreath in 
situ as at the Victorian Bushfire Service and have 268 chil-
dren from Centaur Primary School each place a flower la-
belled with the name of a Centaur casualty (or perhaps 329 
to include those who have since died).  Centaur families 
might like to ‘adopt’ their child and later follow their pro-
gress through school. 
 

During what would be a long procession, we could have 
Pie Jesu (Andrew Lloyd Webber) for the Christians, a Jew-
ish lament, and Flowers o’ the Forest (bagpipes?), often 
played on ANZAC Day, for the secularists. 
 

Cadets from T.S.Centaur would have a strong presence. 
 

For the final blessing, something ecumenical.  The Aaronic 
Blessing (Num 6: 24-26) or Jude 24 (with a little  nip and tuck).     
 

These are some of my thoughts.  What are yours? 
Jan Thomas 

  

To reach all, 
Ecumenism 

needs to  
transcend 
Western 

Christianity  
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The good news is that the stolen med-
als awarded to Herbert Forrest, a Rat 
of Tobruk, and his brother Jack 
Forrest, a medical orderly who lost his 
life on Centaur, were found in the 
glove box of an abandoned car. 
 

But not before a distressed Michael 
Forrest faced the media in an appeal 
for their return.  Michael is shown in 
this photo from the Courier Mail with 
replicas of his father’s medals. 
 

The originals were kept in a safe in an 
upstairs wardrobe but thieves had 
smashed through glass doors, and 
rolled the safe out. 

STOLEN MEDALS FOUND 

To make matters worse, Michael’s father had recently died aged 91 
when the medals were stolen, compounding the family’s grief. 
 

His uncle, Jack Forrest (insert) served with the 2/12th Field Ambu-
lance and was 33 when the Centaur was torpedoed. 

Lost, Stolen or Strayed… 
 

Does anyone know 
the whereabouts of 
the following mem-
bers whose Newslet-
ters have been re-

turned without explanation: 
 

James Coulson,  (Coulson) 
Nola Delaney,  (Dutfield) 
Marjorie Harding,  
Mrs E Larkin, 
Mildred Malcolm, (Malcolm) 
Dr Charles Thelander, (Thelander) 
Mr Arnold Williams, (Williams) 
 

If you know them, would you 
please ask if they wish to continue 
their membership? 

 

Pte Earnest Chapman 2/12th FA 
A photo to go with our recent stories from 
Hannam Vale NSW where a memorial 
plaque honouring Pte Chapman was in-
stalled many years ago in the local Hall but 
no service was ever held. 
 

On the 80th anniversary of the Hall in 2008, 
a memorial service for Pte Chapman was 
held attended by his son Max who met local 
people who had known his father. 

 

Pat Wattus, daughter-in-law of Pte Jack Wat-
tus send us this press clipping from 1943.  
Pat and Ron came with us on the Com-
memorative Journey for the 60th Anniver-
sary in 2003.  Ron has since died, but Pat 
continues the remembrance of his father. 

 

 

It’s good to be able to put a 
face to a name.  David Lesnie 
(3rd from left) and family.  
David’s uncle, Warrant Officer 
Class 2 Norman Lesnie, 2/12th 
F A, lost his life on Centaur. 

 

WORST VICTORIAN FIRES IN HISTORY 
  

We were alarmed to hear on the Sydney news that 
amongst other places, Mudgegonga, home of As-
sociation member Audrey Johnston (W/O. L.L. 
Williams, SMS) was in the line of fire and had re-
ported two deaths.  Prompt action by Pat O’Brien 
(Cpl Michael O’Brien 2/12th), our unofficial Wel-
fare Officer for Victoria, ascertained that Audrey  
was safe.  The Association sent a card expressing 
our thoughts and prayers for her and her family 
and friends. 
 

Centaur families know only too well the effects of 
sudden trauma. 
 

Audrey writes: 
 

Many thanks for your good wishes, also to Pat for her 
phone call.  I really appreciated it. 
 It was a fierce fire and did a lot of damage in a 
short time.  Because of the wind it was quite unpre-
dictable so I was one of the lucky ones.  Sadly a young 
couple who lived near me lost their lives trying to save 
their home. 
 The big clean up has started and many volun-
teers are helping with the new fences.  For the ones 
who lost their homes there is still a long way to go. 
 We have had some rain so the paddocks are 
showing a touch of green and some of the trees are 
shooting so that’s a start. 
 Once again, many thanks,  
  Sincerely, 
   Audrey Johnson. 
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A  brief overview of  
 

MV CENTAUR - 2/3 AHS 47 
from the Order of Service, Brisbane 2007 

 

 

 

In 1924, a brand new ship entered Fremantle Harbour. 
She was MV “Centaur” especially designed for Ocean 
Steam Ship Company Limited for trading along the 
northern coastline of Western Australia and on to Singa-
pore.  The Company was better known as Alfred Holt’s 
Blue Funnel Line. 
 

The first drama for the ship occurred in December 1938, 
when she towed the Japanese whale-chaser “Kyo Maru” 
to Geraldton, after she had broken down.  Despite the 
fact that World War 2 had erupted, the “Centaur” man-
aged to continue her voyages until November 26 1941.  
On November 19, a battle between HMAS Sydney and 
the German raider “Kormoran” occurred which resulted 
in both ships being sunk. The “Centaur” rescued the 
Captain of the German ship, Captain Theodor Detmers, 
and sixty-one of his crew, and landed them at Carnarvon. 
 

Australia’s Hospital Ships, “Manunda”, Wanganella” and 
“Oranje”, all large ships, were totally unsuitable for ser-
vice in the Pacific Islands.  To address the problem, the 
“Centaur” was converted to a hospital ship early in 1943 
at Melbourne. 
 

Leaving Melbourne as Australian Hospital Ship 47, the 
“Centaur” sailed for Townsville via Sydney and Brisbane, 
then returned to Brisbane with sick and wounded ser-
vicemen.  The second voyage was from Brisbane to Port 
Moresby and back to Brisbane with wounded Australian 
and American personnel.  On board was also a number 
of Japanese Prisoners of War.  From the Queensland 
port the “Centaur” sailed for Sydney. 
 

At 10.44am on Wednesday May 12th 1943, the 
“Centaur” departed Sydney for Cairns then New Guinea.  
She was destined never to reach either.  At 4.10am on 
Friday May 14th 1943, off Cape Moreton, the Japanese 
submarine I-177 torpedoed the fully illuminated vessel 
which was supposed to be protected by International 
Law from attack.  Within 3 minutes, the hospital ship 
was gone, taking with her 268 souls.  After 36 hours, 
sixty-four survivors were picked up by the American De-
stroyer, USS “Mugford”.  All  were brought to Brisbane 
and landed late on Saturday May 15th 1943. 

We are pleased to introduce the Museum on North Strad-
broke Island as a partner in our quest to promote the Cen-
taur story.  We have also made the acquaintance of Straddie 
Island News, not part of the museum, but closely associated 
with it.  The Straddie Island News has recently published an 
article on Centaur. 
 

Stradbroke Island has a memorial plaque on the headland, 
at Hopewell Street, Point Lookout, overlooking Cylinder 
Beach. 
 

North Stradbroke Island Museum has the story of the 
sinking of the Centaur on permanent display.  The Museum 
publication “Historic North Stradbroke Island” also con-
tains an article on Centaur. 
 

Artifacts on display that washed up on Stradbroke Island in 
May 1943 and featuring in the museum include a stretcher. 
   

The Museum is located at 15-17 Welsby Street, Dunwich 
(not far from the Post Office). Phone No. (07) 3409 9699. 
  

It is open on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 
between 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m., but for tour groups the 
Museum will be opened by arrangement on other days 
 

 

NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND MUSEUM 

MV Centaur 1924 in 

her pre-conversion 

days with her blue 

funnel and black top 

Oxfam Trailwalker Melbourne 

Our intrepid President Tom Evans (2nd from left, wife Trish 
far left) with team and support crew at the end of the gruel-
ling run.  They raised over $5,600 (and counting) for Oxfam 
and completed the 100kms with all four in a time of 18hr. 
43min. – 57th overall, and 3rd in the over 40 category.  

Wreath Layers 2009 
 

Caloundra—Paul Clegg 
Brisbane—Doug Hoare 
Point Danger—Warren Keats 
Concord—Laurie Hindmarsh 
Melbourne—Sam Evans 

Paul Clegg, grandson of Pte Percy Clegg SMS, 

Caloundra wreath layer with his children 2008. 
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Let us remember Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war 

FINDING CENTAUR EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Most of us at best are looking forward to the end 
of uncertainty.    
 

Some will embrace the discovery with relief that 
there can be no further false claims, and that the 
site will be duly recognized and protected. 
 

Others approach with ambivalence, recognizing 
that emotions locked in childhood will resurface.  
We grew up, but the feelings of loss and confusion 
didn’t grow with us.  Revisiting those memories 
and emotions will be painful. 
 

People not affected glibly talk about ‘closure’.  I 
wonder if there is such a thing.  We accept what 
we can’t change, we come to terms with it, we 
learn to manage it, but it doesn’t go away.  We’ve 
carried the burden of Centaur for so long that it is 
part of who we are.  
 

Tony Stephens in his address at the Concord Ser-
vice in 2008 quoted the Navy Chaplain Richard 
Thompson on the first anniversary of the Bali 
bombings.  He said: 
 

“There can never be a time for complete closure 
because that would imply that we have come to 
the end of our hurt.  We have not come to the 
end, but we’re making progress”. 
 

Tony continued: “He encouraged mourners to 
accept that suffering was a part of life and to try to 
take the next step” 
 

At the end of his address Tony said:  
 

“Establishing the precise location of the Centaur 
would help us know a little more about her story 
and help us take the next step.  But don’t expect 
complete closure, because that would mean we 
had come to the end our hurt.”   

Disclaimer:- 

The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official 

policy of  2/3 AHS Centaur Association Inc.  All care is taken to check details 
reproduced in these pages but no responsibility is taken for inaccuracies.  Please 

let the editor know if incorrect details have been published so they can be rectified 

as soon as possible.  All contributions are welcome. Copyright remains with the 
authors, and anything quoted from this Newsletter should include names of both 

the author (when given) and the Newsletter. 

Pte Bayly’s son Gordon has very few stories of his father, but a pic-
ture tells a thousand words. 
 

Gordon has sent three photos which together spell out the Centaur 
story for so many of us.  The young soldier, the father with his 
small son, and Gordon at his father’s memorial plaque in the Walk-
way at Caloundra.  Gordon was only five when his father died. 
 

Aub and his brother Jack, also in the 2/12th, jumped overboard 
together.  Jack survived, but Aub was not seen again. 
 

Like many of us who were very young when our fathers died, 
Gordon has only a few cameo memories of a father in uniform, 
home on occasional leave, then disappearing for long periods, till 
finally he didn’t come home at all.  As children we waited and 
watched through many years.  We were told they had been ‘lost at 
sea’,  but it didn’t mean much.  There was no grave, nothing tangi-
ble to reinforce the message.    They have been ‘lost’ for 66 years. 
 

When Centaur is found they won’t be lost any more. We will at last, 
figuratively speaking, be able to bring them home. 

PTE AUBREY BAYLY, NX 25410 

2/12th Field Ambulance 

The Myth of Immunity  
 

This book by Christopher Milligan and 
John Foley is still the definitive book on 
2/3 AHS Centaur.  Painstakingly 
researched, it reads well and answers 
most of the questions. 
 
Available to members of the Association 
for $35 posted anywhere in Australia 
from:  
 
Nairana Publications,  
6A Doncaster St  
Hendra Qld. 4011. 
 

Quote this Newsletter. 

OUR RATIONALE 
 

To honour those who gave their 
lives on 2/3 AHS Centaur. 
 

To provide a means of 
communication for Survivors, 
Descendants, Relatives, Friends  
& Organizations  interested in 
2/3 AHS Centaur 
 

To help the healing process 
which for many  still continues. 
 

To ensure that the memory never 
fades, and the facts are not 
forgot ten by  succeeding 
generations.  
 

To turn a tragedy into a triumph, 
and to foster a  peaceful and 
forward-looking attitude. 

The Association was represented at the Merchant Navy 
Annual Memorial Service in Sydney on 5th April, and at 
the Nurses’ Memorial Service in Melbourne on 19th April.  
More in our next edition. 


