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R. Our Association 

wreath-layer, Warren 

Keats with his assistant 

walking the red carpet 

which had been specially 

laid to lead wreath-

layers back to the 

Memorial. 

L. Beryl McCluskey, 

daughter of Robert 

Grainger MN recently 

moved from Sydney to 

Queensland to be near 

her family and brought 

them all to the Service. 

Beryl centre front. 

L. Mark Claydon from NZ 

representing also his father 

Mike who was too ill to 

attend (see Mike’s story p8).  

With Mark are  committee 

member Pam Gilbert, Srs 

Mary and Frances Moran 

who present the Hindmarsh 

Medal in May and the 

Moran Medal in December, 

with Beryl McCluskey.  

It is hard to believe that 75 years have passed since the 
Centaur was sunk.  Most of us who share that 
experience of loss were very young at the time.  It 
shaped our lives, and seriously affected the lives of 
our adults.  Over the years we came to terms with our 
loss  and learnt to manage it.  Various events have 
eased the pain and brought a measure of comfort, 
notably the discovery of the Centaur in 2009, and the 
annual Services provided by community groups,  the  
 

RSL, the school, and the two hospitals, but the spectre 
never goes away, so we keep commemorating.   
  

We remember those we lost and the madness of war that 
took them from us.  We remember the young men and 
women with their lives and careers ahead of them.  We 
remember the senseless loss to the world of so much 
medical and maritime knowledge and expertise.  And 
we remember those they left behind. 

 

Photos Catherine Dunn 

Point Danger 
Conducted by the students of Centaur Primary School 

The 75th Anniversary Service was held on the Walkaway 
on top of the cliff so that all could see and be part of the 
wreath-laying over the sea.  A red carpet was laid to lead 
the wreath-layers back to the Memorial. 
 

From the Captain’s Log 

Our whole school travelled to Point Danger on Monday 
(14 May) for the 75th Anniverary of the sinking of AHS 
Centaur.  
 

We were fortunate to have beautiful weather and were 
joined by invited guests who have an affiliation with the 
AHS Centaur, either as a descendant of those on board or 
as a supporter of our school and our annual service. 
A huge thank you to Marine Rescue, Point Danger, who 
launched their rescue boat and scattered rose petals into 
the ocean.     

        Corrie Stephenson, Principal 

R. Centaur School 

Leaders and Banora 

Point High School 

Captains with Mr 

Stephenson, Mr 

Randle (BPHS) and 

Ms Bellamy (BPHS) 

R. Some of the 

crowd on a 

g l o r i o u s l y 

sunny day. 
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TS CENTAUR  
 

COMMEMORATES 
 

 

WWI CENTENARY OF ARMISTICE 
 

from the Training Officer, LEUT Eddie Vann ANC 
 

Early last year TS Centaur was asked by the Federal 
Member for Fisher, Mr Andrew Wallace MP, if they 
wanted to commemorate the Centenary of the Signing 
of the Armistice to end World War 1. After discussion 
the decision was made to have a new Flagpole erected 
on the Parade Ground, with a stone plinth and plaque. 
An Expression of Interest was developed and 
submitted, resulting in the Department of Veteran 
Affairs allocating a sum of $5,300 to pay for the 
project. 
 
Work commenced on the installation in July 2018 and 
we finally had the mast and plinth completed by early 
October. The Commemorative Plaque and Dedication 
Plate were affixed and on 13th October 2018, the 
Flagpole was officially dedicated by Mr Andrew 
Wallace MP, with a dedication speech that aptly 
focused on the “Boy Seamen” who fought and lost 
their lives during the conflict.  
 
The weather was not kind to us, with intensely heavy 
rain falling for two days prior to the event and 
continuing through the day of the event. A “Wet 
Weather Routine” was cobbled together, at short notice 
and the Cadets and their Armed Guard performed the 
Ceremonial aspects from the covered foredeck, in front 
of spectators from local organisations and parents of 
Cadets. The Ode was recited by Mr Clarke Alexander, 
RSL Maleny Sub-Branch President, and the Australian 
National Flag was officially raised for the first time 
whilst local singer Nellie Finley sang the National 
Anthem. 
 
On completion of the ceremony all those in attendance 
had an opportunity to enjoy light refreshments and 
conversation. 

This Flagpole and Plinth will be an ongoing reminder of 
this historical event for both Cadets and members of the 
public utilising the Maleny Showgrounds. 

CDTSMN Ebony Mitchell 
raising the Australian 
National Flag assisted by 
CDTSMN Clae Webster, on a 
wet blustery day.  

75th Centaur Anniversary 

Commemorations at Bundaberg 

The Bundaberg Centaur Service for the 75th Anniversary 
of the sinking, attracted about forty people.  TS 
Bundaberg ACN provided a guard and a bugler.  Present 
also was a piper from Bundaberg Caledonian Pipe Band. 
 

ABC radio provided publicity, TV cameras were present 
during the Service and relatives were interviewed. 
 

The photo shows Mrs Kathleen Dahl (L) who lost her 
brother Private John Edward Stanley, 2/12 FA, and her 
cousin Pte Henry Victor Oakley also of the 2/12th FA. 
 

Next to Kathleen are Bel and Allan Shield whose 
relatives Ptes Allan Francis Maynard and John Cedric 
Maynard, both of Mount Perry, were also lost. 
 

Pte Mark Harold Cummings QX25635, from Bundaberg 
was also commemorated. 
 

Jodie Lay at the right of the photo was elected president 
of the Bundaberg RSL Sub Branch only the day before, 
the first female in the Sub Branch’s 99 year history. This 

was her first official job.  



 

Last Post 
 

David Wilkinson, g/son of S/Sgt James 
Taylor 2/12th FA,  25th January, 2017.  
 

Audrey Johnston, daughter of  W/O2 L.L.Williams, 
SMS, and niece of Lt A.E Johnson, SMS,  18 March 
2018.  
 

Lorna Pearce, widow of Harry Pearce who maintained 
the Point Danger Memorial for 20 years from its 
unveiling to his death in 2012. 
 

Mike Claydon, brother of Pte Jack Claydon 2/12th FA, 
29 June 2018. aged 89.  See story p 8. 
 

Dr Robert Holland, son of Major Llondra Holland, 
SMS, 23 July 2018. 

May they rest in peace 
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Former committee member Ian Hudson speaking about the Centaur 

at the ANZAC Day Commemorations at Airlie Beach, Qld.   

Centaur Address ANZAC Day at Airlie Beach 

 

The Service was conducted jointly by hospital chaplains 
Fr GraemeMalone SSS and Mr Dale Blaikie.  Music was 
provided by Alex Cronin harpist and Sharon 
Weismandal piano.  Chastine Clidero and Olga 
O’Connor sang “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”.  
The bugler was Holly Luke-Paddon from Concord 
Hospital.  Without notes Rear Admiral Ken Doolan gave 
an excellent address that was inclusive of all on board 
Centaur and was very sensitive to the enormous loss of 
life and the devastating effect the loss of the Centaur had 
on families and communities. 
 

Behind the speaker’s desk was a collage of photos of the 
nurses on board the Centaur, the eleven who lost their 
lives and the one survivor, Sr Savage.  A memorial table 
was set up and all were invited to place a candle. 
 

A feature of the Service was 
the 2/12th FA banner  
accompanied by its custodians 
the Coogee Rover Crew, and 
the banner of the 5th FA. 

 

Concord, NSW. 
Despite age, ill health and distance, Concord Hospital 

remains a centre of remembrance for Centaur families. 

 Centaur Assn wreath-layers, 

Carol Miller and Sue Smith, 

nieces of Capt. Stephen Foley, 

2/12th FA 

Pictured with Fr Graeme Malone SSS are Centaur families Rod 

and Enid Blackman, son of Pte R Blackman 2/12th FA, Richard 

Jones, nephew of Major Gordon Jones 2/12th FA, Leanne Wicks, 

grandniece of Pte Fred Chidgey SMS, Carol Miller and Sue Smith 

nieces of Capt Stephen Foley 2/12th FA, Lucy Walton, daughter of 

Pte Clem Wood, 2/12th FA, Alan Curry 5th FA Assn, Marlene 

O’Brien, daughter of Capt Hindmarsh SMS, Barbara O’Keefe 

RAANC Assn, Mr Dale Blaikie Anglican Chaplain, Guest Speaker 

Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO, Margaret Parry sister of Pte Jack 

Moran, 2/12th FA, and Centaur supporters.   

Brisbane, QLD 
 

St Andrew’s Anglican Church Lutwyche 

The photo shows Col Pettiford son of Pte Alan Pettiford, 2/12th FA, 

Colonel Julie Finucane OAM RFD FACN FCENA, President of the 

Centaur Memorial Fund for Nurses, Michael and John Forrest, 

nephews of Pte John Forrest 2/12th FA (inset) 

The Service was 
arranged by the 
Centaur Memorial 
Fund for Nurses in 
the presence of his 
Excellency, the 
Honourable Paul de 
Jersey AC Governor 
of Queensland and 
Mrs Kaye de Jersey. 
Assisting were the 
choir of Brisbane 
Gi r l s  Grammar 
School and the 
Brisbane Boys’ 
College Pipe Band. 

Ready to cut the 75th 

Anniversary cake are L-R: 

Alan Curry 5th Field Ambulance 

Assn, Barbara O’Keefe RAANC 

Assn, Allan Moffatt OAM 

President Federation of Naval 

Ships Assn, Richard Jones 

President Centaur Assn, Rear 

Admiral Ken Doolan AO RAN 

Rtd, former National RSL 

President.  



Information about our Centaur personnel comes in many 
ways, and some are stories in themselves.   
 

Malcolm Knight, grandson of Captain Hindmarsh SMS, 
is a NSW Ambulance Officer and was trawling through 
Ambulance archives one day when he came across the 
fact that a street in Crescent Head NSW was named after 
a Centaur casualty.  A quick look at a map and there was 
William Bailey Place, off Charles Parry Street in 
Crescent Head.  Running parallel to William Bailey 
Place is Roy Kemp Close, named after another Centaur 
casualty from the Macleay.   
 

The Macleay River Historical Society was able to give 
us more information including material for the following 
stories from a book they published called Streets of 
Honour—the Macleay Valley’s tribute to its silent 
heroes.   

The project was an initiative of the then Kempsey 
Municipal Council which, a few years after the end of 
World War II resolved to honour the Macleay Valley’s 
fallen of that conflict by naming new streets after them.  
Even after the amalgamation of the councils in 1975 
there was steady progress, but in 1989 came a move to 
abandon it.  Stout intervention came from the Macleay 
River Historical Society whose members were very 
much aware of the unique and historical significance of 
the street-naming.  As a result, the council adopted a 
policy that priority be given to these deceased war 
heroes in all future street-naming procedures.   

(from the introduction to Streets of Honour). 
 

The Historical Society produced the book to ensure that 
the stories behind the street names would not be 
forgotten. 

Remembering 
 

Pte William Henry Bailey, NX47906 
2/12th Field Ambulance 

 

Bill Bailey was an ambulance officer attached to the 
Kempsey Ambulance Service, joining in 1931 at the age 
of 19.  He was noted for his courtesy and cool efficiency, 
as well as for his conscientious attention to his work 
(Macleay Chronicle 26 May 1943). 
 

In October1936 he enlisted in the Kempsey company of 
the 13th Battalion, and served with this Militia unit as a 
lance-corporal until September 7, 1940 when he left the 
Ambulance Service to join the A.I.F. at Newcastle.  His 
initial training at Tamworth was followed by more at the 
Sydney Showground as a member of the Australian 
Army Medical Corps. 
 

He was posted on November 22, 1940 the 2/12th Field 
Ambulance with further training at Cowra between 
December 1940 and March 1941.   
 

In April 1941 the unit travelled in stages to Darwin for 
training in tropical warfare.  During this time besides 
providing clinical medical support to 23 Brigade, the 
medics also undertook much of the physical construction 
of the hospital facilities at both Katherine and Winnellie. 
In this capacity they were often referred to humorously as 
the ‘2/12th Pioneers’. 
 

Bill’s unit spent nearly twelve months in Darwin on such 
duties, but following the attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 
December 1941, 45 volunteers from the 2/12th were 
attached to Gull Force at Ambon and another 45 to 
Sparrow Force at Timor.  All were captured, most 
massacred.  Bill was amongst another group that were 
sent ‘overseas’ but in the meantime Singapore had fallen, 
and his ship was returned to Darwin. 

The unit remained in Darwin 
through something like 70 
bombing raids until January 
1943 when they were posted 
south to Corrimal in the 
Illawarra area of NSW.  
There they remained till they 
moved to Sydney to board the 
Centaur on 11 May 1943. 
 

B i l l  B a i l e y  w a s  a 
Birmingham (England) lad 
being born there on 
December 18, 1912.  Following his father’s death in 
April 1919, he came to Australia with his mother.  She 
later remarried and became Mrs N.A. McNamara. 
 

Bill went to school in Lismore, and then with his 
mother and stepfather arrived on the Macleay in 1928.  
They lived at 43 Kemp Street, West Kempsey. 
 

Before joining the ambulance service as a driver-
mechanic Bill worked at Whitaker’s Newsagency in 
West Kempsey for three years.  He was senior bearer in 
the Ambulance Service when he left to join the 
Australian Army Medical Corps. 
 

On the opening of the new Kempsey Ambulance 
Station in 1948 an anonymous donor came forward 
with the offer of two trees to be planted in front of the 
building in honour of Pte Bill Bailey.   
 

Bill’s stepfather worked for the Railways and was also 
a volunteer with the Ambulance Service and it was no 
doubt this connection that assisted in having the 
railways gardener set out the grass plots and gardens of 
the new station, including the planting of two dwarf 
species of golden pine in Bill’s memory. 
 

Bill was engaged to be married at the time of his death. 
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Remembering 
 

Pte Alvan Roy Kemp NX44972 
2/12th Field Ambulance 

 

Alvan Roy Kemp (known as Roy) had some experience 
in the medical field before he joined the Army.  He had 
begun his working life at the Macleay River Dairy Co-
operative Ltd at Kempsey, and then went to the 
Bodington Red Cross Hospital at Wentworth Falls in the 
Blue Mountains.  He had a period at Kurri Kurri before 
enlisting in the A.I.F. on September 17, 1941.  He was 
sent to Tamworth for training in the Medical Corps, and 
his first posting was to 113 AGH at Concord. 
 

On December 22 he was on his way to Darwin with 
reinforcements for the 2/12th Field Ambulance, which 
had sent ninety members to Ambon and Timor with Gull 
and Sparrow Forces.  He arrived in Darwin on December 
31, just six weeks before the surrender of Singapore. 
 

Roy was on duty when the first Japanese raid on Darwin 
took place on February 19 1942.  On that day 243 
civilians and defence personnel lost their lives.  He 
would have endured, along with the civilian and military 
personnel, harrowing bombing and strafing from the 
Japanese raiders and, in the early stages, total confusion 
and poor leadership.  The panic during these frightening 
days and the lack of preparedness from the outset led to 
a blanket censorship on the entire Darwin operation.  It 
was 35 years later that the attacks on Darwin and the 
events that followed were released for public scrutiny.  
 

Roy remained through something like 70 raids for nearly 
a year.  His unit was not relieved until January 1943, and 
following a long overland journey they reached Sydney 
on February 6.  Roy was detached to 114 AGH 
Goulburn for a month before rejoining his unit at 
Corrimal for final preparations to embark on Centaur. 
 

Roy Kemp was born in Kempsey on March 19 1922, the 
second son of Alvan Amos and Elsie May (Washington) 
Kemp.  He had an older brother, Cecil. 
 

Alvan senior (Alf) was a telegraphist at the Kempsey 
Post Office.  The family lived first in Clyde Street then 
Bissett Street and finally Betts Street. From here Roy 
had little distance to walk to his first school, East 
Kempsey, where he enrolled in 1928.  Later the family 
moved to Murwillumbah, then to Mudgee, and to Tweed 
Heads as Alf was transferred around.   
 

Roy was fourteen in 1936 when his mother died at 
Tweed Heads.  The brothers were sent  down to 
Macksville to live with their aunt, Vera Adelaide Bylund 
who was their mother’s sister.  The Bylunds owned a 
bakery in Matilda Street.   
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During World War Two, more than one in three of all 
members of the 2/12 Australian Field Ambulance lost 
their lives on active service, the highest ratio of any 
Australian military medical unit. Its record of service, 
sacrifice and courage comprised one of the finest 
examples of resilience and duty in the annals of 
Australian military medical history. 

The 2/12 Australian Field Ambulance  

Major General (Rtd) John H Pearn, AM, RFD, MD BSc, PhD, 

FRACP, FRCP, FACTM, FAIM  

Later the Bylunds moved 
to Kempsey and the boys 
went with them.  Alf joined 
them soon after. 
 

Both boys were keen road 
cyclists, spending many 
hours in training and the 
careful maintenance of 
their bikes to keep them in 
racing order.  Roy won the 
Speedwell Cup (donated by 
Bennett and Wood Pty Ltd) 
on 14 October 1939 when he was seventeen. 
 

The following year the world was at war.  Cecil 
enlisted in May 1940 at age 21;  Roy followed a year 
later aged 19.   
 

Roy’s last leave was spent with his family in Kempsey 
where a surprise party was held at the Bylund residence 
to celebrate the return of his brother Cecil from two and 
a half years overseas. 
 
The last contact Roy had with his family was the night 
before his departure when his cousin Rita Bylund gave 
him a night out at Luna Park on Milsons Point and 
supper at her flat at Kirribilli.  Her last sight of him was 
a ‘goodbye’ as he boarded the city-bound train at 
Milsons Point to rejoin his unit. 
 
Roy became one of the 268 non combatant medical and 
merchant marine personnel who lost their lives on the 
Centaur.  He was just 21 years of age. 

 

2/12th Field Ambulance en route to Darwin 1941 

Printing:  

Bowraville Technology Centre, 39 High Street Bowraville NSW 

2449.  Telephone 02 6564 7420 



Last Post Ceremony, AWM, Canberra. 
 

Pte Athol Richard Povey, NX47127 

2/12th Field Ambulance 
 

Twenty eight members of Pte 
Povey’s family including his 
sister Mrs Audrey Wills 

gathered with other Centaur 
families at the ceremony. 
  

Athol was born at Erskineville 
in Sydney to Wilfred and Kate 
Povey. He was the fifth of seven 
children and grew up on a farm 
called ‘Rockily’ at Anembo in  
NSW. He attended school at Anembo, which was a 5km 
walk from the farm. He would take the return 10km 
walk with his siblings who also attended the school.  
He became a good farmer and bushman. At 17 he left 
home and went to Queensland to work on farms for two 
years, then returned briefly to Queanbeyan to spend 
time with his family before enlisting.  
 

In September 1941 he enlisted in the AIF joining the 
AAMC.  He gained medical experience in hospitals in 
Sydney and Tamworth before being posted in 
December 1941 to the 2/12th Field Ambulance in 
Darwin.  The unit had to be rebuilt following the 
deployment of so many members to Ambon and Timor. 

  

Athol was in Darwin throughout 
nearly twelve months of bombings 
before being brought back to 
Sydney to embark on the Centaur. 
  
Audrey laments that his life was so 
short.  His loss was keenly felt and 
he was dearly missed by his mother 
and siblings. 
 

The Ceremony was conducted on a 
cool evening with a crisp, clear sky.  Capt de Frias, 
Naval Attaché to the Chargé d’Affaires, Mr James 
Carouso, represented the USS Mugford which rescued 
Centaur survivors.  Coincidentally, Mr Carouso was 
also in attendance leading a party of USA visitors. 
 

The Association wreath-layer was Caroline McCaffrie, 
granddaughter of Pte George McGrath 2/12th FA. 
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Centaur families gather with the Povey family and Capt de Frias 

after the Ceremony.        Photos AWM 

Audrey with grand-

daughter Emma  

Centaur families with participants in the ceremony and some old 

time Macksville residents who remember the Centaur.  As well as 

eight local relatives of Captain Hindmarsh SMS, were Helen and 

Charles Brewer (Pte Bertie Brewer 2/12th FA) from Coffs Harbour, 

Steve Taylor from Port Macquarie and his mother Ailsa Taylor (Pte 

Albert Taylor 2/12th FA) from the Central Coast, Margaret 

Henshaw and her son Kevin (Pte Jack Thomas 2/12th FA) from 

Kempsey, Cadet Jack Kable (Capt. Bedkober 2/12th FA) and Gwen 

Ptolomy (Pte Roy Kemp 2/12th see story page 5) from Port 

Macquarie.  We missed Doug Hoare (Pte John Hoare 2/12th FA) 

whose transport from Wingham let him down.   

Macksville, NSW 

In attendance at Macksville were the mayor, Rhonda 
Hoban, the Naval and Mariners Association Nambucca 
Valley, and representatives of Legacy and the RSL sub-
Branch.  Members of the public included Norm Poole, 
John Wood and Mickey Trisley, all residents of 
Macksville at the time of the sinking. 
 

Macksville High School Captains Mikayla Ennis 
(granddaughter of Mickey Trisley) and Adam Nowland 
read the Litany of Hope.   
 

Kirstin Knight (granddaughter of Captain Hindmarsh, 
SMS read Tennyson’s poem “Crossing the Bar”, and Abi 
Knight (great granddaughter) was the Association’s 
wreath-layer. 
 

A special feature this year was Phil Butler from the 
Salvos Country Band singing Malcolm Doyle’s song 
“One Thousand Fathoms Below”.  The song tells the 
story of the Centaur, her mission and her destiny. 
 

Cadets from TS Culgoa, South 
West Rocks, provided the 
catafalque party and flag 
attendants, and offered poppies for 
placing on the communal wreath. 
 

Jocelyn Lepaa from the Salvos led 
the singing of the National Anthem 
and Salvation Army Officer Lt 
Matthew Pethybridge gave the 
Blessing. 
 

Music was supplied by Charles 
Brewer (n/o Pte Bertie Brewer 
2/12th FA) and Ian Flarrety, bandmaster of the 
Nambucca District Band who also sounded the bugle 
calls.  After the ceremony they added a forward-looking 
flourish with the Dambusters March. 

Cadets from TS Culgoa 

lent an air of solemnity  

 



Caloundra, Qld, 2018 
 

Submitted by Keith Clegg,  

son of Pte Percy Clegg SMS 

 

Centaur Day at Caloundra saw a perfect autumn day 
with a clear blue sky and a pleasant sea breeze.  
 

Attendance numbers were up on previous years, 
probably due to this year being the 75th Anniversary 
and the influence of Invitations being forwarded to all 
Centaur families in the Sunshine Coast Region. All the 
regular Centaur families were well represented and it 
was pleasing to welcome interstate Centaur families, 
Pat O’Brien and her family from Melbourne, and 
Steve Taylor and his mother from the Central Coast 
NSW.  Erica Costigan was able to attend and was very 
welcome after a difficult year in and out of hospital. 
Caloundra RSL, at the conclusion of the service made a 
presentation to Erica in recognition of her past 
contribution to the Caloundra Services and keeping the 
memory of Centaur alive on the Sunshine Coast. 
 

Also, in attendance were the Mayor of the Sunshine 
Coast Council, Mark Jameson, and Sunshine Coast 
Councillor, Tim Dwyer. And it was very pleasing to 
have the School Captains of five Caloundra Schools/
Colleges participate in the Service. 
 

I was the Guest Speaker, at this year’s 75th 
Anniversary, and spoke on the Centaur tragedy and 
what it means to Centaur families. 
 

Pastor Arthur Fry, who has been associated with the 
Caloundra Service for many years, conducted the 
Prayer of Remembrance, Prayer for Peace, and the 
Prayer for Centaur Families. 
 

Wreath Laying is always emotional for Centaur 
Families with memories flooding back. There was an 
increase in the number of wreaths placed this year and 
included a wreath placed in memory of Captain 
Murray, Master of Centaur, on behalf of his niece 
Jan Cross of Adelaide. 
 

The School students participated, laying wreaths and 
placing single flowers on each Centaur Plaque on the 
Memorial Walkway.  The last wreath was laid at sea by 
the Caloundra Coast Guard. 
 

Local TV Channel WIN covered the Service and had an 
excellent segment in their evening news. Local ABC 
Radio and FM104.9 recognized Centaur’s 75th 
Anniversary, and the Pelican Waters Bowls Club 
conducted their annual Bowls Day in Remembrance of 
Centaur. The Caloundra RSL moved the Centaur Ship 
Model from their Museum to the Club Foyer to mark 
the 75th Anniversary. The tragedy of Centaur was 
certainly well remembered on the 75th Anniversary. 
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Further Research on Centaur in her 

Merchant Days 
 

Dr Alston Kennerley,  Plymouth University, UK 
 

Dr Kennerley has now completed the arrival/departure 
data on the respective spread sheets for Centaur, Gorgon 
and Charon, and has also analysed the data as well as 
merging the spreadsheets, to enumerate port calls, times 
on passage and in port, and worked out round trip times 
using Fremantle and Sydney as base ports.  All this will 
feed eventually into a paper on merchant ship 
deployment in the Australian war theatre during WWII.  
 

Dr Kennerley has printed out the spreadsheets and sent 
us a copy.   
 

He is now searching Trove digitised newspapers, to pick 
up ship movements advertisements and other useful 
data.  Dr Kennerly says it is there in vast numbers of 
advertisements up 3 September 1939, and then almost 
nothing, except chance reports, such as the marriage of 
the 1st mate of the Charon in October 1939, the suicide 
of a Chinese crew member of Centaur in September 
1939, and on 13 February 1939 in the West Australian, a 
report of the reconditioning of Centaur in Taikoo 
Dockyard Hong Kong.   

Centaur families gather at the Memorial following the 

Commemorations at Caloundra, then all present were invited 
to the Caloundra RSL for tea/coffee and light refreshments. 

OUR RATIONALE 
 

To honour those who gave their lives on  

2/3 AHS Centaur. 

 

To provide a means of communication for 
Survivors, Descendants, Relatives, Friends  & 
Organizations  interested in 2/3 AHS Centaur. 

 

To help the healing process which for many  
still continues. 

 

To ensure that the memory never fades, and the 
facts are not forgotten by succeeding 
generations.  

 
To turn a tragedy into a triumph, and to foster a  
peaceful and forward-looking attitude. 

Disclaimer:- 
 

The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy of  2/3 

AHS Centaur Association Inc.  

All care is taken to check details 
reproduced in these pages but no 
responsibility is taken for 
inaccuracies.  Please let the 
editor know if incorrect details 
have been published so they can 
be rectified as soon as possible.  
All contributions are welcome. 
Copyright remains with the 
authors, and anything quoted 
from this Newsletter should 
include names of both the author 
(when given) and the newsletter. 



Vale Mike Claydon 
 

brother of Pte Jack Claydon NX48169 2/12th FA 

 

Mike was one of our best 
correspondents and his 
f e e s  w e r e  a l w a y s 
accompanied by a newsy 
letter.  We first met him at 
the National Memorial 
Service in Brisbane in 
2010.  Thereafter on 
special or even odd 
occasions he would cross 
‘the Ditch’ (he was a Kiwi) 
and turn up unexpectedly 
at one or more of the 
northern commemorations.  
 

Mike had been born in Auckland but when he was four 
years old his family relocated to Sydney Australia.  
After a year or so his father was killed in a building 
accident and his mother was finding it a struggle to 
support four children during the Depression.  Mike and 
his older brother Jack were sent to the Kincumber 
Orphanage about 80 miles north of Sydney.  His two 
sisters Mabs and Pat went to a school closer to home. 
 

Mike never lost his respect for the nuns and proved to 
be a great asset to both St Pat’s (in his later home town 
of Te Awamutu in NZ) school and church for the rest of 
his life.   
 

When Jack and Mike went home they also brought 
home two other boys from the Orphanage, one of them 
Athol, would be informally adopted into the family and 
Athol and his family remained close to Mike for the 
rest of their lives.  
 

In 1941, 19 year old Jack enlisted in the AIF and was 
assigned to the 2/12th FA.  When he was to board the 
Centaur his mother was anxious so he said:  “Don’t 
worry Mum.  I’ll be safe.  It’s a hospital ship.”  Their 
mother never really recovered from his loss and it also 
had a major impact on Mike’s life. But in the last ten 
years or so after they found the the wreck of the 
Centaur, Mike attended four or five Memorial Services 
in Australia and this really helped ease the pain of 
losing his big brother. 
 

In 1944 aged 15, with war still raging, Mike was sent to 
NZ by boat to live with distant relatives. With his 
brother Jack's death just a year before fresh in his 
memory and the ship in total black-out mode due to the 
ongoing war, Mike was so terrified that he slept every 
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night on the deck with a blanket, and used his life jacket 
for a pillow.  
 

In NZ Mike became involved with harness racing, 
working for the legendary F J Smith in Takanini.   
 

After a short stint at Orewa where he used to fast work 
the horses down the two mile beach, he moved to Te 
Awamutu with trainer Jim Steward and a small team.  He 
drove at the 1st Harness meeting at Waipa and the 
following week, drove three winners at the very first 
harness meeting at Tauranga Racecourse.   Mike was 
especially proud of this as his mother was over from 
Australia and was on the course to witness his heroics. 
 

It was tough for young reinsmen so Mike took on a 
carpentry apprenticeship and worked on some iconic 
buildings in Te Awamutu including Tokanui Chapel and 
also the “Cathedral”, the family home in St Marys Ave, 
Te Awamutu where Teeney still lives to this day. 
 

He always said his biggest win was in 1961 when he met 
and married Teeney Rooney.  Mike and Teeney had five 
children: Mark, Paul, James, Cushla and Johnny.  
 

Mike was on the PTA at St Pat’s in Te Awamutu where 
community spirit was strong, PTA meetings, fundraisers, 
calf club days and school fairs were a ‘laugh a minute’, 
says Mark. 
 

In 1978 Mike went to work for his friend Trevor Carthy 
at the Te Awamutu Club and upon Trevor’s retirement in 
1985 Mike went on to manage the Club until his own 
retirement in 2002.  
 

Around 1984 Mike took over the training of top jumper 
Mr Hickey and prepared him for just the one win at the 
Wellington Steeplechase; one of the most thrilling wins 
ever. Mike watched that DVD of the race every single 
year on the anniversary.  His son Mark says “ and we all 
watched it - again and again and again...... !” 
 

On retirement, Mike spent ‘eight days a week’ playing 
golf at his local club, Te Awamutu.  Every Christmas he 
would win enough hams to feed the whole extended 
family.  
 

Retirement also gave him time to enjoy his family, 
Teeney, their children, fourteen grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren, nephews, nieces and their families. 
 

Until six months before he died, son Mark said “he was 
still smashing out some great scores on the Golf 
Course.” 
 

And a month before his death, we received another 
newsy letter... 

 

Teeney and Mike at the National 

Memorial Service in Brisbane  

2010 

Let us remember the Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war. 


